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the bronze age (3000-1200)

		the chalcolithic age (copper-stone age), first stage of the bronze age

	6500	copper is used in E Anatolia for small precious objects
	3500	cast copper tools and weapons are a factor in urbanizing Mesopotamia
	by 3000	copper use has extended into the Mediterranean and begins to enter Europe

	3000	the bronze age proper (bronze is a copper-tin alloy)

		increased specialization
		invention of the wheel
		invention of the ox-drawn plow

Minoan civilization

	4000	The Minoan (pre-Hellenic) civilization “begins in the Neolithic stage at about 4000 B.C. . . .” [20] Minoans “were of the slight, dark-skinned, black-haired ‘Mediterranean’ stock which originated in North Africa.” (Kitto 20-21)
	2800	Minoan civilization “has reached the Bronze Age by 2800, and thereupon flourishes . . . this civilization was one of great elegance, vigour, gaiety and material well-being [20] . . . a gay, aristocratic culture, with hunting, bull-baiting and acrobatics well to the fore.” (Kitto 20-21)
	3000-1400	Crete, and especially its capital Knossos, is “the centre of a brilliant civilization which gradually [spreads] over the Aegean world.” [17] Minoan civilization “begins in Cnossos, then spreads to other sites in Crete, then gradually to the islands of the Aegean and to many parts not only of southern and central Greece but also to the coasts of Asia Minor . . .” (Kitto 20)
	1700	Linear A develops, a Cretan writing system that represents a still-undeciphered non-Greek language. (Mallory 69)
	1500	The volcano on the island of Thera erupts (origin of the Atlantis legend?). Earthquakes shatter Knossos, and tsunamis wrack N Crete and probably Greece. But Minoan culture soon recovers. (Hood & Vermeule)

the Achaeans (1800-1450)

	1800-1600	“. . . the first Achaean peoples (the name usually given to these early Greek-speakers) . . . came down into Attica [the territory controlled by Athens] and the Peloponnese and established towns and cities there . . .” (Roberts 96) 
		Whereas the Minoans depicted themselves with “dark hair . . . and slender figures.” (Hood & Vermeule), Homer describes the Achaeans as “brown-haired” (Kitto 22), and their graves have “tall, rugged skeletons with large hands and feet . . .” (Hood & Vermeule)
		Proofs of the invasion: many Minoan sites are destroyed and abandoned; houses with semicircular ends appear—first in the Balkans, then in W Anatolia, then in S Greece; perforated stone battle-axes appear; Minyan ware (pottery) appears. (Mallory 70)
		Their “deities were predominantly male.” [18] “. . . it is roughly true to say that the god-conception is European and the goddess-conception Mediterranean; the goddesses come down in straight descent from Minoan Crete.” [20] (Kitto 18, 20) “Athene,” “Hera,” and “Aphrodite” are non-Greek names. (Mallory 67)
		Mainland Greece reverts to a much simpler agricultural society. But Crete escapes the destructions. (Mallory 70-71)
		In Albania (NW of Greece) the horse appears. (Mallory 70)
		In the simpler agricultural society, at first impoverished graves inside settlements are typical. 
		But later, status burials under a tumulus indicate a jump in social complexity. (Mallory 69)

the Mycenaeans (1450-1100) (“the period which we call Mycenaean [was] about 1400-1200 BC.” Griffin 7)

	by 1450	The Achaeans evolve into the Mycenaeans; perhaps new Greeks arrive also.
		The Mycenaeans have a warrior aristocracy, based upon horse (now in Greece) and chariot. [69] Burials are now in rich shaft graves containing swords and body shields. (Mallory 69-70)
		Great citadels (palaces) becomes the centers of Myceanaean chiefdoms. (Mallory 69) Principal sites are Mycenae, Pylos, Argos, and Athens. (Kitto 18) (Mycenae, in NE Peloponnesus, was, according to legend, Agamemnon’s capital. Pylos was in W Peloponnesus. Argos, in NE Peloponnesus, was powerful until the rise of Sparta. American Heritage Dictionary, q.v.)
	1450	The Mycenaeans invade Crete: “sites in central and southern Crete were destroyed by fire. Destruction was not confined to palaces and towns but extended to country houses, farms, and rural shrines. Many settlements were never inhabited again . . . [That palaces] were not rebuilt suggests a total overthrow of the existing social order.” (Hood & Vermeule)
	1400	The Mycenaeans burn Knossos; it never recovers.
	during 1300s	Linear B, a syllabic script, develops from Linear A. 3000 clay tablets from Mycenae, Pylos, and Knossos are the earliest recorded Greek. (Mallory 69)
		an inscription in Linear B (Mallory 67):
Linear B	[image: Linear%20B%202]
Transliteration	pu-ro	i-je-re-ja	do-e-ra	e-ne-ka	ku-ru-so-jo	i-je-ro-jo	woman14+
Greek	πύλος	ἱερείāς	δοέλαι	ἕνεκα	χρυσοῖο	ἱεροῖο	woman14+
Transliteration	Pylos	hiereias	doelai	heneka	khrysoio	hieroio	woman 14+
Translation	Pylos:	priestess’	slaves	on account of	gold	sacred	14+ women

