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If one grants that God can intervene in creation, then God can intervene either outside human souls or inside them. An intervention outside human souls is called a miracle. An intervention inside human souls is called a grace.

God could, for example, influence a person interiorly by enabling the person to have faith. Paul asserts in his letters that this happens:

2 Cor 4:6, “For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” [Gen 1:3, “Let there be light”] who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Eph 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God . . .”



A habit is a tendency to do a certain act that results from repeated doings of the act. A “virtue” is a good habit. A “vice” is a bad habit.

Paul’s letters contain several “virtue lists” and “vice lists.” (Virtue lists include: 2 Cor 6:6-7a; Gal 5:22-23; Eph 4:2-3, 32-5:2; 5:9; Phil 4:8; Col 3:12; 1 Tim 3:2-4, 8-10, 11-12; 4:12; 6:11, 18; 2 Tim 2:22-25; 3:10; Titus 1:8; 2:2-10. Vice lists include: Rom 1:29-31; 13:13; 1 Cor 5:10-11; 6:9-10; 2 Cor 12:20-21; Gal 5:19-21; Eph 4:31; 5:3-5; Col 3:5-8; 1 Tim 1:9-10; 6:4-5; 2 Tim 3:2-4; Titus 1:7; 3:3.)

Paul mentions a number of virtues that are graces: i.e., they are habits (tendencies to do a certain act), but instead of resulting from repeated doings of the act, they result from an inclination implanted by God. These virtues are “infused” by God into the soul. For example, in Gal 5:22-23, he says, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control.”



But Paul seems to single out three graces in particular as special: faith, hope, and love. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was the first to call these three the “theological virtues,” to emphasize their origin in God (Greek θεός, theos).

The locus classicus for the theological virtues is 1 Cor 13. See for example 1 Cor 13:13, “And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love.” But it is evident that Paul considers them to be special from the frequency with which he refers to them and from the comments he makes about them.

Sometimes Paul refers to all three of the theological virtues. Sometimes he refers only to two of them.

verses with “faith,” “hope,” and “love”

Rom 5:1-5, “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”
1 Cor 13:7, “It [love] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”
1 Cor 13:13, “And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love.”
Col 1:4-5, “for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel . . .”
1 Thess 1:3, “remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Thess 5:8, “But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation.”

verses with only “faith” and “love”

1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains but do not have love, I am nothing.”
2 Cor 8:7, “Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.”
Gal 5:6, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing that counts is faith working through love.”
Eph 1:15, “I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints . . .”
Eph 3:17, “and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.”
Eph 6:23, “Peace be to the brothers and sisters and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Col 1:4, “for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints . . .”
1 Thess 3:6, “But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought us the good news of your faith and love. He has told us also that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, just as we long to see you.”
2 Thess 1:3, “We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.”
1 Tim 1:5, “But the aim of such instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith.”
1 Tim 1:14, “and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”
1 Tim 2:15, “Yet she will be saved through childbearing, provided they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.”
1 Tim 4:12, “Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”
1 Tim 6:10‑11, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.”
2 Tim 1:13, “Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”
2 Tim 2:22, “Shun youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”
2 Tim 3:10, “Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness . . .”
Titus 2:2, “Tell the older men to be temperate, serious, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love, and in endurance.”
Titus 3:15, “All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith.”
Philem 1:5, “because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.”

verses with only “faith” and “hope”

2 Cor 10:15, “We do not boast beyond limits, that is, in the labors of others, but our hope is that, as your faith increases, our field among you may be greatly enlarged . . .”
Gal 5:5, “For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.”
Col 1:23, “provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel.”

