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John S. Kloppenborg divides the Q material (items in Matthew and Luke but not in Mark or John) into 14 sections (Formation of Q 92).

	1	John’s preaching
2	temptation
3	Jesus’ inaugural sermon
4	John and Jesus
5	discipleship and mission
	6	on prayer
7	controversy stories
8	on fearless preaching
9	on anxiety
10	preparedness for the end
	11	two parables of growth
12	two ways
13	parables and sayings
14	eschatological discourse




In the table below, the first column enumerates Q passages in Luke’s order. The second provides names for the passages, as given by Kloppenborg (74-76). The third and fourth columns cite the locations of the passages in Luke and Matthew. (Lukan citations precede Matthean because most who accept the Q hypothesis believe that Luke’s order is closer to Q’s original order.)

The fifth column enumerates the passages in Matthew’s order. Since Matthew does not always present the Q pericopes in the same order as Luke, numbers in column 5 are not always consecutive. (Why some numbers in columns 1 and 5 are underlined is explained after the table.)

The sixth column cites parallels in Mark to Q passages. By definition, Q material is found only in Matthew and Luke. Therefore, according to the Q hypothesis, since only Matthew and Luke used Q as a source, Mark must have obtained his parallels elsewhere. Also, according to the four-source theory, Matthew and Luke had Mark available to them as well as Q. It must be, then, that both Matthew and Luke preferred Q’s version over Mark’s in each instance where a Markan parallel exists.

	[bookmark: _Hlk500378127]
	
	
	
	
	Markan

	
	pericope
	Luke
	Matthew
	
	parallels

	

	
	John’s preaching
(Luke 3:7-9, 16-17) (Matt 3:7-12)

	

	1
	John’s preaching 1
	3:7-9
	3:7-10
	1
	

	2
	John’s preaching 2
	3:16-17
	3:11-12
	2
	

	

	
	temptation
(Luke 4:1-13) (Matt 4:1-11)

	

	3
	temptation story
	4:1-13
	4:1-11
	3
	

	

	
	Jesus’ inaugural sermon
(Luke 6:20b-49) (Matt 5:3-6, 11-12, 39-48; 7:1-5, 12, 16-21, 24-27; 10:24-25; 12:33-35; 15:14)

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk500215433]4
	beatitudes 1
	6:20b-21
	5:3-6
	4
	

	5
	beatitudes 2
	6:22-23
	5:11-12
	5
	

	6
	love your enemies
	6:27-28
	5:43-44
	8
	

	7
	on retaliation
	6:29
	5:39-41
	7   |
	

	8
	giving freely
	6:30
	5:42
	14 |
	

	9
	golden rule
	6:31
	7:12
	25 |
	

	10
	be sons of God
	6:32-35
	5:45-47
	9
	

	11
	be merciful
	6:36
	5:48
	15
	

	12
	on judging
	6:37-38
	7:1-2
	21
	

	13
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733561]blind guides
	6:39
	15:14
	81
	7:1-23

	14
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733449]disciples and teachers
	6:40
	10:24-25
	45
	

	15
	on hypocripsy
	6:41-42
	7:3-5
	22
	

	16
	good and bad fruit
	6:43-44
	7:16-20/12:33-34
	27
	

	17
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733554]treasures of the heart
	6:45
	12:35
	73
	

	18
	Lord, Lord
	6:46
	7:21
	28
	

	19
	parable of the builders
	6:47-49
	7:24-27
	30
	

	

	
	John and Jesus
(Luke 7:1-10, 18-28; [16:16]; 7:31-35) (Matt 8:5-10, 13; 11:2-11, 16-19)

	

	20
	centurion’s son
	7:1-10
	8:5-10, 13
	31
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	John’s question
	7:18-23
	11:2-6
	58 |
	

	22
	Jesus’ eulogy
	7:24-26
	11:7-9
	59 |
	

	23
	quotation of Mal 3:1
	7:27
	11:10
	60 |
	

	24
	none born of woman
	7:28
	11:11
	61 |
	

	25
	children in the marketplace
	7:31-34
	11:16-19a
	63 |
	

	26
	Sophia saying
	7:35
	11:19b
	64 |
	

	

	
	discipleship and mission
(Luke 9:57-62; 10:2-24) (Matt 8:19-22; 9:37-38; 10:7-10, 11b, 12-16, 25-27, 40; 11:21-24; 13:16-17)

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk500215780]27
	discipleship chreia [footnoteRef:1] 1 [1:  A chreia was an anecdote, an action by or saying of a famous person. It was a recognized form in rhetoric during Greco-Roman antiquity.] 

