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A feature common to all three of the synoptic gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—is a “travel narrative.” In all three Jesus transitions from his early ministry, in Galilee, to his last days, in Jerusalem. The travel narrative is the link between the two, as he travels from the former to the latter.

The travel narratives in Matthew and Mark are relatively brief, compared to the Galilean ministry that precedes them and the time in Jerusalem that follows them. Here the chapters in all three (I’ve left off the infancy narratives [Christmas stories] in Matt 1-2 and Luke 1-2):

	Matthew	Mark	Luke
Galilean ministry	3-16	1-8	3-9
travel narrative	16-20	8-10	9-19
Jerusalem	21-28	11-16	19-24

Matthew’s travel narrative is 5 chapters; Mark’s is 3 chapters; but Luke’s is 11 chapters.

The three gospels’ travel narratives include a number of events in common. But into the middle of their common narrative, Luke inserts a huge number of pericopes.

	Matthew	Mark	Luke
the synoptic travel narrative	16-18	8-9	9
Luke’s unique travel narrative			9-18
the synoptic travel narrative	19-20 	10 	18-19

The following chart shows what Luke has added to his unique travel narrative. (Also included in the chart is probable source where Luke found each item. The sources assume the four-source theory: that Matthew and Luke had two shared sources, Mark and a collection of Jesus’ sayings called Q; that Matthew had a source unique to him, M; and that Luke had a source unique to him, L. Anything from Q is only in Matthew and Luke’s gospels; anything from L is only in Luke’s gospel.)

[bookmark: _Hlk211013492]	9	51-56	rejection at a Samaritan village	L
	57-62	would-be disciples	Q
10	1-12	mission of the seventy	Q	|
	13-15	+	woes on Galilean cities	Q	|
	16	+	he who hears you hears me	Q	|> mission of the 70
	17-20	return of the seventy	L	|
	21-22	+	exultation of Jesus	Q	|
	23-24	+	prophets and kings desired to see	Q	|

[bookmark: _Hlk211010848]	25-28	great commandment	Mk
	29-37	+	good Samaritan	L
	38-42	Mary and Martha	L

11	1-4	Lord’s prayer	Q	|
	5-8	+	importunate friend	L	|> on
	9-10	+	ask, seek, knock	Q	|   prayer
	11-13	+	serpent for fish	Q	|

	14-16	dumb demoniac	Q	| 
	17-22	+	Beelzebul	Q	|
	23	+	he not with me is against me	Q	|
	24-26	+	seven spirits return	Q	|
	27-28	+	blessing of Jesus’ mother	L	|
	29-32	+	sign of Jonah	Q	|> controversy
	33	+	lamp under bushel	Q	|   speeches
	34-36	+	sound eye sayings	Q	|
	37-38	at a Pharisee’s table	L	|
	39-44	+	woes to Pharisees	Q	|
	45-52	+	woes to lawyers	Q	|
	53-54	summary: scribes and Pharisees lie in wait	L	|

12	1a	thousands tread upon each other	L
[bookmark: _Hlk211011653]	1b	+	leaven of the Pharisees, hypocrisy	Mk	|
	2-3	+	hid made manifest	Q	|> hypocrisy
	4-5	+	whom to fear	Q	|

	6-7	+	sparrows, hairs of head	Q	| 
	8-9	+	acknowledging and denying Jesus	Q	|> fearless
[bookmark: _Hlk211010863]	10	+	blaspheming the Holy Spirit	Mk	|   confession
	11-12	+	Holy Spirit will speak through you	Mk	| 

	13-14	+	request to divide inheritance	L	|
	15	+	beware covetousness	L	|
	16-21	+	rich fool	L	|> possessions
	22-32	+	anxiety about necessities	Q	|
	33-34	+	treasure in heaven	Q	| 

	35-38	+	watchful servants (= ten virgins)	Q	|
	39	+	if householder had known of thief	Q	|
	40	+	Son of man at an unexpected hour	Q	| 
	41-46	+	wise and wicked stewards	Q	|
	47-48a	+	severe and light beatings	L	|
	48b	+	where much is given	L	| 
	49-50	+	I came to cast fire; I have a baptism	L	|
	51-53	+	not peace but divided households	Q	|
	54-56	+	interpreting the sky and the present time	Q	|
	57-59	+	settle on the way to court	Q	|

13	1-5	Galileans’ blood and tower in Siloam	L
	6-9	fig tree parable	L

	10	setting: synagogue on sabbath	L	|   presence
	11-17	+	crippled woman (v.15 = watering animals)	L	|> of the
[bookmark: _Hlk211011743]	18-19	+	mustard seed parable	Mk	|   kingdom
	20-21	+	leaven parable	Q	| 

