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JEWISH TRADITIONS BEFORE JESUS

	the Ten Commandments
	the Shema and the Golden Rule
	Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (c 200 BCE)

	(Exod 20:2-17, Deut 5:6-21)
	relations with God
	1.	no other gods
	2.	name in vain
	3.	sabbath
	relations with other people
	4.	honor father and mother
	5.	murder
	6.	adultery
	7.	steal
	8.	false witness
	9.	covet wife
	10.	covet possessions
	relations with God
the Shema (Deut 6:4-5), “Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.”
relations with other people
Lev 19:18, “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.”
Tobit 4:15, “what you hate, do not do to anyone.”
	T. Iss. 5:2, 7:6, T. Dan 5:3, T. Benj. 3:3. “The author combines for the first time in history the two commandments of the Law: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God (Deut. 65) and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself (Lev. 1918), apparently signifying by the “neighbour” all members of the human race.” (Rankin, O.S. Israel’s Wisdom Literature. New York: Schocken, 1936. 12-13.)

	
	
	Hillel (c 60 BCE)
	Philo (c 35 BCE–
c 45 CE)

	
	
	b. Šabb. 31a, “Whatever you wish that men should not do to you, do not do that to them.”
	“Do not do what any one is vexed to suffer.” (Qtd. in Eusebius, Praeparatio Evangelica 8.7.6)



THE GOLDEN RULE

	Matt 7:12
	Luke 6:31

	In everything do to others as you would have them do to you;
for this is the law and the prophets.
	Do to others as you would have them do to you.



THE DOUBLE COMMANDMENT

	Matt 22:34-40
	Mark 12:28-34
	Luke 10:25-28

	When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36”Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
	One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; 33and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.
	Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”



THE RICH YOUNG MAN

	Matt 19:16-22
	Mark 10:17-31
	Luke 18:18-23

	Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 20The young man said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?” 21Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
	As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
	A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 20You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother.’” 21He replied, “I have kept all these since my youth.” 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 23But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich.



SIMILAR NEW TESTAMENT CITATIONS

	John 15:12, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”



	Rom 13:8-10, “love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.”



	Gal 5:14, “For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”“



	James 2:8, “You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”“



	1 John 4:19-21, “We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.”



