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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BASIC CHURCH DOCUMENTS

[bookmark: _Hlk503229990]“Basic Church Documents: World Wide Web.” St. John’s Seminary (Camarillo CA). N.d. 18 Apr. 2010. <http://library.stjohnsem.edu/basic church docs.htm>.

Vatican and U.S. Bishops Websites

Many recent documents, with limited older material, are made available on the Vatican and U.S. Bishops Web sites.

The Holy See (Vatican): www.vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.nccbuscc.org

Especially for older documents, explore the sites below.

Papal Encyclicals Online: http://www.papalencyclicals.net/
EWTN Searchable Library: http://www.ewtn.com/ewtn/library/search.asp
Catholic Information Network: www.cin.org/ftp.html
Catholic Documents by Subject: www.catholic.net/extlinks.phtml?cat=8
New Advent: Church Documents: http://www.newadvent.org/docs

In-Library Sources

Origins (1971-)
Origins is a reliable source for items from U.S. Bishops as well as significant documents from the Vatican. Even with the advent of web sites for the Holy See and US bishops, Origins remains indispensable, with much retrospective material. Consult pink index pages in each volume. See
cumulative index for 1971-1990.

Catholic Periodical and Literature Index (CPLI). online database. Also on CD-ROM.
Although there are unfortunate gaps in coverage, the indexing of CPLI is often easier to use than Origins’ own index.

L’Osservatore Romano. Newspaper. Available in paper, microfilm and on CD. Check holdings in catalog for details.
Official Vatican weekly in English. International scope, including documents, addresses and pronouncements, many not available elsewhere in English. Extensive coverage of papal 
activities, as well as documents from the congregations and curia. Annual index on film. Items may also be indexed in CPLI.

The Pope Speaks (1954-). Periodical.
Selected papal as well as other Vatican documents.

Papal Documents

Encyclicals of John Paul II. 1978.
Ref BX 860 1978 .A213 1996

Papal Encyclicals: 1740-1981. 1981. 5 vols.
Ref BX 860.C37 1981
The most complete collection of texts for the period. Good subject index.

Papal Pronouncements: 1740-1978. 2 vols.
Ref BX 850 .P36
Excellent subject index. Citations and brief abstracts with English translation noted when available. In general does not index the encyclicals (see above collection).

Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortations of John Paul II. 1998.
Ref BX 870 .C36 J5316 1998
Six documents, to 1997.

Other Reference Resources

Decrees of the Ecumenical Councils. 1990. 2 vols.
Ref BX 825 .A1990
Collection of all major councils, including Trent and Vatican I and II. Latin and English on facing pages.

Vatican Council II: The Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents.
Ref BX 830 1962 A3. F55
Primary documents.

Neuner, J., SJ, and J. Dupuis, SJ. The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic Church. 1996. 8th rev. and enlarged ed. Ed. Leonard Fernando, SJ, and D. John Romus. 2022.
BX 1747.5 .C48 2022
Classified compendium by topic from important documents and writings spanning the centuries. A kind of summa of the teachings of the Church. Based on the famous original “Denzinger.”

Pastoral Letters of the United States Catholic Bishops. 1792-. 1997. 6 vols.
Ref BX 874 .A2 C37
Important pronouncements and position papers from the US Bishops issued as letters. Volume six covers up to 1997.

The Papacy: An Encyclopedia. 2002. 3 vols.
Ref BX 955.2.D53 2002 
An encyclopedia on a broad range of topics having to do with the Papacy. Includes bibliographies.

Catholic Social Thought: The Documentary Heritage.
BX 1753 .C39 1992
Basic collection of church documents on social issues.

Documents on the Liturgy: 1963-1979.
BX 2207 .C47 1983
English versions of selected documents from a period of major liturgical reform. In depth resource of original material.

Marquette University Index
BX 873.7 .M37 1991
Specialized checklist of NCCB and USCC documents, 1960-90.

More Resources

Hünermann, Peter, Helmut Hoping, Robert L. Fastiggi, Anne Englund Nash, and Heinrich Denzinger, eds. Compendium of Creeds, Definitions, and Declarations on Matters of Faith and Morals. San Francisco: Ignatius, 2012.
BX 1749 .D4 2012
Originally published by Heinrich Denzinger as the Enchiridion symbolorum (1854), this work is often known simply as “Denzinger.” It is the best-known compendium of doctrines/teachings of the Magisterium. It had an original numbering of paragraphs, superseded by the numbering in Adolf Schönmetzer’s revision (the DS number).

