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TYPOLOGIES

In biblical exegesis, a typology is a correlation between something or someone in the Old Testament and something or someone in the New Testament. The former prefigures the latter. For example, in Rom 5:14, Paul says that Adam is “Adam, who is a type [τύπος, typos] of the one who was to come [Christ].”
Two typologies in particular emphasize Jesus as messiah: Gen 3:15 and Gen 14.

Gen 3:15: the protevangelium

Gen 3:14-15, “The LORD God said to the serpent, . . . 15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.””

The Hebrew has a collective noun, “offspring.” The pronoun can mean “it” or “he.” It is singular in grammar but can be plural in meaning. The Yahwist (J) simply opposed crushed heads and deadly stings.

The LXX (a translation of Hebrew scriptures into Greek, c. 250-50 BCE) has “he,” which in Greek is singular in grammar and singular in meaning. “This translation . . .  is allowed but not demanded by the Hebrew . . .”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Maher, Michael, MSC. Genesis. Old Testament Message 2. Wilmington DE: Michael Glazier, 1982. 46.] 


The Vulgate has “she,” a “false reading” (Maher 46), but it is taken to refer to Mary. Since in the Vulgate text the mother and the offspring appear together, they are assumed to prefigure Mary and Jesus.

Consider Rev 12:1-2, “A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birthpangs, in the agony of giving birth. 3 Then another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon . . .  4 the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear a child, so that he might devour her child as soon as it was born. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to God and to his throne; 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God . . .  7 And . . .  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world . . .  [13 So when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she could fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to her place where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. . .  . 17 Then the dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her children, those who keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus.”

The snake is the devil: Wis 2:24, John 8:44, Rev 12:9, 20:2. See 1 John 3:7-8, “the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 8 The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.”

Gen 3:15 is known as the protevangelium (proto- + evangelium), the first (announcement of the) good news.

Gen 14: Melchizedek
Gen 14:17-24, “After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 18 And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High. 19 He blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, maker of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him one tenth of everything. 21 Then the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the LORD, God Most High, maker of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a sandal-thong or anything that is yours, so that you might not say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Let them take their share.”

Hebrews explains Melchizedek as a typology of Christ at some length.
Heb 5:6, “as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.””
Heb 5:10, “having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.”
Heb 6:20, “where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”
Heb 7:1, “This “King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed him . . .””
Heb 7:10-11, “for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. 11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the levitical priesthood—for the people received the law under this priesthood—what further need would there have been to speak of another priest arising according to the order of Melchizedek, rather than one according to the order of Aaron?”
Heb 7:15, “It is even more obvious when another priest arises, resembling Melchizedek . . .”
Heb 7:17, “For it is attested of him, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.””

PROPHECIES

The oracles of the Old Testament prophets can generally be classified as threats or promises. Many of the prophetic promises refer to an idealized future time in which the people Israel will be unusually blessed. Promises which refer to a personal agent of deliverance—a “messiah”—are messianic in a narrow sense. Promises which refer to the idealized future time—the “messianic age”—are messianic in a broad sense. Hence, there are “messianic” prophecies and “messianic-age” prophecies.

Prophecies of a Messianic Age

a saved remnant
Isa 10:20-22, “On that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more lean on the one who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. 22 For though your people Israel were like the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will return. Destruction is decreed, overflowing with righteousness.”
See also Isa 1:25-26; 4:2-4; 7:3; 9:1; 27:6; 65:8-9; Jer 6:9; 6:27-30; 24:5-7; 29:10-14; 31:2-3, 32, 37, 41; Ezek 9:2-6; 22:17-22; Dan 7:21-22, 25-26; Hos 14:4-7; Joel 2:32; Amos 9:13-15; Zech 13:8-9; Rom 11:5.

an ingathering of dispersed Israelites
Isa 27:12-13, “On that day the LORD will thresh from the channel of the Euphrates to the Wadi of Egypt, and you will be gathered one by one, O people of Israel. 13 And on that day a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were lost in the land of Assyria and those who were driven out to the land of Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain at Jerusalem.”
See also Deut 30:3-5; Isa 11:11-16; 52:11-12; 60:3-14; 66:19-21; Jer 3:17-18; 31:8, 10; Bar 4:36-37; Ezek 20:41; 37:12; 37:21-22; 39:27-28.

