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To the mocking of Jesus, compare:

Ps 22:6-17, “scorned by others, and despised by the people. 7 All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 8 “Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver—let him rescue the one in whom he delights!”” [See Matt 27:43, “He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to . . .”] . . . 12 Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 13 they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. . . . 16 For dogs are all around me; a company of evildoers encircles me. . . . 17 They stare and gloat over me . . .”

To the crucifixion, compare:

Ps 22:14-17, “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 15 my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. . . . 17 I can count all my bones.” (See especially John 19:28, “when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’”)

To the crucifixion, compare:

Ps 22:16, “They have pierced my hands and my feet.” (Thus the New American Bible translation.)

To the casting of lots, compare:

Ps 22:18, “they divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.”


Just as each gospel moves from a passion (passio, “suffering”) narrative to a resurrection narrative, so Ps 22 moves from anguish to triumph (the change is halfway through verse 21, when the tense changes: “Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me”).

There then follow statements in Ps 22 that are easily applicable to Jesus after the resurrection:

Ps 22:24, “For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him.”

“Afflicted” calls to mind “afflicted” in Isa 53:4, 7, the “Servant Song” that has many connections with Jesus’ passion.

Ps 22:26, “The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. May your hearts live forever!”

“The poor shall eat” brings to mind many salvific oracles in the prophets that describe the messianic age.

Ps 22:26b, 29, “May your hearts live forever! . . . 29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.”

In the context of Jesus’ resurrection, these verses could refer to Christians’ resurrections. “I shall live for him” is applicable to the risen Christ.

Ps 22:27-28, 30, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. 28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. . . . 30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, 31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.”

One result of Jesus’ resurrection is the worldwide missionary movement that has resulted in many “nations” acknowledging the Lord.