Acta Apostolicae Sedis (1865-). Periodical.
Cited as AAS; the official source for documents and speeches of the Pope, in addition to the acts and decisions of congregations and other curial bodies. In original language, most frequently Latin.

Critical Guide to Catholic Reference Books
BX 1751.2 .M33 1989
Though out of date, a standard guide. Includes sections on “sources” for documentary research.

Enchiridion Documentorum Instaurationis Liturgicae. 1970. 3 vols.
BX 1970 .A57
Latin collection of documents on the liturgy.


OTHER REFERENCE WORKS

[bookmark: _Hlk503229967][bookmark: _Hlk503229826]“Selected Reference Works for the Study of Theology.” Library.Vanderbilt.edu. N.d. 21 Feb. 1997. Web. <library.vanderbilt.edu/divinity/bibs/theorefs.html>. (Here edited by Dr. Paul Hahn, University of St. Thomas, Houston TX.)


Betz, Hans Dieter, et al., eds. Religion Past and Present: Encyclopedia of Theology and Religion. 4th English ed. 6 vols. (at present, A-J). Leiden: Brill, 2007-. (Trans. of: Galling, Kurt, ed. Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart: Handwörterbuch fuer Theologie und Religionswissenschaft. 3rd ed. 1957.) Ref. BL31.R382r 1957 Six volumes plus an index. Known as the RGG, all three editions are important because of the status of the contributors and the references in the bibliographies. The index volume gives extensive treatment to both contributors and subject matter.

Catholic University of America faculty, eds. New Catholic Encyclopedia. 15 vols. New York: McGraw‑Hill, 1967. Supplemental volumes, 1974, 1979, 1989, 1996. 2nd ed. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2003. Ref. BX841 .N44 2002 Vol. 15 is an index, 16 is a supplement covering 1967‑74, and 17 is a supplement on change in the church. Some 17,000 signed articles, most with bibliographies. Covers the major figures, doctrines, and events which have influenced Roman Catholic history, with emphasis on English‑speaking regions.

Christman, J. Creighton, ed. Religious and Theological Abstracts. Myerstown: Religious and Theological Abstracts, 1957‑present. Ref. Z7753.R3 Articles from three hundred journals are abstraced quarterly and classified into four general sections (historical theology, systematic theology, biblical studies, and practical theology). Includes cumulative subject and author indices for each volume.

Coxe, A. Cleveland, ed. The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325. 10 vols. New York: Christian Literature, 1885-96. Based on: Ante-Nicene Christian Library. Ed. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson. Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1868-73.) ChristianCulture.org. 2010. Web. 5 Jan. 2010. <http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/fathers/>.

Cross, F.L., and Elizabeth A. Livingstone. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. 3rd ed. rev. New York: OUP, 2005. (Major editions: 19581, 19742, 19973.) (Editions: 1st ed. 1957; 2nd ed. 1974, rpt. with revisions 1983; 3rd ed. 1997; 3rd ed. revised 2005.) REF BR 95 .O8 2005. 480 contributors from all denominations.

Daniel-Rops, Henri, ed. Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of Catholicism. 150 vols. New York: Hawthorn, 1959-71. (French: Je sais—je crois: Encyclopédie du Catholique au XXème siècle. Paris: Arthème Fayard, 1960.) REF BX 880 .T9.

Davis, H. Francis, et al., eds. A Catholic Dictionary of Theology. London: Thomas Nelson, 1962‑. Ref. BX 841.C360 Subtitled “A Work Projected with the Approval of the Catholic Hierarchy of England and Wales.” Three of the four volumes have appeared. Long, signed articles by scholars in respective fields; selective bibliographies. Reflects the thought and interests of Vatican II.

Edwards, Paul, ed. The Encyclopedia of Philosophy. New York: Macmillan, 1967. Ref. B41.E3 Extensive thematic and historical coverage. Treats a broad spectrum of philosophical issues, but from an essentially Anglo‑American perspective. Articles are by major contemporary philosophers and scholars; longer entries include bibliographies, some annotated.