	9:57-58
	8:19-20
	33
	

	28
	discipleship chreia 2
	9:59-60
	8:21-22
	34
	

	29
	the harvest is great
	10:2
	9:37-38
	35
	

	30
	sheep among wolves
	10:3
	10:16
	43
	

	31
	carry no purse
	10:4
	10:9-10a
	37
	6:8-9

	32
	greeting of peace
	10:5-6
	10:12-13
	40
	

	33
	remain in one house
	10:7a,c
	10:11b
	39
	6:10

	34
	on support of missionaries
	10:7b
	10:10b
	38
	

	35
	activity of missionaries
	10:8-9
	10:7-8
	36
	

	36
	concerning rejection
	10:10-11
	10:14
	41
	6:11

	37
	threat
	10:12
	10:15
	42
	

	38
	woes against Galilee
	10:13-15
	11:21-24
	65
	

	39
	whoever hears you
	10:16
	10:40
	57
	

	40
	Jesus’ thanksgiving
	10:21-22
	10:25-27
	46
	

	41
	blessed are the eyes
	10:23-24
	13:16-17
	78
	4:12

	

	
	on prayer
(Luke 11:2-4, 9-13) (Matt 6:9-13; 7:7-11)

	

	42
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733098]Lord’s prayer
	11:2-4
	6:9-13
	16 |
	

	43
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733110]on prayer 1
	11:9-10
	7:7-8
	23 |
	

	44
	on prayer 2
	11:11-13
	7:9-11
	24 |
	

	

	
	controversy stories
[bookmark: _Hlk500178825](Luke 11:14-52) (Matt 5:15; 6:22-23; 12:22-30, 39-45; 23:4, 6-7, 13, 23, 25-31, 34-36)

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk500178858]45
	Belzebul accusation
	11:14-15
	12:22-24
	66 |
	

	46
	a kingdom divided
	11:17-18
	12:25-26
	67 |
	

	47
	Jewish exorcists
	11:19
	12:27
	68 |
	

	48
	exorcism by the finger of God
	11:20
	12:28
	69 |
	

	49
	binding the stronger one
	11:21-22
	12:29
	70 |
	

	50
	he who is not for me
	11:23
	12:30
	71 |
	

	51
	return of the evil spirit
	11:24-26
	12:43-45
	77 |
	

	52
	demand for a sign
	11:29
	12:39
	74 |
	

	53
	the sign of Jonah
	11:30
	12:40
	75 |
	

	54
	Jonah and Solomon
	11:31-32
	12:41-42
	76 |
	

	55
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733058]light saying
	11:33
	5:15
	11
	

	56
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733078]sound eye
	11:34-36
	6:22-23
	18
	

	57
	woe: clensing the outside
	11:39-41
	23:25-26
	93 |
	

	58
	woe: neglect of justice
	11:42
	23:23
	92 |
	

	59
	woe: the best seats
	11:43
	23:6-7
	90 |
	

	60
	woe: unseen graves
	11:44
	23:27-28
	94 |
	12:37b-40

	61
	woe: you burden men
	11:46
	23:4
	89 |
	

	62
	woe: murderers of the profits
	11:47-48
	23:29-31
	95 |
	

	63
	Sophia’s oricle
	11:49-51
	23:34-36
	96 |
	

	64
	woe: you lock the kingdom
	11:52
	23:13
	91 |
	

	

	
	on fearless preaching
(Luke 12:2-12) (Matt 10:19-20, 26-33; 12:32)

