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[bookmark: _Hlk210481076]At death, Homer gazed without flinching, and his extraordinary way with words was full displayed as he described it. Here are some instances of descriptions of death in Books 1-6.

1.3, Achilleus’ anger “hurled in their multitudes to the house of Hades strong souls / of heroes . . .”

1.60, “escape death” (also 2.401, 17.714, 21.103, 21.565)

1.88-89, Achilleus to Kalchas, “no man so long as I am alive above earth and see daylight / shall lay the weight of his hands on you . . .”

2.301-2, Odysseus to the Greeks, “you . . . / the spirits of death have not carried away from us . . .”

2.418, “go down headlong into the dust, teeth gripping the ground soil.”

2.699, “now the black earth had closed him [Protesilaos] under . . .”

2.831-34, “Merops of Perkote . . . beyond all men / knew the art of prophecy, and tried to prevent his two sons / from going into the battle where men die. Yet these would not / listen, for the spirits of dark death were driving them onward.”

2.872-73, “Nastes came like a girl to the fighting in golden raiment, / poor fool, nor did this avail to keep dismal death back . . .”

3.236-43, Helen says to Priam, ““nowhere can I see . . . / [Kastor and Polydeukes], / my own brothers . . .” / So she spoke, but the teeming earth lay already upon them . . .”

3.292-94, “with pitiless bronze he [Agamemnon] cut the lambs’ throats, / . . . the life breath / going away . . .”

3.322, “be killed and go down to the house of Hades.”

3.360, “he bent away to one side and avoided the dark death.”

4.10-11, “laughing Aphrodite forever / stands by her man [Paris] and drives the spirits of death away from him.”

4.150-52, wounded by Pandaros, “Menelaos the warlike himself shuddered in terror; / but when he saw the binding strings and the hooked barbs outside / the wound, his spirit was gathered again back into him.”

4.169-70, Agamemnon to Menelaos at his wounding, “I shall suffer a terrible grief for you, Menelaos, / if you die and fill out the destiny of your lifetime.”

4.460-61, “the bronze spearpoint fixed in his [Echepolos’] forehead and drove inward / through the bone; and a mist of darkness clouded both eyes . . .”

4.469-70, Agenor “stabbed [Elephenor] with the bronze-pointed spear and unstrung his sinews. / So the spirit left him . . .”

4.501-3, “Odysseus struck him . . . / in the temple, and the bronze spearhead drove through the other / temple also, so that a mist of darkness clouded both eyes.”

4.522-26, Diores “was hurled into the dust backwards / gasping life out; . . . / and a mist of darkness closed over both eyes.”

4.531, Thoas struck Peiros “in the middle of the belly, and so took the life from him . . .”

4.543-44, “For on that day many men of the Achaians and Trojans / lay sprawled in the dust face downward beside one another.”

4.522-23, Idaios “could not have escaped the black death-spirit / but Hephaistos caught him away . . .”

5.47, “He [Phaistos] dropped from the chariot, and the hateful darkness took hold of him.”

5.68, “He [Phereklos] dropped, screaming, to his knees, and death was a mist about him.”

5.82, “the arm [of Hypsenor] dropped bleeding to the ground, and the red death / and destiny the powerful took hold of both eyes.”

5.119-20, Diomedes says that Pandaros “boasts over me, saying / I cannot live to look much longer on the shining sunlight.”

5.155-56, Diomedes “killed these two [Xanthos and Thoön] and took away the dear life from them . . .”

5.176, Aineias to Pandaros, “many and great are those whose knees he [Diomedes] has broken.”

5.249-50, Sthenelos to Diomedes, “no longer storm on / so far among the champions, for fear you destroy your heart’s life.”

5.296, “there his life [Pandaros’] and his strength were scattered.”

5.316-17, Aphrodite protected Aineias “lest some fast-mounted Danaan / strike the bronze spear through his chest and strip the life from him.”

5.345-46, Apollo rescues Aineias, “for fear that some fast-mounted Danaan / might strike the bronze spear through his chest and strip the life from him.”

5.553, “now fulfilment of death was a darkness upon them [Orsilochos and Krethon].”

5.646, Tlepolemos to Sarpedon, “beaten down by my hands [you] will pass through the gates of Hades.”

5.652-54, Sarpedon to Tlepolemos, “what you will win from me here will be death / and black destruction; and broken under my spear you will . . . / give your soul to Hades . . .”

5.657-58, “over his [Tlepolemos’] eyes was mantled the covering mist of darkness.”

5.690-91, Hektor has “eagerness . . . / [to] strip the life out of many.”

5.694-, “Pelagon, one of his beloved companions, / pushed perforce through and out of his thigh the shaft of the ash spear. / And the mist mantled over his eyes, and the life left him, / but he got his breath back again, and the blast of the north wind / blowing brought back to life the spirit gasped out in agony.”

5.848, Ares “cut him down and [took] the life away from him [Periphas] . . .”

5.853, Ares was “furious to take the life from him [Diomedes].”

6.10, “a mist of darkness clouded both eyes.”

6.16-19, “there was none . . . to stand before him [Axylos] and keep off / the sad destruction, and Diomedes stripped life from both of them, / Axylos and his henchman Kalesios . . . / so down to the underworld went both men.”

6.284, Hektor to Hekabe, “If only I could see him [Paris] gone down to the house of the Death God . . .”