a new exodus
Isa 43:16-21, “Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17 who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18 Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20 The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21 the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.”
See also Isa 4:5-6; 40:3; 42:16; Jer 31:2-4; 16:14-15; 23:7-8.

a new relationship with God

a new covenant
Jer 31:31-34, “The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.”

an eternal covenant
Ezek 16:59-63, “Yes, thus says the Lord GOD: I will deal with you as you have done, you who have despised the oath, breaking the covenant; 60 yet I will remember my covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish with you an everlasting covenant. 61 Then you will remember your ways, and be ashamed when I take your sisters, both your elder and your younger, and give them to you as daughters, but not on account of my covenant with you. 62 I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall know that I am the LORD, 63 in order that you may remember and be confounded, and never open your mouth again because of your shame, when I forgive you all that you have done, says the Lord GOD.”
See also Jer 31:35-37; 32:38-40; 33:14-26.

a covenant like Noah’s
Isa 54:9, “This is like the days of Noah to me: Just as I swore that the waters of Noah would never again go over the earth, so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you and will not rebuke you.”

a covenant like David’s
Isa 55:3-5, “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.”

a covenant of peace
Ezek 34:25, “I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild animals from the land, so that they may live in the wild and sleep in the woods securely.”
See also Isa 54:10; Heb 13:20.

a new heart
Ezek 36:26, “A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”
See also Jer 24:7; 31:31-34; Ezek 11:18-20.
Rom 2:15, “what the law requires is written on their [Gentiles’] hearts . . .”

a circumcized heart
Deut 30:6, “Moreover, the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live.”
See also Deut 10:16; Jer 4:4; 9:26; Ezek 44:9; Rom 2:28-29.
Rom 2:28-29, “a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision something external and physical. 29 Rather, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of the heart—it is spiritual and not literal. Such a person receives praise not from others but from God.”
Col 2:11, “In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ . . .”

a new spirit
Joel 2:28-29 (3:1-2), “Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 29 Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit.”
See also 1 Sam 16:13; Isa 32:15; 61:1-4; Ps 51:10-11; Ezek 36:26-28; 37:14; 39:29.
Acts 2:16-21, “this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ’In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.’”
Rom 7:6, “But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which held us captive, so that we are slaves not under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit.”

a new name
Jer 33:16, “In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.””
See also Isa 1:26; 62:2; Zech 8:3; Rev 2:14; 3:12.

all will know God
Jer 31:34, “No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.”
See also Isa 11:9; Zech 14:20-21.

peace and prosperity

paradise
Isa 11:6-9, “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”
See also Isa 32:15-18; 65:25; Zech 14:8-11.

universal peace
Zech 9:9-10, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.”
See also Isa 2:2-4 (= Mic 4:3-4); 9:5-7; 29:17-18; 30:23-26; Ezek 34:25.

new heaven and earth
Isa 66:22, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, says the LORD; so shall your descendants and your name remain.”
See also Isa 30:26; Rev 21:1.

fertile soil
Isa 41:18-20, “I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 19 I will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive; I will set in the desert the cypress, the plane and the pine together, 20 so that all may see and know, all may consider and understand, that the hand of the LORD has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it.”
See also Isa 4:2; 35:1-2, 6-7; 43:19-20; Jer 31:9, 12; Ezek 34:25; Joel 2:23-26.

mountains and valleys leveled for a highway
Isa 40:3-4, “A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.”
See also Isa 36:8-10; 42:16.

healings
Isa 35:5-6, “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert . . .”
See also Isa 32:3-4; 42:16; 61:1-3; 65:19-20; Ezek 34:16; Zech 3:19.

the bride of God

Israel as an adulteress
Hos 1:2, “When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take for yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD.”
See also Isa 54:1-8; Jer 2:33-3:14; 3:20; Ezek 16; 23; Hos 2:2-13; 3:1-3; 4:4-15, 18; 5:3-4, 7; 6:10; 7:4