	

	65
	revelation of the hidden
	12:2
	10:26
	47 |
	

	66
	what is said in the dark
	12:3
	10:27
	48 |
	

	67
	do not fear
	12:4-5
	10:28
	49 |
	

	68
	you are worth more
	12:6-7
	10:29-31
	50 |
	

	69
	confessing Jesus
	12:8-9
	10:32-33
	51 |
	

	70
	blasphemy of the Spirit
	12:10
	12:32
	72
	3:28-30

	71
	assistance of the Spirit
	12:11-12
	10:19-20
	44
	13:11

	

	
	on anxiety
(Luke 12:[13-14, 16b-21], 22-31, 33-34) (Matt 6:19-21, 25-33)

	

	72
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733278]anxiety about daily needs
	12:22-32
	6:25-33
	20
	

	73
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733240]treasures in heaven
	12:33-34
	6:19-21
	17
	

	

	
	preparedness for the end
(Luke 12:39-59) (Matt 5:25-26; 10:34-36; 24:4-51)

	

	74
	parable of the householder
	12:39-40
	24:43-44
	104|
	

	75
	parable of the faithful servant
	12:42-46
	24:45-51
	105|
	

	76
	I cast fire on the earth
	12:49,51
	10:34
	52  |
	

	77
	on divisions
	12:52-53
	10:35-36
	53  |
	

	78
	[bookmark: _Hlk500377850]agreeing with one’s accuser
	12:57-59
	5:25-26
	6
	

	

	
	two parables of growth
(Luke 13:18-21) (Matt 13:31-33)

	

	79
	parable of mustard seed
	13:18-19
	13:31-32
	79 |
	4:30-32

	80
	parable of leaven
	13:20-21
	13:32-33
	80 |
	

	

	
	two ways
(Luke 13:24-30, 34-35; 14:16-24, 26-27; 17:33; 14:33-34) (Matt 5:13; 7:13-14, 22-23; 8:11-12; 10:37-38; 19:30; 22:1-10; 23:37-39)

	

	81
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733151]two ways
	13:24
	7:13-14
	26 |
	

	82
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733163]I do not know you
	13:25-27
	7:22-23
	29 |
	

	83
	they will come from east and west
	13:28-29
	8:11-12
	32 |
	

	84
	first will be last
	13:30
	19:30
	87 |
	10:31

	85
	lament over Jerusalem
	13:34-35
	23:37-39
	97
	

	86
	great supper
	14:16-24
	22:1-10
	88 |
	

	87
	loving one’s parents
	14:25-26
	10:37
	54 |
	

	88
	take up your cross
	14:27
	10:38
	55 |
	

	89
	salt
	14:34-35
	5:13
	10
	

	

	
	parables and sayings
(Luke 15:3-7; 16:13, 17-18; 17:1-6) (Matt 5:18, 32; 6:24; 11:12-13; 17:20; 18:7, 12-14, 21-22)

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk500215206]90
	lost sheep
	15:3-7
	18:12-14
	84
	

	91
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733263]serving two masters
	16:13
	6:24
	19
	

	92
	law and profits
	16:16
	11:12-13
	62
	

	93
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733212]endurance of the Law
	16:17
	5:18
	12 |
	

	94
	[bookmark: _Hlk500733219]on divorce
	16:18
	5:32
	13 |
	

	95
	on scandle
	17:1-2
	18:7
	83 |
	9:42

	96
	forgiveness
	17:3-4
	18:21-22
	85 |
	

	97
	faith as a mustard seed
	17:5-6
	17:20
	82
	9:28

	

	
	eschatological discourse
(Luke 17:23-37; 19:12-27; 22:28-30) (Matt 10:39; 19:28; 24:26-28, 37-41; 25:14-30)

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk500215303]98
	lo, here, lo, there
	17:23
	24:26
	98
	13:21