Eliade, Mircea, ed. The Encyclopedia of Religion. 15 vols. New York: Macmillan, 1987. Ref. BL31.E46 1987 Signed articles by major scholars. Wide coverage of the ideas, rituals, events, symbols, and persons which make up the world’s religions. Particularly valuable as an introduction to the history, basic concepts and practices of non‑Christian religions. Brief bibliographies.

Ford, David F., ed. Modern Theologians: An Introduction to Christian Theology in the Twentieth Century. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1989. Ref. BT28.M59 Two volumes of essays written by respected scholars. Volume 1 looks at fourteen individual Protestant and Roman Catholic theologians, and is divided into five parts. Volume 2 discusses fourteen theological movements, also divided into five parts. Extensive bibliographies follow each essay.

Harvey, Van A. Handbook of Theological Terms. New York: Macmillan, 1964. Ref. BR95.H34h Concise definitions of historic theological terms.

Hastings, James, ed. Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. 13 vols. Edinburgh: Clark; New York: Scribner’s, 1908-27. Rpt. 1951. Rpt. Whitefish MT: Kessinger, 2003. Ref. BL31.E57e 1951 A comprehensive work, now somewhat dated. Broad coverage of persons, issues, and events in religion and ethics. Articles by major figures of the turn of the century. Good bibliographies, excellent indexing.

Herbermann, Charles George, et al., eds. The Catholic Encyclopedia. 18 vols. New York: Robert Appleton, 1907-14. Vol. 16 is an index. Vols. 17 and 18 are supplements, published in 1922 and 1958.

Jackson, Samuel Macauley, ed. The Schaff‑Herzog Encyclopedia/The New Schaff‑Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1949‑50. Ref. BR95.S296n Twelve volumes plus an index volume. This edition is a revision and translation of the third edition of the Realencyclopäie. Considered to be strong on classical theological positions, church history, and biography, but rather weak on Biblical studies. Extensive bibliographies found throughout the volumes.

Komonchak, Joseph A., Mary Collins, and Dermot A. Lane, eds. New Dictionary of Theology. Wilmington: Glazier, 1987. Ref. BR95.N48 1987 Signed articles of uneven length; twenty‑four topics are examined in major entries. Hindered by lack of indexing, although there are some cross‑references. Selective bibliographies cite both Protestant and Roman Catholic works.

Latourelle, René, and Rino Fisichella, eds. Dictionary of Fundamental Theology. New York: Crossroad, 1994.

Loetscher, Lefferts A., ed. Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1955. Ref. BR95.T54 Supplements The New Schaff‑Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge by focusing on more recent developments in church history and in practical theology.

Muller, Richard A. Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms: Drawn Principally from Protestant Scholastic Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1985. Ref. BR95.M86 1985 Several thousand theological terms and short phrases are translated, many of which include extended historical definitions and usages. Important for placing terms in theological context. Many words are cross‑indexed.

Parente, Pietro, ed. Dictionary of Dogmatic Theology. Milwaukee: Bruce, 1951. REF BR95 .P3

Peerman, Dean G., and Martin E. Marty, eds. A Handbook of Christian Theologians. Enlarged ed. Nashville: Abingdon, 1984. Ref. BT28.H33 1984 Well‑written summaries of the thought of thirty‑eight influential theologians of the past one hundred and fifty years. Contributors are themselves well‑known scholars.

Pelikan, Jaroslav, ed. Twentieth Century Theology in the Making. London: Fontana, 1969; London: Collins, 1970; New York: 1971 (paperback). Ref. BR45.R4235b Translations from the second edition of Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart (the RGG, see “Galling” entry) with selected articles by Troeltsch, Harnack, Barth, Tillich, and others. See also “Betz” entry for another translation.

Rahner, Karl, ed. Encyclopedia of Theology: The Concise Sacramentum Mundi. New York: Seabury, 1975. Ref. BR95.E48 Contains revised versions of major articles from Sacramentum Mundi and other works as well as entirely new articles. Entries are signed; no bibliographies.

Rahner, Karl, ed. Sacramentum Mundi: An Encyclopedia of Theology. 6 vols. New York: Herder and Herder, 1968‑70. Ref. BR95.S123 Considered a “Summa” of modern Roman Catholic theology, incorporates a post‑Vatican II viewpoint. Contains over one thousand articles by more than six hundred international scholars. Selective bibliographies. Vol. 6 has a general index and list of contributors.