Israel as a faithful wife
Isa 62:4-5, “You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married. 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.”
See also Isa 50:1; 61:10; 66:7-14.
Eph 5:21-33, “Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. . .  . 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 in order to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, 27 so as to present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way, husbands should love their wives . . .”
Rev 21:1-2 (cf. 9-10), “I saw a new heaven and a new earth . . .  2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”

good news to the downtrodden
Isa 61:1-3, “The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.”
See also Isa 40:9-11; Jer 31:8; Ezek 34:11-16; 37:24-28; Zeph 3:12, 19.
Ps 146:5-10 (a Hallel hymn), “Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God, 6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; 8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10 The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD!”
Matt 11:2-5, John “sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.”
Luke 4:16-21, “When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.””

the nations and Israel

Israel as a kingdom of priests
Exod 19:5-6, “Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.””
See also Gen 12:3; Isa 61:6; 1 Pet 2:5, 9-10.

the nations judged
Joel 3:1-2, “For then, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will enter into judgment with them there, on account of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them among the nations. They have divided my land . . .”
See also Isa 41:11-13; Joel 3:19-21.

the nations converted
Isa 2:2-3, “In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”
See also Isa 42:6-7; 60:3-14; 66:19-21; Zeph 3:9-10; Zech 8:13, 20-23; 14:16-19; Mic 4:1-2.

a new Jerusalem

the elevation of Mount Zion
Zech 14:10, “The whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain aloft on its site from the Gate of Benjamin to the place of the former gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s wine presses.”
See also Isa 2:2 (= Mic 4:1).

a holy mountain
Zech 8:3-8, “Thus says the LORD: I will return to Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts shall be called the holy mountain. 4 Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their great age. 5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. 6 Thus says the LORD of hosts: Even though it seems impossible to the remnant of this people in these days, should it also seem impossible to me, says the LORD of hosts? 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: I will save my people from the east country and from the west country; 8 and I will bring them to live in Jerusalem. They shall be my people and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.”
See also Isa 11:9.

a banquet on Mount Zion
Isa 25:6-9, “On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 8 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
See also Matt 8:11; 26:29; Luke 14:15-16; 22:30; Rev 3:20, 19:9.

a city of jewels
Isa 54:11-12, “O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and not comforted, I am about to set your stones in antimony, and lay your foundations with sapphires. 12 I will make your pinnacles of rubies, your gates of jewels, and all your wall of precious stones.”
See also Ezek 28:13-19; Rev 21:18-21.

a new temple and a new land
Ezek 40-48, “42:15 When he had finished measuring the interior of the temple area, he led me out by the gate that faces east, and measured the temple area all around. . .  . 43:7 He said to me: Mortal, this is the place of my throne and the place for the soles of my feet, where I will reside among the people of Israel forever. The house of Israel shall no more defile my holy name, neither they nor their kings . . .  47:13 Thus says the Lord GOD: These are the boundaries by which you shall divide the land for inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel.”
See also Jer 31:38-40; Zech 14:8; Rev 21.

Prophecies of a Messiah
(the person who will usher in the messianic age)

a Davidic messiah
From the beginning, the kings of Israel were anointed with oil to invest them with the Spirit of God (1 Sam 9:16; 10:1, 10; 16:13; 2 Sam 2:4; 5:3; 1 Kgs 1:39; 2 Kgs 11:12; 23:30). The anointing consecrated the king to the office of God’s lieutenant (1 Sam 24:7, 11; 26:9, 11, 16, 23; 2 Sam 1:14, 16). The king was thus called the “anointed,” which in Hebrew is מָשִׁיחַ, meshiach (Greek χριστός, “Christ”). The messiah was God’s preferred (Ps 45:8), his adopted son (2 Sam 7:14; Ps 2:7), who receives special protection (Ps 18:51; 20:7; 28:8).
The reigns of David and Solomon were the golden age of Israel. David himself seemed to fulfill God’s promises to Abraham that Israel would be populous, would inherit Palestine, and would bring blessing to other nations (Gen 12:2-3; see also Gen 13:15-17; 17:1-8; 22:15-18; 26:2-5, 24; 28:1-4, 13-15; 35:9-12; 48:3-4).

