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Paul quotes or alludes to a number of Jesus’ sayings.

ETHICAL SAYINGS

golden rule

Jesus

 Matt 7:12, “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”
Luke 6:31, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.”
Luke 10:27, “You shall . . . your neighbor as yourself.”

Paul

Gal 5:14, “For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.””

love one another

Jesus

Matt 7:12 (//Luke 6:31), “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.”
Matt 19:16-19 (//Mark 10:17-19, Luke 18:18-20), “Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” . . . 18 Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19 Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Matt 22:37-40 (//Mark 12:28-34, Luke 10:25-28), “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Paul

Rom 13:8-10, “love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.”
Gal 5:14, “For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.””

love of enemies

Jesus

Matt 5:43-48 (par. Luke 6:27-28, 32-35), “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

Paul

Rom 12:20, “No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”
See Prov 25:21-22, “If your enemies are hungry, give them bread to eat; and if they are thirsty, give them water to drink; 22 for you will heap coals of fire on their heads, and the LORD will reward you.”

bless those who persecute you

Jesus

Matt 5:10-12, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Matt 5:44b, “pray for those who persecute you . . .”

Paul

Rom 12:14, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.”

non-retaliation

Jesus

Matt 5:38-42 (//Luke 6:28-29), “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 42 Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.”

Paul

Rom 12:17-21, “Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. . . . 19 never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” . . . 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
See Deut 32:35, “Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip; because the day of their calamity is at hand, their doom comes swiftly.”
1 Thess 5:15, “See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all.”

do not judge

Jesus

Matt 7:1-2 (//Luke 6:37-38), “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2 For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get.”
Mark 9:42, “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea.”
Matt 23:4, “They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them.”
Mark 7:18-19, “Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile, 19 since it enters, not the heart but the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.)”

Paul

Rom 14:13, “Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another.”

adultery

Jesus

Matt 15:19 (//Mark 7:21, see Luke 6:45), “For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.”
Matt 19:18 (//Mark 10:19, Luke 18:20), “You shall not commit adultery . . .”
To 4:8a, compare Luke 10:16, “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”

Paul

1 Thess 4:2-8, “For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from fornication; 4 that each one of you know how to control your own body in holiness and honor, 5 not with lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one wrong or exploit a brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, just as we have already told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. 8 Therefore whoever rejects this rejects not human authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you.”

divorce

Jesus

Matt 5:32, “anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”
Matt 19:6 (//Mark 10:9), “what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
Matt 19:9, “whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another commits adultery.”
Mark 10:11-12, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
Luke 16:18, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and whoever marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.”

Paul

1 Cor 7:10-11, 25-27, “To the married I give this command—not I but the Lord—that the wife should not separate from her husband 11 (but if she does separate, let her remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife. . . . 25 Now concerning virgins, I have no command of the Lord, but I give my opinion as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. . . . 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free.”

wise as serpents

Jesus

Matt 10:16, “be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”

Paul

Rom 16:19b, “. . . I want you to be wise in what is good and guileless in what is evil.”

APOCALYPTIC SAYINGS

second coming

Jesus

E.g., Matt 24:29-31 (//Mark 13:24-27), “Immediately after the suffering of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
For more apocalyptic imagery, see Matt 24; Mark 13; Luke 17; Luke 21.

Paul

1 Thess 4:15-17, “For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.”

thief in the night

Jesus

Matt 24:43 (//Luke 12:39), “if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.”
Matt 24:27 (Luke 17:24), “For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”
Matt 24:42-44 (//Matt 25:13, Mark 13:35-37, Luke 12:39; see all of Luke 12:34-56), “Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Paul

1 Thess 5:2, “For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.”

keep awake

Jesus

Mark 13:32-37, “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Paul

1 Thess 5:6-10, “So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober . . . 10 [Christ] died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.”

the day of the Lord is already here

Jesus

Mark 13:5b-22, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. . . . 21 And if anyone says to you at that time, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah!’ or ‘Look! There he is!’—do not believe it. 22 False messiahs and false prophets will appear and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect.”

Paul

2 Thess 2:2-4, we beg you “not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God.”

OTHER SAYINGS

faith’s power

Jesus

Matt 17:20 (//Luke 17:6), “if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move . . .”
Matt 21:21, “if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will you do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ it will be done.”

Paul

1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”

institution of the Eucharist

Jesus

Matt 26:26-29, “While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
Mark 14:22-25, “While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
Luke 22:15-20, “He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18 for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.””

Paul

1 Cor 11:23-25, “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.””
To Luke 22:20, compare “old covenant” in 2 Cor 3:13-14: Moses “put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. . . . 14 to this very day, when they [Jews] hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside.”

missionaries deserve pay

Jesus

Matt 10:10, take “no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food.”
Luke 10:7a, “Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid.”

Paul

1 Cor 9:14, “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.”

taxes

Jesus

Matt 22:16-21, the Pharisees “sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, . . . 17 “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21 They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.””

Paul

Rom 13:7, “Pay to all what is due them—taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.”

