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Jesus gives a sermon near the beginning of his public ministry. (It is sometimes called his “inaugural sermon.”) Because the introduction to Matthew’s version of the sermon says that, “When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain” (Matt 5:1) to deliver the sermon, his version is called “the Sermon on the Mount” (Matt 4:23-7:28). Because the introduction to Luke’s version says that “He came down with them [the twelve] and stood on a level place with a great crowd” (Luke 6:17), his version is called “the Sermon on the Plain” (Luke 6:17-49).

Here is a synopsis of the Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plain.


		Matthew	Mark			Luke

4	23	crowds follow Jesus	(3.7-13a)	6	17	crowds follow Jesus
5	3	beatitudes			20	beatitudes and woes
	13	salt of the earth	(9.49-50)			(14.34-35)
	14	+ light of the world
	15	+ hidden lamp	(4.21)			(8.16) (11.33)
	17	the law and the prophets
		antitheses
	21		murder and wrath
	23		+ reconcile before altar
	25		+ reconcile before court				(12.57-59)
	27		adultery and lust
	29		+ remove hand or eye (= 18.8-9)			(9.43-48)
	31		divorce				(16.18)
	33		oaths
							love of enemies
			(5.39-42)			27		love of enemies
	38		retaliation			29		retaliation
			(7.12)			31		golden rule
			(5.46) (5.45)			32		love of enemies
	43		love of enemies
		piety, public and secret
6	1		almsgiving
	5		prayer
	7		+ long prayers
	9		+ Lord’s Prayer				(11.1-4)
	14		+ forgive to be forgiven (=11.25-26)
	16		fasting		
	19	treasures in heaven				(12.33-34)
	22	the sound eye				(11.34-36)
	24	God and mammon				(16.13)
	25	anxiety				(12.22-32)
		judging				judging
7	1		judge not			37		judge not
	2b		the measure you give (=13.12)	(4.24-25)		38		the measure you give (=8.18b)
			(15.14)			39		blind leading the blind
			(10.24-25)			40		disciple not above teacher
	3	speck and log			41		speck and log
	6	pearls before swine
	7	ask, seek, knock				(11.9-10)
	9	give son a serpent				(11.11-13)
	12	golden rule				(6.31)
	13	the narrow gate				(13.23-24)
	15	wolves in sheep’s clothing
	16	by their fruits (=12.33)			43	by their fruits
		(12.34-35)			45	mouth and heart
	21	saying “Lord, Lord”			46	saying “Lord, Lord”
	22	exclusion from the kingdom				(13.25-27)
	24	houses on rock and sand			47	houses on rock and sand