	99
	the day of the Son of Man 1
	17:24
	24:27
	99
	13:21-23

	100
	the day of the Son of Man 2
	17:26-27
	24:37-39c
	101
	13:33-37

	101
	the day of the Son of Man 3
	17:28-30
	24:39b
	102
	13:33-37

	102
	he who saves his life
	17:33
	10:39
	56
	

	103
	two in the bed
	17:34-35
	24:40-41
	103
	13:33-37

	104
	where the corpse is
	17:37
	24:28
	100
	13:21-33

	105
	parable of the talents
	19:12-27
	25:14-30
	106
	

	106
	twelve thrones
	22:28-30
	19:28
	86
	10:29-31



UNDERLINED NUMBERS AND VERTICAL LINES

Underlined numbers in columns 1 and 5 indicate consecutive order. Since the pericopes are listed in Luke’s order, naturally all numbers in column 1 are underlined, since each succeeding number is consecutive to the number before it.

Underlining numbers in column 5 (Matthew’s order), however, is more difficult. For example, pericopes 7 and 8 in Luke, “love your enemies” and “on retaliation,” are consecutive (hence underlined in column 1). But in Matthew, they are reversed:

	4
	beatitudes 1
	6:20b-21
	5:3-6
	4
	

	5
	beatitudes 2
	6:22-23
	5:11-12
	5
	

	6
	love your enemies
	6:27-28
	5:43-44
	8
	

	7
	on retaliation
	6:29
	5:39-41
	7   |
	

	8
	giving freely
	6:30
	5:42
	14 |
	. . .

	78
	agreeing with one’s accuser
	12:57-59
	5:25-26
	6
	



On the one hand, one could underline Matthew’s 8, since it is consecutive to (comes after) 5. (Matthew’s 6, “agreeing with one’s accuser,” is further down in the table, parallel to Luke’s 78.) But if we underline 8, then 7 cannot be considered consecutive, since it follows 8, and cannot be underlined. On the other hand, one could underline Matthew’s 7, since it is consecutive to (follows) 5. In that case, however, 8 is not consecutive to 7 and cannot be underlined.

It may seem of little importance which number is underlined. But consider another example, Matthew’s 58-61 + 63-64.

	18
	Lord, Lord
	6:46
	7:21
	28
	

	19
	parable of the builders
	6:47-49
	7:24-27
	30
	

	20
	centurion’s son
	7:1-10
	8:5-10, 13
	31
	. . .

	21
	John’s question
	7:18-23
	11:2-6
	58 |
	

	22
	Jesus’ eulogy
	7:24-26
	11:7-9
	59 |
	

	23
	quotation of Mal 3:1
	7:27
	11:10
	60 |
	

	24
	none born of woman
	7:28
	11:11
	61 |
	

	25
	children in the marketplace
	7:31-34
	11:16-19a
	63 |
	

	26
	Sophia saying
	7:35
	11:19b
	64 |
	. . .

	27
	discipleship chreia 1
	9:57-58
	8:19-20
	33
	

	28
	discipleship chreia 2
	9:59-60
	8:21-22
	34
	

	29
	the harvest is great
	10:2
	9:37-38
	35
	. . .

	83
	they will come from east and west
	13:28-29
	8:11-12
	32 |
	



Matthew’s 58-64 are in the same order in Matthew as in Luke. In Matthew, however, they split apart Matthew’s 28-31 and 33-35. I have underlined 28-31 and 33-35, because 33-35 are consecutive to (come after) 28-31. I could have left 33-35 without underlining and underlined 58-61 + 63-64 instead, since those verses are also consecutive to 28-31. But then I could not underline 33-35, or indeed anything in Matthew’s 32-58. Since many of the pericopes in 32-58 are in rough consequence (form a rough sequence), failure to underline any of them would omit important indications of Matthew’s sequence. Hence, I have left 58-61 + 63-64 without underlining; but, to indicate that those verses are consecutive relative to one another, I have used vertical lines to indicate relative consequence (as opposed to absolute, or overall, consequence).

