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The prevailing understanding of the origins of the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) is that Mark was written first and that Matthew and Luke used Mark as a source. If that is true, then Mark is a foundation for the other two gospels. To know the order of Mark is to know, in large part, the order of Matthew and Luke. (There are occasional alterations of Mark’s order, and there are a number of major insertions of material into Mark; but to know Mark’s order is largely to know Matthew and Luke’s order.) Consequently, every semester in which I taught the synoptic gospels, I would require my students to memorize the following outline of Mark.

People in the present day are not used to memorizing. Psychological studies have shown that the way to go about memorizing a text is to read through the whole of it over and over, rather than trying to add each new line at a time, or memorizing only one section at a time.

	1	preparation for ministry
		John the Baptist
		Jesus’ baptism
		temptation
	Galilean ministry
		initial proclamation
		call of the four
		miracles
			Capernaum demoniac
			Peter’s mother-in-law
			evening healings
			leper
2		controversy stories
			paralytic
			eating with sinners
			fasting
			plucking grain
3			withered hand
		summary
		choosing the twelve
		Beelzebul
		mother and brothers
4		parables
			sower
			purpose of parables
			interpretation of the sower
			hidden lamp, etc.
			seed growing secretly
			mustard seed
			purpose of parables
		miracles
			stilling the storm
5			Gerasene demoniac
Jairus’ daughter and woman with a hemorrhage
6		rejection at Nazareth
		mission of the twelve
		Herod and the death of John the Baptist
		feeding the 5000
		walking on water
7		clean and unclean
		Syrophoenician woman’s daughter
		deaf mute
8		feeding the 4000
			demand for a sign
		feedings dialogue
		blind man of Bethsaida
		Peter’s confession
	travel narrative
		1st passion-resurrection prediction
		sacrifices of discipleship
9		transfiguration
		epileptic boy
		2nd passion-resurrection prediction
		who is greatest
		strange exorcist
		sayings on offenses and salt
10		divorce
		let the little children
		rich man; on riches
		3rd passion-resurrection prediction
		James and John’s request
		blind Bartimaeus
11	Judean ministry
		triumphal entry
		fig tree and cleansing the temple
		by what authority
12		wicked tenants
		taxes to Caesar
		Sadducees’ resurrection question
		greatest commandments
		David and the Messiah
		beware of the scribes
		widow’s coins
13		Little Apocalypse
14	passion narrative
		before and during the Last Supper
		Gethsemane
		arrest
		Sanhedrin trial
		Peter’s denials
15		trial before Pilate
		mocking
		crucifixion
		burial
16	resurrection narrative
		women at the tomb



