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A fine metaphor is like a fine liqueur: you should sip it,
and savor it, till your being is concentrated in it.—Hahn


1.1-5, Achilleus’ anger caused “bodies to be the delicate feasting of dogs, of all birds . . .”

1.43-44, 47, Apollo heard Chryses’ prayer and from Olympos “came as night comes down . . .”

1.102-4, “Agamemnon [fumed], the heart within filled black to the brim with anger from beneath, but his two eyes showed like fire in their blazing.”

1.225, Achilleus insults Agamemnon: “You wine sack, with a dog’s eyes, with a deer’s heart.”

1.357, Achilleus’ mother Thetis “heard him as she sat in the depths of the sea at the side of her aged father, and lightly she emerged like a mist from the grey water.”

1.481-83, “the wind blew into the middle of the sail, and at the cutwater a blue wave rose and sang strongly as the ship went onward. She ran swiftly cutting across the swell her pathway.” See 2.159, “the wide ridges of the sea . . .”

2.780, the Achaians “went forward, as if all the earth with flame were eaten . . .”

3.53, Helen is Menelaos’ “blossoming wife . . .”

3.292-94, “with pitiless bronze he [Agamemnon] cut the lambs’ throats, letting them fall gasping again to the ground, the life breath going away, since the strength of the bronze had taken it from them.” (“Pitiless bronze” is a stock epithet: it occurs seven times [3.292, 4.348, 5.330, 13.501, 13.553, 16.761, 19.266].)

5.476, the Trojans “slink away like hounds who circle the lion . . .”

5.503-4, “the feet of the horses drove [the dust] far into the brazen sky . . .” (“Brazen sky” is also in 17.425.)

5.778-79, having snuck out of Olympos to visit the Achaians, Hera and Athene “walked forward in little steps like shivering doves . . .”

6.105, Hektor was “stirring them up to fight and waking the ghastly warfare.”
(See 10.8, Zeus “drives on somewhere on earth the huge edge of tearing battle . . .”)


