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The word “theophany” is from two Greek words, theos, God, and phaino, cause to appear. Theophanies, therefore, are manifestations of God.

So where is God, in scripture?



I know where: in the sun.

Num 6:24-26, “The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.”

Ps 31:16, “Let your face shine upon your servant . . .”

Ps 84:11, “For the LORD God is a sun . . .”

Mal 4:2, “for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise . . .”

John 1:9, “The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.”

Eph 5:14, “. . . Christ will shine on you.”

1 Tim 6:16, God “dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see . . .”

Rev 21:23, “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.”



I know where: in miracles.

Exod 3:2, 14, “the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. . . . 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”



I know where: in front of me.

Exod 33:20-23, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live. . . . 22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23 then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.”

(A metaphor for God’s presence is that he is in back of my peripheral vision: as if he dwelt between my shoulder blades. If I turn quickly—he knows my intention to catch him out before I formulate it, and he moves with me. So he remains forever near, and sensed; but he remains forever unseen.)



I know where: in fearsome nature.

Exod 19:18-19, “Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the LORD had descended upon it in fire; the smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln, while the whole mountain shook violently. 19 As the blast of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses would speak and God would answer him in thunder.”

Ps 29:3-10, “The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters. 4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars . . . 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf . . . 7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness . . . 9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.”



I know where: in silence.

1 Kings 19:11-13, “Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle . . .”



I know where: in nature.

Ps 19:1-4, “The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.”

Wis 13:1, “For all people who were ignorant of God were foolish by nature, and they were unable from the good things that are seen to know the one who exists, nor did they recognize the artisan while paying heed to his works . . .”

Rom 1:19-20, “For what can be known about God is plain . . . 20 Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made.”



I know where: in Jesus.

Matt 25:40, Jesus says, “just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.”

Phil 2:6-7, “though he was in the form of God, [he] did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.”

Col 1:15-19, “He is the image of the invisible God . . . 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell . . .”

Heb 1:3, “He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being . . .”



I know where: in people.

Matt 25:35-36, “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”

Acts 9:3-4, “Now as he [Paul] was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?””

Rom 12:5a, “so we, who are many, are one body in Christ . . .”

1 Cor 12:12, “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”

Eph 1:22-23, Christ is “the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”

Col 1:18, “He is the head of the body, the church . . .”



I know where: beyond death.

1 Cor 13:12, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”