		the date of the Trojan War:

	1260-1240	Troy VIIa (probably the Troy of the Trojan War) is captured, looted, and burnt. (“Troy”)
	1200	“. . . the Siege of Troy took place about 1200 BC.” (Roberts 98)
	1184	“When Greeks became scholars and historians, centuries after Homer’s time, they discussed the date of the fall of Troy; 1184 BC was the year most generally accepted.” (Griffin 2)

the iron age (1200-700)

	3000	in the Middle East iron is used as a scarce and precious metal
	1200-1000	rapid and widespread export of the knowledge of iron metallurgy

the Greek dark age (1200-900)

	1200-900	“The period between the catastrophic end of the Mycenaean civilization and about 900 BC is often called a Dark Age.” (Hamilton)
	pre-1200	“Toward the end of the 13th century, the mainland palaces were burned” (Hood & Vermeule), resulting in the collapse of Mycenaean civilization. (Mallory 66)
		The reasons for the dark age are unknown, but possible reasons include:
			“climatic change and drought, harvest failure, starvation, epidemic” (Hood & Vermeule)
			“the breaking off of trade with the east after the clash of the Hittites and Egyptians at the Battle of Kadesh [in 1275]” (Hood & Vermeule)
			“civic unrest . . . general frictions caused by universally failing economies and alliances” (Hood & Vermeule)
			iron weapons put arms in the hands of the masses for the first time and set off a series of large-scale movements of peoples
			“roving piratical bands of both local peoples and immigrants around the coasts of the eastern Mediterranean (known in the Egyptian records as the Peoples of the Sea) who were hired as temporary allies by several states” (Hood & Vermeule)
	by 900	“By the end of the . . . Dark Age (lasting perhaps from 1100 to 1000 in some places, or 900 in others), new peoples had arrived and settled, as, for example, the Dorians in southern Greece and Crete [and] the Phrygians in central Anatolia.” (Hood & Vermeule)
			The Greeks saw the Dorian invasion as the legendary “return of the descendants of Heracles.” (Hamilton)
			Perhaps the Aeolians (E Greeks) and Ionians (from around Athens) colonized Anatolia during the dark age because they were escaping the Dorians.
	900	Attica becomes the first Greek polis (city-state) (Hamilton)
	1200-750	Cavalli-Sforza et al.’s dates for the Greek dark age (Cavalli-Sforza, Menozzi, & Piazza 262)

classical Greece (800 on)
	700s	“a number of areas, such as Corinth and Megara, began to define their borders, deny autonomy to their constituent villages, and generally act as separate states.” (Hamilton)
	776	“The first “date” in Greek history is 776 BC, the year of the first Olympic Games. It was computed by a 5th-century-BC researcher called Hippias. This man originally came from Elis, a place in the western Peloponnese in whose territory Olympia itself is situated. This date [is] likely to be reliable . . .” So already there was record keeping (and therefore literacy) and inter-community organized activity at this date. (Hamilton)
	750-700	Homer
	730	“the reintroduction of writing into Greece [was] about 730 BC, after centuries of illiteracy” (Griffin 13)
	725	“Various [5] considerations of language, archaeology, and history suggest that it was about 725 BC, somewhere on the coast of Asia Minor or on one of the Aegean islands, that a great poet conceived the plan of the Iliad, and perhaps a generation later that the second poet created the Odyssey, setting out to create a poem which in scale and inclusiveness should rival the Iliad.” (Griffin 5-6)
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