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the four Corinthian letters

In addition to 1-2 Corinthians, which we have, Paul makes reference to two other letters to the Corinthians. Although we don’t have those letters, some hypothesize that parts of them have been incorporated into 2 Corinthians (6:14-7:1; 10-13).

pre-1 Corinthians	= 2 Cor 6:14-7:1?
1 Cor 5:9, “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral persons . . .”
1 Corinthians		= 1 Corinthians
tearful letter		= 2 Cor 10-13?
2 Cor 2:3-4, “And I wrote as I did, so that when I came, I might not suffer grief from those who should have made me rejoice, for I am confident about all of you, that my joy would be the joy of all of you. 4 For I wrote you out of much distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you grief but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.”
2 Cor 7:8, “For although I grieved you with my letter, I do not regret it. Although I did regret it (for I see that that letter caused you grief, though only briefly), 9 now I rejoice, not because you were grieved but because your grief led to repentance, for you felt a godly grief, so that you were not harmed in any way by us.”
2 Corinthians		= 2 Cor 1-9

an outline of 1 Corinthians

In 1 Corinthians, Paul responds to several concerns that the Corinthians have brought to his attention. Paul learns of some of their concerns from “Chloe’s people”; he learns of others from a letter sent to him from the Corinthians.

report from “Chloe’s people”
1) factions	chs 1-4
2) incestuous man	5
3) lawsuits before pagans	6
4) sins against the body	6
letter from the Corinthians
5) marriage, divorce, and celibacy	7
6) meat offered to idols	8-10
7) order at liturgies	11
a) subordination of women	11
b) the Eucharist	11
c) spiritual gifts	12-14
8) resurrection	15
conclusion	16

the “Corinthian heresy”

The Corinthians believed that God had already granted salvation in its fullness. Hence the presence among them of ecstatics. Hence too their emphasis on gifts that lift above the physical world (language of angels [13:1], etc.). Because this position demeans the physical aspect of creation, it results either in libertinism or asceticism.
libertinism
The libertine Corinthians’ slogans were “‘All things are lawful’” (6:12, 10:23) and “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food’” (6:12). They assumed that “being in Christ allows one to give free rein to all physical desires.” (Furnish 31)
asceticism
Asceticism claims that physical impulses must be denied, repressed. The ascetic Corinthians’ slogan was  (7:1) “It is good for a man not to touch [have sexual relations with] a woman.”
Paul taught the incompatibility of membership in Christ’s body and sexual union with a prostitute. See 6:15-16a, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her?” “This was probably a standard part of his missionary teaching. . . . [But] Some Corinthians had misunderstood this to mean that any kind of sexual union defiles,” even the union of husband and wife. (Furnish 33)
Paul’s response to the Corinthians’ position
1 Cor 8:1, “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”
1 Cor 4:8ab, “Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Quite apart from us you have become kings!”
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