COMMENTS ON THE ORDER OF Q IN MATTHEW AND LUKE

section 1: John’s preaching; temptation

The first three Q passages are identical in order in Matthew and Luke.

section 2: Jesus’ inaugural sermon

In Jesus’ inaugural sermon, the pericopes that are in both Matthew and Luke are strongly similar in order.

First, we must eliminate the pericopes peculiar to Matthew and Luke. Matthew’s sermon is 3½ times the size of Luke’s, mostly because Matthew has 14 items in his sermon that are not in Luke’s. The 14 are (using Matthew’s pericope numbers):

6	agreeing with one’s accuser
10	salt
11	light
12	endurance of the Law
13	on divorce
16	Lord’s prayer
17	treasures in heaven
18	sound eye
19	serving two masters
20	anxiety about daily needs
23	on prayer 1
24	on prayer 2
26	two ways
29	I do not know you

Also, of the 16 items in Luke’s sermon, only 3 are not also in Matthew’s sermon (Matthew’s numbers):

45	disciples and teachers
73	treasures of the heart
81	blind guides

[bookmark: _Hlk513898772]Second, having eliminated Matthew’s 14 items and Luke’s 3, we see that 13 pericopes are common to the two sermons. Ten of these—77%—are in the same order (Luke’s 4-19 and Matthew’s 4, 5, 8, 9, 15, 21, 22, 27, 28, 30).

	4
	beatitudes 1
	4
	

	5
	beatitudes 2
	5
	

	6
	love your enemies
	8
	

	10
	be sons of God
	9
	

	11
	be merciful
	15
	

	12
	on judging
	21
	

	15
	on hypocrisy
	22
	

	16
	good and bad fruit
	27
	

	18
	Lord, Lord
	28
	

	19
	parable of the builders
	30
	



Finally, the 3 items among the 13 that are not in the same absolute order in both sermons are nevertheless within this same block of material and are in relatively consecutive order (Matthew’s 7, 14, 25).

	7
	on retaliation
	7   |
	

	8
	giving freely
	14 |
	

	9
	golden rule
	25 |
	



Thus, in Jesus’ inaugural sermon, the order of pericopes is highly correlated.

section 3: John and Jesus

The healing of the centurion’s son follows next in both Matthew and Luke. Its content fits neither Jesus’ inaugural sermon nor the John-and-Jesus material. Kloppenborg chooses to include it under John and Jesus, but in truth it is an anomaly. Nevertheless, both Matthew and Luke have the centurion’s son immediately after the conclusion of the sermon. The remaining 6 pericopes concerning John and Jesus are also in identical order.

section 4: discipleship and mission

Matthew’s version contains his pericopes 33-43, to which perhaps 46 may be added (because, if Matthew imported 44-45, then 43 and 46 were originally contiguous).

	27
	discipleship chreia 1
	33
	

	28
	discipleship chreia 2
	34
	

	29
	the harvest is great
	35
	

	30
	sheep among wolves
	43
	

	31
	carry no purse
	37
	

	32
	greeting of peace
	40
	

	33
	remain in one house
	39
	

	34
	on support of missionaries
	38
	

	35
	activity of missionaries
	36
	

	36
	concerning rejection
	41
	

	37
	threat
	42
	

	38
	woes against Galilee
	65
	

	39
	whoever hears you
	57
	

	40
	Jesus’ thanksgiving
	46
	

	41
	blessed are the eyes
	78
	



The end of Matthew’s version also contains his pericopes 57, 65, and 78. Of the 15 pericopes in the section (Matthew’s 33-43, 46, 57, 65, 78), 8 (just over half) are in the same order as in Luke. Four more in Matthew (36, 39, 40, 43) are within this same block of material. Consequenly, the order is very similar between Matthew and Luke (12 of Matthew’s 15: 33-43 + 46).

section 5: on prayer

	42
	Lord’s prayer
	16 |
	

	43
	on prayer 1
	23 |
	

	44
	on prayer 2
	24 |
	



In Luke, these three items follow all of the preceding sections (John’s preaching, temptation, Jesus’ inaugural sermon, John and Jesus, and discipleship and mission). In Matthew, however, they are in Jesus’ inaugural sermon. Nevertheless, they are in relatively consecutive order.

section 6: controversy stories

Kloppenborg distinguishes 20 pericopes in the controversy-stories section. The first 10 are in almost identical order in both gospels: if we designate Luke’s items as a-h, then Matthew’s are a-f (g and h are missing), l, and i-k.

