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Everyone is taught in elementary school that we inherited democracy from ancient Greece. That may be true; but American democracy does not derive primarily from Athens but from Jerusalem. That is to say, it owes more to Christianity than to Greece.

Consider the assertion, in the Declaration of Independence, that “all men are created equal.” That norm is not found in ancient Greece, where slaves and women were non-citizens.[footnoteRef:1] But it is derivable from the Old-Testament prophets on social justice, with their insistence that the poor, the widows, the orphans, and foreigners deserve care. [1:  In ancient Athens, “Citizens were a small, elite portion of the population. Noncitizens, such as slaves, women, and free noncitizen males, were the bulk of the population and virtually all of its labor force.” (Widerquist, Karl. “The Deep and Enduring History of Universal Basic Income.” MIT Press. 7 Mar. 2024. 10 Mar. 2024. <thereader.mitpress.mit.edu/the-deep-and-enduring-history-of-universal-basic-income/>.)] 


Or consider how the assertion that “all men are created equal” derives from “love your enemies,” or the parable of the Good Samaritan (where the moral agent is not Christ’s fellow Jews but the hated foreigner).

Especially consider the foundational comment in Gen 1:26-27, “God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness . . . So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” All human beings—no matter the gender, ethnicity, race, or class—are equally God’s image.

We owe modern American democracy primarily to our Judeo-Christian, not our Greek, heritage.

Now the question becomes: how long will our democracy survive in a post-Christian world? Will equality and care be replaced by efficiency and expendability—as they are in Chinese society, where its constitution mandates the education of all citizens in Marxist-Leninist ideology, which considers atheism the only correct worldview?