Nathan’s oracle
During David’s reign, the word of the Lord came to Nathan.
2 Sam 7:16, “Nathan’s oracle” (2 Sam 7:4-5, 16-19, 29 are quoted): “The word of the Lord came to Nathan: “Go and say to David my servant, ‘This is the word of the Lord: . . .  Your family shall be established and your kingdom shall stand for all time in my sight, and your throne shall be established forever.’” Nathan recounted to David all that had been said to him and all that had been revealed. Then King David went into the presence of the Lord and took his place there and said, “What am I, Lord God, and what is my family, that thou hast brought me thus far? It was a small thing in thy sight to have planned for thy servant’s house in days long past. . .  . thou, O Lord God, hast promised, and thy blessing shall rest upon thy servant’s house for evermore.””
Nathan’s oracle is reflected in some of the royal psalms.
Ps 89:3-4, 36, “You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: 4 ‘I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.’” . . . 36 His line shall continue forever, and his throne endure before me like the sun.”
See also Ps 2:7-9; Ps 132.
The promise can also be found in the blessing of Judah (Gen 49:8-12), a passage placed in the mouth of Jacob but probably dating from the time of David.
See also Pss 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 101, 110; 2 Sam 23:1-7; 1 Chr 17:4-14.
But things fell apart soon after Solomon’s death: the kingdom was rent by civil war (922 BC), Moab and Edom revolted, Samaria fell to the Assyrians, and a similar fate hung over Jerusalem.

prophecies of Isaiah
It was in this situation that God gave to Isaiah several messianic revelations.
Emmanuel
Isa 7:10-17, “The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, Ask the Lord your God for a sign, from lowest Sheol or from highest heaven. But Ahaz said, No, I will not put the Lord to the test by asking for a sign. Then the answer came: Listen, house of David. Are you not content to wear out men’s patience? Must you also wear out the patience of my God? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign: A young woman [almah] is with child, and she will bear a son, and will call him Immanuel [God is with us]. By the time that he has learnt to reject evil and choose good, he will be eating curds and honey [a delicacy for nomads, so means good times]; before that child has learnt to reject evil and choose good, desolation will come upon the land . . .” (See also 7:9-10.)
Prince of peace
Isa 9:1-7, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light: light has dawned upon them, dwellers in a land as dark as death. You have increased their joy and given them great gladness; they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest, or as they are glad when they share out the spoil; for you have shattered the yoke that burdened them, the collar that lay heavy on their shoulders, the driver’s goad, as on the day of Midian’s defeat. All the boots of trampling soldiers and the garments fouled with blood shall become a burning mass, fuel for fire. For a boy has been born to us, a son given to us to bear the symbol of dominion on his shoulder; and he shall be called in purpose wonderful, in battle God-like, Father for all time, Prince of peace. Great shall the dominion be, and boundless the peace bestowed on David’s throne and on his kingdom, to establish it and sustain it with justice and righteousness from now and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall do this.”
Shoot of Jesse
Isa 11:1-10, “A shoot shall grow frim the stock of Jesse [David’s father], and a branch shall spring from his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, a spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord [7 gifts of the Holy Spirit]. He shall not judge by what he sees nor decide by what he hears; he shall judge the poor with justice and defend the humble in the land with equity; his mouth shall be a rod to strike down the ruthless, and with a word he sall slay the wicked. Round his waist he shall wear the belt of justice, and good faith shall be the loincloth round his body. [Justice & good faith as close to him as garments (loincloth is next to body).] Then the wolf shall live with the sheep, and the leopard lie down with the kid; the calf and the young lion shall grow up together, and a little child shall lead them; the cow and the bear shall be friends, and their young shall lie down together. The lion shall eat straw like cattle; the infant shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the young child dance over the viper’s nest. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for as the waters fill the sea, so shall the land be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. On that day a scion from the root of Jesse shall be set up as a signal to the peoples; the nations [salvation of Gentiles] shall rally to it, and its resting-place shall be glorious.” (See also 11:10-16.)
A King Shall Reign
Isa 32:1-8, “Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness
and his rulers rule with justice,
and a man shall be a refuge from the wind
and a shelter from the tempest,
or like runnels of water in dry ground,
like the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.
The eyes that can see will not be clouded,
and the ears that can hear will listen;
the anxious heart will understand and know,
and the man who stammers will at once speak plain.”
These prophecies, like the royal psalms, probably referred in their original contexts to actual descendants of David; for example, “Emmanuel” probably refers to Hezekiah. Nevertheless, the idealized descriptions, which no real king could fulfill, tended to divert the hope of the Israelites from the present toward the future.

