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The Book of Psalms is divided into five books, probably in imitation of the Torah (or pentateuch, Genesis-Deuteronomy). The books are delineated by their similar endings.
Book 1:	41:13, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Amen and amen.”
Book 2:	72:19-20, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and amen. 20 The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended.”
Book 3:	89:52, “Blessed be the LORD forever. Amen and amen.”
Book 4:	106:48, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. And let all the people say, “Amen.” Praise the LORD!”
Book 5:	150:6, “Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!”

Subcollections within the five books are discernible, based on the persons to whom the psalms are attributed.

	Book 1:
1, 2
3-41 (David)

Book 2:
42-49 (Korah)
50 (Asaph)
51-72 (David)

Book 3:
73-83 (Asaph)
84-85 (Korah)
	86 (“of David”)
	87-88 (Korah)
	89 (“of Ethan the Ezrahite”)
	Book 4:
90, 91, 92
93, 95-99 (kingship)
94
100
101 (David)
102
103 (David)
104-106 (HALLEL)
Book 5:
107
108-110 (David)
111-118 (HALLEL)
119
120-134 (Ascents)
135 (HALLEL)
136, 137
138-145 (David)
146-150 (HALLEL)



So eight earlier collections can be discerned in Psalms.

	three different David collections
	3-41
	51-72
	101, 103, 108-110, 138-145

a Korah collection
	42-49
	84-85
	87-88

an Asaph collection
	50
	73-83
	a kingship collection
	93, 95-99

a Hallel collection
	104-106, 111-118, 135, 146-150

an Ascents collection
	120-134



(This leaves fourteen “insertion psalms,” whose superscriptions do not associate them with one collection or another: 1, 2, 86, 89, 90, 91, 92, 94, 100, 102, 107, 119, 136, 137.)

So there are three David collections and one collection each for the other “authors” or themes.

David	book 1
David	book 2
David	books 4-5
Korah	book 2 (and end of 3)
Asaph	book 3
kingship	book 4
Hallel	book 4-5
Ascents	book 5

