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The creation of proverbs as advice for daily life occurs in all cultures. It occurred in ancient Israel, as can be seen primarily in the Book of Proverbs. But it also occurred in the two superpower cultures of the ancient world, Mesopotamia (Assyria and Babylon) to Israel’s north and Egypt to Israel’s south.

One collection of proverbial wisdom in Egypt was Instruction of Amenemope. Since Amenemope was written c. 1300-1075 BCE and the biblical Book of Proverbs was written c. 1000-700, Amenemope influenced the biblical book. Here are the passages in Amenemope that parallel the Book of Proverbs.

Amenemope	Proverbs

(Vertical lines show where verses in Proverbs are in the
same sequence as in Amenemope.)

1:5-6	22:21	
1:7	22:19	
3:9-11, 16	22:17-18	|
4:4-5	22:22	|
7:12-13	22:28	|
7:12-15, 8:9-10	23:10-11	|
9:14-10:5	23:4-5
11:6-7	24:11
11:13-14	22:24	|
13:8-9	22:25	|
14:5-10	23:6-7	|
14:17-18	23:8	|
22:11-12	23:9	|
23:13-18	23:1-3
27:7-8	22:20	|
27:16-17	22:29	|

And here are the texts of the parallel passages.

	Amenemope
	Proverbs

	
1:5-6, know how to return an answer to him who said it, and to direct a report to one who has sent him . . .
	
22:21, Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the LORD, and he will help you.

	
1:7, in order to direct him to the ways of life . . .
	
22:19, So that your trust may be in the LORD, I have made them known to you today—yes, to you.

	
3:9-11, 16, Give thy ears, hear what is said, Give thy heart to understand them. To put them in thy heart is worth while . . . They shall be a mooring-stake for thy tongue.
	
22:17-18, The words of the wise: Incline your ear and hear my words, and apply your mind to my teaching; 18for it will be pleasant if you keep them within you, if all of them are ready on your lips.

	
4:4-5, Guard thyself against robbing the oppressed And against overbearing the disabled.
	
22:22, Do not rob the poor because they are poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate . . .

	
5:1-6, For we shall not act like him [the wicked man]—Lift him up, give him thy hand; Leave him (in the arms of the god; Fill his belly with bread of thine, So that he may be sated and may be ashamed.
	
24:29, Do not say, “I will do to others as they have done to me; I will pay them back for what they have done.”
25:21-22, 21If your enemies are hungry, give them bread to eat; and if they are thirsty, give them water to drink; 22for you will heap coals of fire on their heads, and the LORD will reward you.

	
6:1-12, As for the heated man of a temple, He is like a tree growing in the open. In the completion of a moment (comes) its loss of foliage, And its end is reached in the shipyards; (Or) it is floated far from its place, And the flame is its burial shroud. (But) the truly silent man holds himself apart. He is like a tree growing in a garden. It flourishes and doubles its yield; It (stands) before its lord. Its fruit is sweet; its shade is pleasant; And its end is reached in the garden.
	
See Ps 1, Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate day and night. 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 4The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.
See Jer 17:5-8, Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 7Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.

	
7:12-15, Do not carry off the landmark at the boundaries of the arable land, Nor disturb the position of the measuring-cord; Be not greedy after a cubit of land, Nor encroach upon the boundaries of a widow.
8:9-10, Guard against encroaching upon the boundaries of the fields, Lest a terror carry thee off.
	
22:28, Do not remove the ancient landmark that your ancestors set up.
23:10, Do not remove an ancient landmark or encroach on the fields of orphans . . .

	
8:11-12, One satisfies god with the will of the Lord, Who determines the boundaries of the arable land.
	
23:11, for their redeemer is strong; he will plead their cause against you. [“The thought is generally that of Prov. 23:11.” 423 n. 14]

	
9:5-8, Better is poverty in the hand of the god Than riches in a storehouse; Better is bread, when the heart is happy, Than riches with sorrow.
	
15:16-17, Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble with it. 17Better is a dinner of vegetables where love is than a fatted ox and hatred with it.