prophecies of other prophets
Prophets other than Isaiah also spoke of a Davidic messiah.
Bethlehem of Ephrathah
Micah 5:1-5, “You, Bethlehem in Ephrathah, small as you are to be among Judah’s clans, out of you shall come forth a governor for Israel, one whose roots are far back in the past, in days gone by. Therefore only so long as a woman is in labour [9 months, i.e., a short time] shall he give up Israel; and then those that survive of his race shall rejoin their brethren. He shall appear and be their shepherd in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall continue, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; and he shall be a man of peace.”
a righteous Branch
Jer 23:5-6, “The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.””
Jer 33:14-26, “The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 17 For thus says the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel, 18 and the levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to offer burnt offerings, to make grain offerings, and to make sacrifices for all time. 19 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 20 Thus says the LORD: If any of you could break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night would not come at their appointed time, 21 only then could my covenant with my servant David be broken, so that he would not have a son to reign on his throne, and my covenant with my ministers the Levites. 22 Just as the host of heaven cannot be numbered and the sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will increase the offspring of my servant David, and the Levites who minister to me. 23 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 24 Have you not observed how these people say, “The two families that the LORD chose have been rejected by him,” and how they hold my people in such contempt that they no longer regard them as a nation? 25 Thus says the LORD: Only if I had not established my covenant with day and night and the ordinances of heaven and earth, 26 would I reject the offspring of Jacob and of my servant David and not choose any of his descendants as rulers over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes, and will have mercy upon them.”
one shepherd
Ezek 34:22-24, “I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.”
Ezek 37:24-28, “My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall follow my ordinances and be careful to observe my statutes. 25 They shall live in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, in which your ancestors lived; they and their children and their children’s children shall live there forever; and my servant David shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary among them forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations shall know that I the LORD sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary is among them forevermore.”

Babylonian exile
But in 587 BC, the Babylonians conquer Judah and exile the king.
The anointed of Yahweh is taken prisoner by pagans.
Lam 4:20, “The Lord’s anointed, the breath of our life, was taken in their pits—the one of whom we said, “Under his shadow we shall live among the nations.””
The covenant seems broken; the special promise to David seems to have been revoked.
Ps 89:38-39, 49, “But now you have spurned and rejected him; you are full of wrath against your anointed. 39 You have renounced the covenant with your servant; you have defiled his crown in the dust. . .  . 49 Lord, where is your steadfast love of old, which by your faithfulness you swore to David?”

restoration
Zerubbabel
For one brief moment, hopes of a renewed Davidic kingdom revived around the person of Zerubbabel, the Persian-appointed governor of Judea shortly after the return from the exile (c 520 BC). As the grandson of Jehoiachin, the last king of Judah (2 Kgs 24:8-17; 25:27-30), Zerubbabel was of Davidic descent and might well inflame hopes of a new David.
Hag 2:20-23, “The word of the LORD came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month: 21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the heavens and the earth, 22 and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I am about to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders; and the horses and their riders shall fall, every one by the sword of a comrade. 23 On that day, says the LORD of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, son of Shealtiel, says the LORD, and make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you, says the LORD of hosts.”
(See also Zech 3:8, 4:6-10,14, 6:9-14.)
Yet Zerubbabel seems to have faded out of history soon after these prophecies.
later post-exilic period
Despite the dashed hopes, the messianic texts remained; if there no longer remained an actual king on whom to fix them, then they must refer to some future king. Thus the royal psalms and messianic prophecies, which had originally referred to actual kings, were now sung or read to refer to a future, ideal anointed.
It seems likely that texts which refer to priests as “anointed” all date from after the exile, though many of the texts are inserted in books dealing with earlier events. Some of these texts make the rite of anointing of priests go back as far as Aaron (Lev 4:3,5,16, 2 Mac 1:10). Since there is no longer a king, the high priest becomes the messiah (Dan 9:25). This development is a natural extension of certain prophetic texts which assoicated royalty with priesthood in the messianic age (Jer 33:14-18; Ezek 45:1-8; Zech 4:1-14; 6:13).
Dead Sea Scrolls
“According to some of the Dead Sea Scrolls, there were to be two messiahs. One would be the royal, conquering messiah of Davidic descent (and therefore of the tribe of Judah), and the other would be a priestly messiah, the “messiah of Aaron” (and therefore of the tribe of Levi).
James C. VanderKam (The Dead Sea Scrolls Today.Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994. 117-18): “The messiah of Israel . . .  will defeat Israel’s foes and execute justice. But at his side we regularly find [the messiah of Aaron,] a priest who instructs him and carries out other sacerdotal duties.”
See Manual of Discipline 9.11.
See Rule of the Congregation 2.11-22.
the period just before Christ
The hope for a Davidic messiah seems to have become more militantly national. The messiah is to be an earthly conqueror.
Psalms of Solomon 17 (c. 45 BC), “O Lord, raise up unto them their king, the son of David . . .  gird him with strength, that he may shatter unrighteous rulers, and that he may purge Jerusalem from nations that trample [her] down to destruction.”
(See also Ps Sol 35 and 36.)

