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Vatican II was an ecumenical (worldwide) meeting of Catholic bishops from 1962-1965. 2,400 bishops attended. (Compare the first ecumenical council, Nicea I, in 325: 220 bishops attended.)

The aim of Vatican II was not primarily dogmatic or reforming but pastoral: it sought to enhance effective reaching out to the world.

Based on renewals in biblical and liturgical studies, it produced 16 documents. The most important theologically are the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, and the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World.

Here are the 16 documents it produced.

4 constitutions

	Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen gentium) (November 21, 1964)
	Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum) (November 18, 1965)
	Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum concilium) (December 4, 1963)
	Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et spes) (December 7, 1965)

3 declarations

	Declaration on Christian Education (Gravissimum educationis) (October 28, 1965)
	Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to Non-Christian Religions (Nostra aetate) (October 28, 1965)
	Declaration on Religious Freedom (Dignitatis humanae) (December 7, 1965)

9 decrees

	Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops in the Church (Christus Dominus) (October 28, 1965)
	Decree on Priestly Training (Optatam totius) (October 28, 1965)
	Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests (Presbyterorum ordinis) (December 7, 1965)
	Decree on the Adaptation and Renewal of Religious Life (Perfectae caritatis) (October 28, 1965)
	Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity (Apostolicam actuositatem) (November 18, 1965)
	Decree on the Catholic Churches of the Eastern Rite (Orientalium ecclesiarum) (November 21, 1964)
	Decree on Ecumenism (Unitatis redintegratio) (November 21, 1964)
	Decree on the Mission Activity of the Church (Ad gentes) (November 18, 1965)
	Decree on the Media of Social Communications (Inter mirifica) (December 4, 1963)