Richardson, Alan, and John Bowden, eds. The Westminster Dictionary of Christian Theology. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1983. Ref. BR95.W494 1983 Compared to its predecessor (A Dictionary of Christian Theology), this work has articles on more recent theological developments and interests, e.g., the relation of theology to other disciplines and to other religions, theologies of liberation, religious language, etc. Contributors are major contemporary theologians from a broad theological and confessional spectrum. Selective bibliographies.

Richardson, Alan, ed. A Dictionary of Christian Theology. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1969. Ref. BR95.M86 1985 Contains excellent articles on the classical formulations of major doctrines, e.g., Christology, Atonement, Holy Spirit, etc. Longer entries include brief bibliographies.

Schaff, Philip, and Henry Wace, eds. A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church. Series 1 (Augustine and Chrysostom), ed. Philip Schaff, 14 vols. Series 2 (others), ed. Philip Schaff and Henry Wace, 14 vols. Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark; New York: Christian Literature, 1886-1900. ChristianCulture.org. 2010. Web. 5 Jan. 2010. <catholicculture.org/culture/library/fathers/>.

Thomas Aquinas, OP. Summa theologiae: Latin Text and English Translation, Introductions, Notes, Appendices, and Glossaries. Ed. Thomas Gilby, OP. 55 vols. Cambridge: Blackfriars; London: Eyre and Spottiswode; New York: McGraw-Hill, 1964-81.

Ziefle, Helmut W. Dictionary of Modern Theological German. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982. Ref. BR95.Z53 1982 Over 10,000 entries with brief definitions. Strong in biblical studies, weaker in the theological disciplines. Includes appendices of irregular verbs and the books of the Bible.

FRENCH AND GERMAN REFERENCES

Viller, Marcel, ed. Dictionnaire de spiritualité ascetique et mystique. Paris: Beauchesne, 1937‑. Ref. BX841.D67 Fifteen volumes have been published to date, from “A” through “Spiritualité”. Surveys and details significant spiritual movements in North African and Byzantine history as well as those of Western Europe. Substantial bibliographies cite French sources almost exclusively.

Vacant, Alfred (1852-1901), and Eugene Mangenot, eds. Dictionnaire de théologie catholique: contenant l’expose des doctrines de la théologie catholique, leurs preuves et leur histoire. Ed. Alred Vacant (vols. 1-7), Eugene Mangenot (vols. 8-15), and Emile Amann. 30 vols. in 15. Paris: Letouzey et Ané, 1899-50. “Tables generales” by Bernard Loth and Albert Michel. Ref. BX841.D544 Indices in supplements. Substantial articles on modern European (especially French) theology and its historical development. Particularly strong in medieval theology.

Fahlbusch, Erwin, ed. Evangelisches Kirchenlexikon: Internationale theologische Enzyclopaedie. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1985‑. Ref. BR95.E89 1985 Two volumes have appeared thus far. Lengthy, signed articles by prominent scholars. Select bibliographies include journal citations.

Hoefer, Josef, and Karl Rahner, eds. Lexikon für Theologie und Kirche. 2nd ed. 14 vols. Freiburg: Herder, 1957‑67. Ref. BR95.L6 Ten volumes plus an index volume (with an extensive subject index, an analytical index, a geographical index, and a list of contributors with entries contributed) and three supplementary volumes that treat Vatican II. Contains mostly short, signed articles, but does have some longer essays. Selective bibliographies.

Herzog, Johan Jakob, and Albert Hauck, eds. 24 vols. Realencyklopaedie für protestantische Theologie und Kirche. 3rd ed. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1896‑13. Ref. BR95.H582r Vol. 22 is an index; vols. 23-24 are supplementary volumes. Long, signed articles by specialists in respective fields, most with bibliographies. Still of historical value, though now rather dated.

Krause, Gerhard, and Gerhard Mueller, eds. Theologische Realenzyklopaedie. 22 vols. (at present). Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1977‑. Ref. BR95.T54 Each volume is separately indexed and a cumulative index for volumes 1‑17 is available. Many of the signed articles are of journal length and contain extensive bibliographies. The essays are concerned more with theological analysis than with historical development. Includes a volume giving a helpful listing of abbreviations used in theological research.