The last 8 pericopes in the controversy-stories section (Luke 11:39-52; Matt 23:4-36) vary more in order: if we designate Luke’s items as a-h, then Matthew is e d b f a g h c. Nevertheless, Matthew and Luke agree in grouping all these items in the same unit. They are not contiguous in Matthew, but they are in close proximity.

The pericopes clearly form a unit, in Matthew as in Luke, without much omission or interpolation. That they were a unit already in Q is therefore probable.

section 7: on fearless preaching

Of the 7 items in this section, the first 5 are in identical order in Matthew and Luke. They are clearly a unit and were likely a unit already in Q.

	65
	revelation of the hidden
	47 |
	

	66
	what is said in the dark
	48 |
	

	67
	do not fear
	49 |
	

	68
	you are worth more
	50 |
	

	69
	confessing Jesus
	51 |
	

	70
	blasphemy of the Spirit
	72
	

	71
	assistance of the Spirit
	44
	



section 8: on anxiety

The two items here are contiguous in Luke and in close proximity in Matthew.

	72
	anxiety about daily needs
	20
	

	73
	treasures in heaven
	17
	



section 9: preparedness for the end

Luke’s 5 items in this section are dispersed in Matthew. Nevertheless, the first two items are continguous in Matthew, as are the next two.

	74
	parable of the householder
	104|
	

	75
	parable of the faithful servant
	105|
	

	76
	I cast fire on the earth
	52  |
	

	77
	on divisions
	53  |
	

	78
	agreeing with one’s accuser
	6
	



section 10: two parables of growth

The two parables are in the same order in Matthew and Luke.

section 11: two ways

Of these 9 pericopes, the first 3 are in the same order in both gospels. Matthew’s 87 and 88 are in the same order as in Luke (Matthew’s 97 is out of order). Matthew’s 54 and 55 are in the same order as in Luke.

	81
	two ways
	26 |
	

	82
	I do not know you
	29 |
	

	83
	they will come from east and west
	32 |
	

	84
	first will be last
	87 |
	

	85
	lament over Jerusalem
	97
	

	86
	great supper
	88 |
	

	87
	loving one’s parents
	54 |
	

	88
	take up your cross
	55 |
	

	89
	salt
	10
	



section 12: parables and sayings

Two sets of 2 pericopes are in the same order in both gospels: Matthew’s 12 and 13 (Luke’s 93-94), and Matthew’s 83 and 85 (Luke’s 95-96). Also, of the 8 pericopes in the section, 4 are Matthew’s 82-85—not in order, but in the same block as Luke’s 90-97.

	90
	lost sheep
	84
	

	91
	serving two masters
	19
	

	92
	law and profits
	62
	

	93
	endurance of the Law
	12 |
	

	94
	on divorce
	13 |
	

	95
	on scandle
	83 |
	9:42

	96
	forgiveness
	85 |
	

	97
	faith as a mustard seed
	82
	9:28



section 13: eschatological discourse

Of the 9 items in this section, 6 are consecutive in Matthew: 98-99, 102-03, 106; 100 is also in the section. Only 2 are not consecutive: 56, 86.

conclusions

Matthew inserts Q material mostly in blocks of discourse (Matt 5‑7, 10, 11, 18, 23, 24-25). Luke inserts Q mostly in his lesser insertion (6:20‑8:3) and greater insertion (9:51‑18:14). Hence there should be no agreement in the order of Q pericopes.

But the order of pericopes throughout the Q material is highly similar. That makes it probable that Q was a written document.

“Such agreement [65] . . . proves a common, written source.” (Kümmel 65-66)
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