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I have a friend who deliberately blurs the line between social-justice issues and life issues. As an anti-abortion activist, she insists that abortion is a social-justice issue. Her intention is to force Democrats to join her side of the culture war.

Although one can use “justice” to refer to both justice between individuals and justice between groups, I think of abortion as an issue of individual justice rather than social justice. I suppose that, technically, one could group all fetuses together, the way one speaks of “the LGBT community” or the “scientific community.” But those are common-interest groups, more than social groups like classes or races or ethnicities. It is conflicts within the latter groups that social justice normally treats.

I don’t understand the divide between Democrats and social justice on the one hand, and life issues and Republicans on the other. Germany has a Social Democrats party, like our Democrats, and a Conservative Party, like our Republicans. But it also has a Christian Democrats party, which consistently supports Christian values. If we had such a party, one would not need to choose between social-justice issues and life issues.

There is the American Solidarity Party, founded in 2011 and incorporated in 2016. It “looks to the Christian democratic movements in Europe and the Americas [and is] conservative on social issues while supporting government intervention in economic matters . . .” (“American Solidarity Party”) But in the 2024 presidential election, the ASP was only on the ballot in 7 states. And it got a whopping 46,472 votes (0.03%). 