the servant of Yahweh

the four servant songs
Isa 42:1-4, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.”
Isa 49:1-6, “Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” 5 And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—6 he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.””
Isa 50:4-9, “The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6 I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7 The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8 he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.”
Isa 52:13-53:12, “See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. 14 Just as there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—15 so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 53:1 Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. 4 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 9 They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 11 Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
In the first song God is the speaker, in the second and third songs the servant is the speaker, and in the fourth song God speaks, then unidentified persons speak.

possible identities of the servant
historical Israel
In 49:3 the servant is Israel.
Elsewhere 2 Isaiah refers to Israel as the servant of Yahweh.
Isa 41:8-9, “But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 9 you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off” . . .”
Isa 44:1, 21, “But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! . . .  21 Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; I formed you, you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me.”
Isa 42:19, “Who is blind but my servant, or deaf like my messenger whom I send? Who is blind like my dedicated one, or blind like the servant of the LORD?”
Isa 45:4, “For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me.”
Isa 48:20, “Go out from Babylon, flee from Chaldea, declare this with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it forth to the end of the earth; say, “The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob!””
But the servant has a mission to Israel (Isa 49:5-6, “And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—6 he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.””). The unidentified speakers of the last song are best understood as Israel.
an ideal Israel
The prophets spoke of a “purified remnant” (Isa 10:20-22 etc.) in the future; perhaps the servant is Israel as it will be when it receives a new heart and the outpouring of the spirit. Yet the servant does seem to be an individual.
an individual (whose specific identity is indeterminate)
The servant has a mission to Israel (49:5-6).
“We” of the last song is probably Israel.
an historical individual (Jehoiachin, or Zerubbabel?)
a prophet (2 Isaiah? a future prophet?)
Speech is his weapon (49:2).
He is called from the womb (49:1 see also Jer 1:5).
He is persecuted (see also Jer 11).
probably an ideal individual

characteristics of the servant
Numbers after characteristics refer to the “possible identities of the servant” just given. Only characteristics that strongly support an identity are given a number.
Isa 42:1-4 (speaker: God; addressee: presumably Israel)
a servant
a chosen one (1, 3)
God’s spirit is on him (3)
brings justice to the Gentiles (1)
compassionate
will not damage a bruised reed
will not extinguish a smoldering wick
low-key, not ostentatious (3)
a teacher (1, 3)
Isa 49:1-6 (speaker: servant; addressee: Israel)
“my servant, Israel” (1)
past misfortune, present trust (1, 3)
redeems Israel
arrow in quiver (3)
chosen from womb (3)
a judge (“mouth a sword”) (3)
a teacher (“light to the Gentiles”) (1)
Isa 50:4-9 (speaker: servant; addressee: Israel)
encourager (“sustain the weary”) (3)
ear open to God (3)
shamed (1, 3)
“turned back to smiters”
“did not hide from shame and spitting”
will be vindicated (1, 3)
“vindication is near”
a deeper trust in God (1)
Isa 52:13-53:12 (speaker: Israel; addressee: unknown)
shamed to mutilation (3)
will be exalted (3)
“lifted up”
“very high”
“we” (2)
plain in appearance (1)
“a man” (2)
vicarious atonement (1 [see Gen 12:2-3]) by means of death (1 if figurative, 2 if literal)
silence
past tense (1)
prosperity (1 if death is figurative) or resurrection (if death is literal): “see his offspring”

