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Paul’s Letter to Philemon has an interesting situation as its background. Onesimus is a slave who has run away from his master (16, 18). He has come to Paul in prison (presumably Paul’s Roman imprisonment, c. 61-c. 63 CE). Paul converts Onesimus (10) and writes to Philemon, Onesimus’ master, in Colossae, appealing to Philemon to forgive Onesimus and welcome him back.

Paul’s rhetoric is very effective. To persuade Philemon, Paul makes many appeals.

	1.	Paul’s imprisonment	1, 9, 10, 12, 23
	2.	Philemon’s past good works	4-7
	3.	Paul’s ability to command Philemon if Paul wishes	8, 14
	4.	Paul’s love for Onesimus	10, 12, 20
	5.	Philemon’s debt to Paul	13, 17, 19-20
	6.	Providence’s possible role in Onesimus’ running to Paul	15
	7.	Onesimus’ status as Philemon’s fellow Christian	16
	8.	a promise of restitution by Paul	18-19
	9.	a possible future visit by Paul	22

We’re not told what effect the Letter to Philemon had on its recipient. But, given all these effective arguments, how could Philemon possibly have denied Paul’s request?