	
9:14-10:5, Do not strain to seek an excess, When thy needs are safe for thee. If riches are brought to thee by robbery, They will not spend the night with thee; At daybreak they are not in thy house: Their places may be seen, but they are not. The ground has opened its mouth . . . that it might swallow them up, And might sink them into the underworld. (Or) they have made themselves a great breach of their (own) size And are sunken down into the underworld. (Or) they have made themselves wings like geese And are flown away to the heavens.
	
23:4-5, Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be wise enough to desist. 5When your eyes light upon it, it is gone; for suddenly it takes wings to itself, flying like an eagle toward heaven.

	
11:6-7 [Not in Pritchard.]
	
24:11, if you hold back from rescuing those taken away to death, those who go staggering to the slaughter . . .

	
11:13-14, Do not associate to thyself the heated man, Nor visit him for conversation.
	
22:24, Make no friends with those given to anger, and do not associate with hotheads . . .

	
13:8-9, Do not leap to hold to such a one [a heated man], Lest a terror carry thee off.
	
22:25, or you may learn their ways and entangle yourself in a snare.

	
13:11, Do not greet thy heated (opponent) in thy violence.
	
27:14, Whoever blesses a neighbor with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, will be counted as cursing. (“Prov. 27:14 has been cited as a parallel, with the alteration of Hebrew re´e(hu), “his friend,” to ra´, “an evil (man).”)

	
14:5-10, Be not greedy for the property of a poor man, Nor hunger for his bread. As for the property of a poor man, it (is) a blocking to the throat, It makes a vomiting to the gullet. If he has obtained it by false oaths, His heart is perverted by his belly.
	
23:6-7, Do not eat the bread of the stingy; do not desire their delicacies; 7for like a hair in the throat, so are they. “Eat and drink!” they say to you; but they do not mean it.

	
14:17-18, The mouthful of bread (too) great thou swallowest and vomitest up, And art emptied of thy good.
	
23:8, You will vomit up the little you have eaten, and you will waste your pleasant words.

	
16:11-14, Better is praise as one who loves men Than riches in a storehouse; Better is bread, when the heart is happy, Than riches with sorrow.
	
16:8, Better is a little with righteousness than large income with injustice.

	
17:18-19, Do not lean on the scales nor falsify the weights, Nor damage the fractions of the measure.
	
20:23, Differing weights are an abomination to the LORD, and false scales are not good.

	
18:4-5, Make not for thyself weights which are deficient; They abound in grief through the will of god.
	
16:11, Honest balances and scales are the Lord’s; all the weights in the bag are his work.

	
19:14-17, God is (always) in his success, Whereas man is in his failure; One thing are the words which men say, Another is that which the god does.
	
19:21, The human mind may devise many plans, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will be established.
16:9, The human mind plans the way, but the LORD directs the steps.

	
22:5-8, For surely thou knowest not the plans of god, Lest thou be ashamed on the morrow. Sit thou down at the hands of the god, And thy silence will cast them [enemies] down.
	
20:22, Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the LORD, and he will help you.
27:1, Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring.

	
22:11-12, Empty not thy belly to everybody, Nor damage (thus) the regard for thee.
	
23:9, Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, who will only despise the wisdom of your words.

	
22:13-14, Spread not thy words to the common people, Nor associate to thyself one (too) outgoing of heart.
	
23:9, Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, who will only despise the wisdom of your words.
20:19, A gossip reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with a babbler.

	
22:15-16, Better is a man whose talk (remains) in his belly Than he who speaks it out injuriously.
	
12:23, One who is clever conceals knowledge, but the mind of a fool broadcasts folly.

	
23:13-18, Do not eat bread before a noble Nor lay on thy mouth at first. If thou art satisfied with false chewings, They are a pastime for thy spittle. Look at the cup which is before thee, And let is serve thy needs.
	
23:1-3, When you sit down to eat with a ruler, observe carefully what is before you, 2and put a knife to your throat if you have a big appetite. 3Do not desire the ruler’s delicacies, for they are deceptive food.

	
27:7-8, See thou these thirty chapters: They entertain; they instruct . . .
	
22:20, Have I not written for you thirty sayings of admonition and knowledge . . .?

	
27:16-17, As for the scribe who is experienced in his office, He will find himself worthy (to be) a courtier.
	
22:29, Do you see those who are skillful in their work? They will serve kings; they will not serve common people.
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