the Son of man

mortal man
“Son of man” (בן אדם) was a Hebrew idiom for “a mortal man.”
Ps 8:4: “what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals [ben ´adam] that you care for them?”
Ezek 2:1-3:2, “He said to me: O mortal [ben ´adam], stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2 And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3 He said to me, Mortal [ben ´adam], I am sending you to the people of Israel . . .  6 And you, O mortal [ben ´adam], do not be afraid of them . . .  8 But you, mortal [ben ´adam], hear what I say to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you. . .  . 3:1 He said to me, O mortal [ben ´adam], eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel. 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat.”

ancient of days
Dan 7:2, 9, 13-14, “I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night . . . 9 As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. . . . 13 As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. 14 To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.”
The “son of man” here is Israel: Dan 7:18, “But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom for ever—for ever and ever.”
But the figure in Dan 7:14 is not the son of man: he is “like a son of man.”
He is a supernatural and ultimate leader (“kingly power [over] all people”).

1 Enoch (c. 105-64 BCE[footnoteRef:2]) [2:  Charlesworth, James H., ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. 2 vols. Garden City: Doubleday, 1983, 1.34, 35, 43-44, 49.] 

texts[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Charles, R.H. The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament. Oxford: Clarendon, 1913.] 

[bookmark: 46_2][bookmark: 46_3][bookmark: 46_4]46:1-4, “And there I saw One who had a head of days, And His head was white like wool, And with Him was another being whose countenance had the appearance of a man, And his face was full of graciousness, like one of the holy angels. 2 And I asked the angel who went with me and showed me all the hidden things, concerning that 3 Son of Man, who he was, and whence he was, (and) why he went with the Head of Days? And he answered and said unto me: This is the son of Man who hath righteousness, With whom dwelleth righteousness, And who revealeth all the treasures of that which is hidden, Because the Lord of Spirits hath chosen him, And whose lot hath the pre-eminence before the Lord of Spirits in uprightness for ever. 4 And this Son of Man whom thou hast seen Shall raise up the kings and the mighty from their seats, [And the strong from their thrones] And shall loosen the reins of the strong, And break the teeth of the sinners.”
[bookmark: 48_3][bookmark: 48_4][bookmark: 48_5][bookmark: 48_6][bookmark: 48_7]48:2-7, “And at that hour that Son of Man was named In the presence of the Lord of Spirits, And his name before the Head of Days. 3 Yea, before the sun and the signs were created, Before the stars of the heaven were made, His name was named before the Lord of Spirits. 4 He shall be a staff to the righteous whereon to stay themselves and not fall, And he shall be the light of the Gentiles, And the hope of those who are troubled of heart. 5 All who dwell on earth shall fall down and worship before him, And will praise and bless and celebrate with song the Lord of Spirits. 6 And for this reason hath he been chosen and hidden before Him, Before the creation of the world and for evermore. 7 And the wisdom of the Lord of Spirits hath revealed him to the holy and righteous; For he hath preserved the lot of the righteous, Because they have hated and despised this world of unrighteousness, And have hated all its works and ways in the name of the Lord of Spirits: For in his name they are saved, And according to his good pleasure hath it been in regard to their life.”
[bookmark: 62_7][bookmark: 62_8][bookmark: 62_9][bookmark: 62_10][bookmark: 62_11][bookmark: 62_12][bookmark: 62_13][bookmark: 62_14]62:6-14, “And the kings and the mighty and all who possess the earth shall bless and glorify and extol him who rules over all, who was hidden. 7 For from the beginning the Son of Man was hidden, And the Most High preserved him in the presence of His might, And revealed him to the elect. 8 And the congregation of the elect and holy shall be sown, And all the elect shall stand before him on that day. 9 And all the kings and the mighty and the exalted and those who rule the earth Shall fall down before him on their faces, And worship and set their hope upon that Son of Man, And petition him and supplicate for mercy at his hands. 