	22	setting: journeying	L	|
	23-24	+	narrow gate	Q	|   penalty
	25	+	closed door (= ten virgins)	Q	|> of
	26-27	+	depart, you evildoers (= Lord, Lord)	Q	|   refusal
	28-29	+	gnashing teeth and the messianic banquet	Q	|
	30	+	last will be first	Q	| 
	31-33	Pharisees warn against Herod	L
	34-35	+	lament over Jerusalem	Q

14	1	setting: at a ruler’s table	L	|
	2-6	+	man with dropsy (v. 5 = rescuing animals)	L	|
	7-10	+	take the lowest place	L	|> table
	11	+	everyone who exalts himself	Q	|   talk
	12-14	+	when you give a feast, invite the poor	L	|
	15-24	+	great supper	Q	|

	25	setting: Jesus turns to great multitudes	L
	26	+	hating one’s relatives	Q
[bookmark: _Hlk211011872]	27	+	bearing one’s cross	Mk
	28-30	+	tower builder	L
	31-32	+	rash king	L
	33	+	renounce all	L
	34-35	+	salt	Q
[bookmark: _Hlk211011880]15	1-2	eating with tax collectors and sinners	Mk
	3-7	+	lost sheep	Q
	8-10	+	lost coin	L
	11-32	+	prodigal son	L
16	1-8a	+	unjust steward	L
	8b	+	sons of this age, sons of light	L
	9	+	make friends by unrighteous mammon	L
	10	+	he who is faithful in little	L
	11	+	being faithful in the unrighteous mammon	L
	12	+	being faithful in that which is another’s	L
	13	+	serving two masters	Q
	14-15a	+	Pharisees’ hypocrisy	L
	15b	+	what is exalted among men	L

	16a	+	the law and the prophets were until John	Q	|
	16b	+	entering the kingdom violently	Q	|
	17	+	law will not pass away	Q	|> on the Law
[bookmark: _Hlk211011888]	18	+	divorce	Mk	|
	19-31	+	rich man and Lazarus	L	|

17	1	+	temptations are sure to come	Q
[bookmark: _Hlk211011896]	2	+	causing a little one to stumble	Mk
	3	+	rebuking a sinning brother	Q
	4	+	forgiving seven times	Q
	5-6	+	faith as a grain of mustard seed	Q
	7-9	+	servant from the field serves table	L
	10	+	we are unworthy servants	L
	11	setting: between Samaria and Galilee	L
	12-19	+	ten lepers	L

	20-21	+	kingdom is in the midst of you	L	|
	22	+	you will desire to see one of the days	L	|
	23	+	they will say, “Lo, there!”	Q	|
	24	+	as the lightning	Q	|
	25	+	but first he must suffer	L	|
	26-27	+	as in the days of Noah	Q	|
	28-30	+	as in the days of Lot	L	|> eschatology
[bookmark: _Hlk211010881]	31	+	on the housetop and in the field	Q	|
	32	+	remember Lot’s wife	L	|
[bookmark: _Hlk211011909]	33	+	whoever would gain his life will lose it	Mk	|
	34-35	+	two in bed, two grinding, one taken	Q	|
	37a	+	“Where, Lord?”	L	|
	37b	+	eagles	Q	|

18	1-8	+	unjust judge	L
	9-14a	+	Pharisee and tax collector	L
	14b	+	everyone who exalts himself	Q
[bookmark: _Hlk211010887]	15-17	+	blessing the children	Mk

Almost all of the material in Luke’s unique travel narrative is from Q or L. Of the 354 verses:

19	are from Mark[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The verses from Mark are:
 Luke	10:25-28	great commandment
	12:1	leaven of the Pharisees, hypocrisy
	12:10	blaspheming the Holy Spirit
	12:11-12	Holy Spirit will speak through you 
	13:18-19	mustard seed parable
	14:27	bearing one’s cross
	15:1-2	eating with tax collectors and sinners
	16:18	divorce
	17:2	causing a little one to stumble
	17:33	whoever would gain his life will lose it
	18:15-17	blessing the children
] 

159	are from Q
176	are from L

(One can’t be sure that a pericope did not appear in both Q and L, so that Luke could have gotten it from either source. But, in the chart, by definition Q means a pericope only in Mattew and Luke [not Mark or John], and L means a pericope only in Luke.)

Q material in Luke’s unique travel narrative appears elsewhere in Matthew. Either the Q pericopes, as they existed in Q, were in much the same order as they appear in in Luke’s unique travel narrative, and Matthew scattered them elsewhere in his gospel; or the Q pericopes were scattered in Q, and Luke gathered them into his unique travel narrative. Most Q specialists have concluded that Luke followed Q’s order more closely than Matthew did. But whether that is true for so large an anomaly in the synoptics’ structure as Luke’s unique travel narrative cannot be known.

