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The three major pilgrimage feasts are in bold.
(In Old Testament times, Booths was the most important of the three.)


	ENGLISH NAME
	JEWISH NAME
	DATE
	THEME

	Purim
	purim
	14-15 Adar
(February-March)
	Mardi Gras, carnival (13 Adar was a fast day); masks, drinking; reading of Esther

	

	Passover,
	pesach
	14 Nisan
(March-April)
	a semi-nomadic sacrifice for flock fertility; later, celebration of the exodus

	Unleavened Bread
	hag ha-matzot
	15-21 Nisan
	beginning of the barley harvest; later, celebration of the exodus

	

	Feast of Weeks
(Pentecost)
	shavuot
	early Siwan (May-June), 50 days after 15 Nisan
	the wheat harvest; later, celebration of creation and Sinai (the 10 commandments)

	

	New Year’s
	rosh hashanah
	1 Tishri (September-October)
	repentance (a ram’s horn, the shofar, is blown); rosh hashanah is not in the OT, but it existed by NT times

	

	Day of Atonement
	yom kippur
	10 Tishri
	repentance (shofar is blown); yom kippur arose in post-exilic times

	

	Feast of Booths
	sukkot
	15-21 Tishri
	wine and oil harvests; later, celebration of wilderness wanderings; like Thanksgiving

	

	Eighth Day of Assembly
	shemini atzeret
	22 Tishri
	prayers for rain and the deceased

	

	Rejoicing in the Law
	simhat torah
	23 Tishri
	Torah (900s CE)

	

	Hanukkah (Feast of Lights)
	hanukkah
	8 days, 25 Kislev on (early December)
	rededication of temple, 165 CE; an additional light is lit each day



