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12:3	A.	He who writes two letters,
		B.	whether with his right hand or with his left,
		C.	whether the same letter or two different letters,
		D.	whether with different pigments,
		E.	in any alphabet,
		F.	is liable.
G.	Said R. Yose, “They imposed liability [on one who writes] two letters only because of making a mark.
H.	“For so did they write [make a mark] on the boards of the tabernacle, to determine which belonged with which.”
I.	Said Rabbi, “We find that a short name comes from a long name, Shem from Shimeon or from Shemuel, Noah from Nahor, Dan from Daniel, Gad from Gadiel.”

12:4	A.	He who writes two letters during a single spell of inadvertence is liable.
		B.	[If] he wrote with (1) ink, (2) caustic, (3) red dye, (4) gum, or (5) copperas,
		C.	or with anything which leaves a mark,
D.	on two walls forming a corner, or on two leaves of a tablet, which are read with one another,
		E.	he is liable.
		F 	e who writes on his flesh is liable.
		G.	He who scratches a mark on his flesh—
		H.	R. Eliezer declares him liable to a sin offering.
		I.	And R. Joshua declares him exempt.

12:5	A.	[If] one wrote with (1) fluids [blood, water, milk, honey, etc., as at M. Makh. 6:41, (2) fruit juice, (3) dirt from the street, (4) writer’s sand,
		B.	or with anything which does not leave a lasting mark,
		C.	he is exempt.
		D.	(1) [If he wrote] with the back of his hand, with his foot, mouth, or elbow,
		E.	(2) [if] he wrote one letter alongside a letter already written,
		F. 	(3) [if] he wrote a letter on top of a letter [already written],
		G.	(4) [if] he intended to write a het and wrote two zayins,
		H.	(5) [if he wrote] one on the ground and one on the beam,
I.	(6) [if] he wrote [two letters] on the two walls of the house, on the two sides of a leaf of paper, so that they cannot be read with one another,
		J.	he is exempt.
		K.	[If] he wrote one letter as an abbreviation,
		L.	R. Joshua b. Beterah declares him liable.
		M.	And sages declare him exempt.

12:6	A.	He who writes two letters in two distinct spells of inadvertence,
		B.	one in the morning and one at twilight,
		C.	Rabban Gamaliel declares him liable.
		D.	And sages declare him exempt.

13:1 I	A.	R. Eliezer says, “He who weaves three threads at the beginning [of the web],
		B.	“or [who added] one onto that which is already woven,
		C.	“is liable.”

“Now the Pharisees were extremely careful to observe strict rules in how they prepared their food and made it a policy not to share meals with those who did not keep similar purity laws [Mark 2:16; Gal 2:11-14]. Meticulously they made sure that their pots and pans were ritually purified before food was prepared in them (Mark 7:1-4). So conscious were they of obeying Jewish laws that they tithed even their table spices (for example, Matt. 23:23) and usually refused to eat with non-Pharisees lest they inadvertently eat untithed or improperly prepared food. As a result there was sometimes animosity between the Pharisees and other Jews who did not maintain their standards. At least some Pharisees disdainfully called the non-Pharisees `am ha-aretz (Hebrew for “people of the land”), resulting in conflict . . .” (Cosby 88-89)

“Rabbi Akiba vividly illustrate[s]: “R. Akiba [c. A.D. 132] said, “When I was an `am ha-aretz I used to say ‘If I could get hold of one of the scholars [that is, a Pharisaic scribe] I would bite him like an ass.’ [88] ‘You mean, like a dog,’ said his disciples. ‘No,’ said Akiba, ‘an ass’s bite breaks bones.’”” (Qtd. in Johnson 61)

“First-century Judaism should not be regarded as only concerned with meticulous (legalistic) adherence to Jewish law. Certainly there were Jewish people who did fit this unfortunate stereotype, even as some Christians and Jews today exhibit this same tendency. Many adherents of Judaism in Jesus’ time were, however, extremely concerned to love God and their neighbors sacrificially.” (Cosby 88)
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