10 Nevertheless that Lord of Spirits will so press them That they shall hastily go forth from His presence, And their faces shall be filled with shame, And the darkness grow deeper on their faces. 11 And He will deliver them to the angels for punishment, To execute vengeance on them because they have oppressed His children and His elect 12 And they shall be a spectacle for the righteous and for His elect: They shall rejoice over them, Because the wrath of the Lord of Spirits resteth upon them, And His sword is drunk with their blood. 13 And the righteous and elect shall be saved on that day, And they shall never thenceforward see the face of the sinners and unrighteous. 14 And the Lord of Spirits will abide over them, And with that Son of Man shall they eat And lie down and rise up for ever and ever.”
[bookmark: 69_27][bookmark: 69-28][bookmark: 69_29]69:26c-29, “the name of that Son of Man had been revealed unto them. 27 And he sat on the throne of his glory, And the sum of judgement was given unto the Son of Man, And he caused the sinners to pass away and be destroyed from off the face of the earth, And those who have led the world astray. 28 With chains shall they be bound, And in their assemblage-place of destruction shall they be imprisoned, And all their works vanish from the face of the earth. 29 And from henceforth there shall be nothing corruptible; For that Son of Man has appeared, And has seated himself on the throne of his glory, And all evil shall pass away before his face, And the word of that Son of Man shall go forth And be strong before the Lord of Spirits.”
salient features
The Son of man pre-exists creation.
He is the light and hope of peoples.
Men are saved in his name.
He will judge from his throne.
2 Esdras (c. 100 CE)
2 Esdras 13:1-5, 10-13a, 20c, 25-26, “After seven days I dreamed a dream in the night. 2 And lo, a wind arose from the sea and stirred up all its waves. 3 As I kept looking the wind made something like the figure of a man come up out of the heart of the sea. And I saw that this man flew with the clouds of heaven; and wherever he turned his face to look, everything under his gaze trembled, 4 and whenever his voice issued from his mouth, all who heard his voice melted as wax melts when it feels the fire. 5 After this I looked and saw that an innumerable multitude of people were gathered together from the four winds of heaven to make war against the man who came up out of the sea. . . . 10 but I saw only how he sent forth from his mouth something like a stream of fire, and from his lips a flaming breath, and from his tongue he shot forth a storm of sparks.] 11 All these were mingled together, the stream of fire and the flaming breath and the great storm, and fell on the onrushing multitude that was prepared to fight, and burned up all of them, so that suddenly nothing was seen of the innumerable multitude but only the dust of ashes and the smell of smoke. When I saw it, I was amazed. 12 After this I saw the same man come down from the mountain and call to himself another multitude that was peaceable. 13a Then many people came to him, some of whom were joyful and some sorrowful; some of them were bound, and some were bringing others as offerings. . . . 20c He answered me and said, . . . 25 ‘This is the interpretation of the vision: As for your seeing a man come up from the heart of the sea, 26 this is he whom the Most High has been keeping for many ages, who will himself deliver his creation; and he will direct those who are left.’””
salient features
The Son of man pre-exists creation.
He is the light and hope of peoples.
Men are saved in his name.
He will judge from his throne.
He is a supernatural warrior.
He is victor in cosmic war

New Testament

instances

“Son of man” does not occur in the NT except on Jesus’ lips. He uses it to refer to:
his human condition (e.g., Matt 8:20)
his passion and death (e.g., Matt 12:40)
his superhuman powers (e.g., Matt 9:6)
his messianic mission (e.g., Matt 12:32)
his coming at the end of time (e.g., Matt 10:23).

MERGER: JESUS AS MESSIAH

The merging of the Isaian suffering-servant concept with the apocalyptic son-of-man concept appears to be original with Jesus.

After Jesus’ death, “messiah” (Greek χριστός, christos, “anointed one”) subsumed the meanings of other titles given to Jesus, such as:
Lord
servant
lamb
Son of man
Son of God

So “messiah” became a proper name, as it is already in Paul: “Jesus Christ.”

