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The Gospel of Judas is a gnostic Christian work found in Codex Tchacos. Codex Tchacos (copied c. 300 CE) also contains other gnostic Christian texts: Letter of Peter to Philip, the First Apocalypse of James, and a fragment of The Temptation of Allogenes. Irenaeus, in Against Heresies (Adversus Haereses, c. 180 CE) discussed the Gospel of Judas. Codex Tchacos was discovered in the 1970s near El Minya, Egypt; it passed through various dealers’ hands and deteriorated considerably before reaching its present location, the Maecenas Foundation for Ancient Art in Basel, Switzerland.

Since the Gospel of Judas has made the news in recent years, I offer here excerpts from it, sufficient to acquaint oneself with its most important passages.
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The secret account of the revelation that Jesus spoke in conversation with Judas Iscariot during a week three days before he celebrated Passover. . . .

JESUS TEACHES JUDAS ABOUT COSMOLOGY

The Spirit and the Self-Generated

Jesus said, “[Come], that I may teach you about [secrets] no person [has] ever seen. For there exists a great and boundless realm, whose extent no generation of angels has seen, [in which] there is [a] great invisible [Spirit],

which no eye of an angel has ever seen,
no thought of the heart has ever comprehended,
and it was never called by any name.

 “And a luminous cloud appeared there. He said, ‘Let an angel come into being as my attendant.’

 “A great angel, the enlightened divine Self-Generated, emerged from the cloud. Because of him, four other angels came into being from another cloud, and they became attendants for the angelic Self-Generated. The Self-Generated said, [48] ‘Let [. . .] come into being [. . .],’ and it came into being [. . .]. And he [created] the first luminary to reign over him. He said, ‘Let angels come into being to serve [him],’ and myriads without number came into being. He said, ‘[Let] an enlightened aeon come into being,’ and he came into being. He created the second luminary [to] reign over him, together with myriads of angels without number, to offer service. That is how he created the rest of the enlightened aeons. He made them reign over them, and he created for them myriads of angels without number, to assist them.

Adamas and the Luminaries

“Adamas was in the first luminous cloud that no angel has ever seen among all those called ‘God.’ He [49] [. . .] that [. . .] the image [. . .] and after the likeness of [this] angel. He made the incorruptible [generation] of Seth appear [. . .] the twelve [. . .] the twenty-four [. . .]. He made seventy-two luminaries appear in the incorruptible generation, in accordance with the will of the Spirit. The seventy-two luminaries themselves made three hundred sixty luminaries appear in the incorruptible generation, in accordance with the will of the Spirit, that their number should be five for each.

“The twelve aeons of the twelve luminaries constitute their father, with six heavens for each aeon, so that there are seventy-two heavens for the seventy-two luminaries, and for each [50] [of them five] firmaments, [for a total of] three hundred sixty [firmaments . . .]. They were given authority and a [great] host of angels [without number], for glory and adoration, [and after that also] virgin spirits, for glory and [adoration] of all the aeons and the heavens and their firmaments.

The Cosmos, Chaos, and the Underworld

 “The multitude of those immortals is called the cosmos— that is, perdition—by the Father and the seventy-two luminaries who are with the Self-Generated and his seventy-two aeons. In him the first human appeared with his incorruptible powers. And the aeon that appeared with his generation, the aeon in whom are the cloud of knowledge and the angel, is called [51] El. [. . .] aeon [. . .] after that [. . .] said, ‘Let twelve angels come into being [to] rule over chaos and the [underworld].’ And look, from the cloud there appeared an [angel] whose face flashed with fire and whose appearance was defiled with blood. His name was Nebro, which means ‘rebel’; others call him Yaldabaoth. Another angel, Saklas, also came from the cloud. So Nebro created six angels—as well as Saklas—to be assistants, and these produced twelve angels in the heavens, with each one receiving a portion in the heavens.

The Rulers and Angels

“The twelve rulers spoke with the twelve angels: ‘Let each of you [52] [. . .] and let them [. . .] generation [—one line lost—] angels’:

The first is [S]eth, who is called Christ.
The [second] is Harmathoth, who is [. . .].
The [third] is Galila.
The fourth is Yobel.
The fifth [is] Adonaios.

These are the five who ruled over the underworld, and first of all over chaos.

The Creation of Humanity

 “Then Saklas said to his angels, ‘Let us create a human being after the likeness and after the image.’ They fashioned Adam and his wife Eve, who is called, in the cloud, Zoe. . . . And the [ruler] said to Adam, ‘You shall live long, with your children.’” . . . But God caused knowledge to be [given] to Adam and those with him, so that the kings of chaos and the underworld might not lord it over them.” . . .

Jesus said, “. . . But you will exceed all of them. For you will sacrifice the man that clothes me.

Already your horn has been raised,
your wrath has been kindled,
your star has shown brightly,
and your heart has [. . .]. [57] . . .

 “And then the image of the great generation of Adam will be exalted, for prior to heaven, earth, and the angels, that generation, which is from the eternal realms, exists. Look, you have been told everything. Lift up your eyes and look at the cloud and the light within it and the stars surrounding it. The star that leads the way is your star.”

Judas lifted up his eyes and saw the luminous cloud, and he entered it. . . .

CONCLUSION: JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS

Their high priests murmured because [Jesus] had gone into the guest room for his prayer. But some scribes were there watching carefully in order to arrest him during the prayer, for they were afraid of the people, since he was regarded by all as a prophet.

They approached Judas and said to him, “What are you doing here? You are Jesus’ disciple.”

Judas answered them as they wished. And he received some money and handed him over to them.
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