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Theology has two sources: scripture and tradition. Within tradition, a most important source for theological direction is the pronouncements of the Church’s magisterium (college of bishops when teaching).

In 1854, Heinrich Denzinger (1819-83), a priest and professor of theology at Würzburg Seminary, gathered into a collection the most important doctrines (teachings) of the magisterium over the centuries. Thus was born what is now called the Compendium of Creeds, Definitions, and Declarations on Matters of Faith and Morals. 

It has become so essential an aid in the discipline of theology that it is simply known as “Denzinger.” And it has undergone numerous revisions through its long existence. Here are the editions of Denzinger.

LATIN EDITIONS

	edition
	editor
	city and publisher
	date

	1
	Heinrich Denzinger; title:
Enchiridion symbolorum et definitionum, quae de rebus fidei et morum a conciliis oecumenicis et summis pontificibus emanarunt
	Würzburg
	1854

	2
	Denzinger
	
	

	3
	Denzinger
	
	

	4
	Denzinger
	
	

	5
	Denzinger
	
	1874

	6
	Denzinger (d. 1883)
	
	

	7
	Ignatius Stahl
	
	

	8
	Ignatius Stahl
	
	1899

	9
	Ignatius Stahl
	Würzburg:
Typis Stahelii
	1900

	10
	Clemens Bannwart, SJ (1873-) (paragraphs renumbered)
(assistant ed., Johann Baptist Umberg, SJ [1875-1959])
new title: Enchiridion symbolorum definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum
	Freiburg im Breisgau:
Herder (from 10th ed. to the present)
	1908

	11
	Clemens Bannwart
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1911

	12
	Clemens Bannwart
	Freiburg im Breisgau

	1913

	13
	Johann Baptist Umberg (editor-in-chief) and Clemens Bannwart
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1921

	14
	Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg
	Freiburg im Breisgau,
St. Louis
	1922

	16-17
	Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1927

	18
	Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1932

	21
	Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1937

	24
	Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg
	Barcelona
	1946

	26
	Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1947

	27
	Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg
	Barcelona
	1951

	28
	Johann Baptist Umberg and Karl Rahner, SJ (1904-84)
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1952

	29
	Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner
	Freiburg im Breisgau,
Barcelona
	1953

	30
	Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner
	Freiburg im Breisgau
	1955

	31
	Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner
	Freiburg im Breisgau,
Barcelona, St. Louis
	1957

	3
	Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner
	Freiburg im Breisgau,
Barcelona, Rome
	1960

	3
	Karl Rahner
	Rome
	1960

	3
	Karl Rahner
	Barcelona
	1963

	32
	Adolf Schönmetzer (paragraphs renumbered)
	Barcelona
	1963

	33
	Adolf Schönmetzer
	Barcelona
	1965

	34
	Adolf Schönmetzer
	Barcelona
	1967

	36
	Adolf Schönmetzer
	Barcelona
	1973

	37
	Adolf Schönmetzer
	Barcelona
	1976

	38
	Peter Hünermann
	
	1997



In the 10th edition, “The word “declarationum” was added to the title because some of the texts included in the work were neither creeds nor definitions. The last portion of the title which Denzinger had employed [a Conciliis oecumenicis et summis pontificibus emanarunt] was omitted for the very good reason that many of the texts did not emanate either from the Sovereign Pontiff himself or from Oecumenical Councils.” (Fenton 392)

The 28th edition includes “the letter [of 1948] of the Secretary of the Biblical Commission to the late Cardinal Suhard, a document written in French, the first language other than Latin and Greek . . . to be included in the Enchiridion as the tongue in which an authoritative statement of the magisterium was originally set down.” (Fenton 393)

“The numbering that scholars in recent decades (since 1963) have usually cited for the entries is that introduced in the edition prepared by Adolf Schönmetzer, SJ [in 1963.] . . . this numbering [is] very different from that in earlier editions.” (Fortescue) (References to editions prior to Schönmetzer’s in 1963 use the abbreviation “D” plus the number of the passage; references to editions edited by Schönmetzer use the abbreviation “DS” plus the number.)

editions in Latin:

Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum et definitionum, quae de rebus fidei et morum a Conciliis oecumenicis et summis pontificibus emanarunt. In auditorum usum edidit Henricus Denzinger. [1st ed.] Würzburg: 1854.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. 1865.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum in auditorum usum edidit Henricus Denzinger. Ed. Ignatius Stahl. 9th ed. Würzburg: Typis Stahelii, 1900.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum auctore Henrico Denzinger. Ed. Clemens Bannwart. 10th ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1908.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart. 11th ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1911.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum auctore Henrico Denzinger. Ed. Clemens Bannwart. 12th ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1913.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart. 12a ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1913.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum auctore Henrico Denzinger. Ed. Clemens Bannwart. 13th ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1921.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 14th-15th eds. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1922.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 14th-15th eds. St. Louis: Herder, 1922.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 16th-17th eds. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1927.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum quod a Clemente Bannwart denuo compositum iteratis curis edidit Iohannes Bapt. Umberg. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 18th-20th eds. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1932.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 18th-20th eds. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1937.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum quod a Clemente Bannwart denuo compositum iteratis curis edidit Iohannes Bapt. Umberg. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 21st-23rd eds. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1937.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum quod a Clemente Bannwart denuo compositum iteratis curis edidit Iohannes Bapt. Umberg. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 24th ed. Barcelona: Editorial Herder, 1946.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 26th ed. augmentata. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1947.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum quod a Clemente Bannwart denuo compositum iteratis curis edidit Iohannes Bapt. Umberg. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 24th-25th eds. Barcelona: Editorial Herder, 1948.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart and Johann Baptist Umberg. 27th ed. augmentata. Barcelona: Herder, 1951.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Johann Baptist Umberg and Karl Rahner. 28th ed. augmentata. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1952.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner. 29th ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1953.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner. 30th ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1955.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum quod post Clementem Bannwart et Ioannem B. Umberg S.I. denuo edidit Carolus Rahner. Ed. Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner. 31st ed. Barcelona, Freiburg im Breisgau, Rome: Herder, 1957.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart, Johann Baptist Umberg, and Karl Rahner. 3rd ed. Barcelona, Freiburg im Breisgau, Rome: Herder, 1960.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Karl Rahner. 3rd ed. Rome: Herder, 1960.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Karl Rahner. 3rd ed. Barcelona: Herder, 1963.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Quod primum edidit Henricus Denzinger et quod funditus retractavit, auxit, notulis, ornavit Adolfus Schönmetzer. Ed. Adolf Schönmetzer. 32nd ed. Barcelona: Herder, 1963.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum, quod primum edidit Henricus Denzinger, et quod funditus retractavit, auxit, notulis ornavit Adolfus Schönmetzer. Ed. Adolf Schönmetzer. 33rd ed. Barcelona: Herder, 1965.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum, quod primum edidit Henricus Denzinger, et quod funditus retractavit, auxit, notulis ornavit Adolfus Schönmetzer. Ed. Adolf Schönmetzer. 34th ed. New York: Herder, 1967.
Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definition et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum quod primum edidit Henricus Denzinger; et quod funditus retractavit auxit notulis ornavit Adolfus Schönmetzer. Ed. Adolf Schönmetzer. 36th ed. Barcelona: Herder, 1973.
(probably Latin and Italian in parallel columns:) Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Edizione bilingue. Bologna: EDB, 1995.
(Latin and French in parallel columns:) Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Peter Hünermann (Latin text). 38th ed. Symboles et définitions de la foi catholique. Ed. Joseph Hoffmann (French text). Magistère de l’Église. Paris: Éditions du Cerf, 1997. (Trans. from the 37th German ed., of 1991.)

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS AND EDITIONS

Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Ed. Clemens Bannwart. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1913. (Trans. of the 10th Latin ed.?)
Denzinger, Heinrich. The Church Teaches. Ed. and trans. John F. Clarkson et al. [of St. Mary’s College, St. Mary’s KS]. St. Louis: Herder, 1955. Rpt. Herder, 1957, 1961. Rpt. Rockford, IL: TAN, 1973. (Trans. from the 24th, 28th, and 29th Latin eds.)
Denzinger, Heinrich. The Sources of Catholic Dogma. Trans. Roy J. Deferrari. St. Louis: Herder, 1957. Rpt. Powers Lake, ND: Marian House, 1990. Rpt. Fitzwilliam NH: Loreto, 2001, 2002. (Trans. from the 30th Latin ed.)
Hünermann, Peter, Helmut Hoping, Robert L. Fastiggi, Anne Englund Nash, and Heinrich Denzinger, eds. Compendium of Creeds, Definitions, and Declarations on Matters of Faith and Morals. San Francisco: Ignatius, 2012.

NON-ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS AND EDITIONS

(Spanish) Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. 32nd ed. Ed. Adolf Schönmetzer. Barcelona: Herder, 1963.
(Spanish) Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. 33rd ed. Ed. Adolf Schönmetzer. Barcelona: Herder, 1965.
(Chinese) Denzinger, Heinrich. Tian zhu jiao hui xun dao wen xian xuan ji: xin li lun li da cheng. Ed. Adolf Schönmetzer and Antang Shi. Teipei: 1975.
(German) Denzinger, Heinrich. Kompendium der Glaubensbekenntnisse und kirchlichen Lehrentscheidungen. 37th ed. Freiburg im Breisgau : Herder, 1991.
(Latin and Italian in parallel columns) Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum, definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. Edizione bilingue. Bologna: Edizioni Dehoniane Bologna, 1995.
(Latin and French in parallel columns) Denzinger, Heinrich. Enchiridion symbolorum definitionum et declarationum de rebus fidei et morum. 38th ed. Symboles et définitions de la foi catholique. Édité par Peter Hünermann pour l’édition originale et par Joseph Hoffmann pour l’édition française. Le Magistère de l’Église. Paris: Éditions du Cerf, 1997. (Trans. from the 37th German ed.)

NEUNER-DUPUIS

Denzinger, which arranges passages chronologically, is being replaced by Neuner-Dupuis, which arrange passages first by theme, then chronologically under each theme.

Neuner, Josef [1908-2009], SJ, and Heinrich Roos, SJ [1904-77]. The Teaching of the Catholic Church as Contained in Her Documents. Ed. Karl Rahner. Trans. Geoffrey Stevens. Staten Island: Alba House, 1967. (Trans. from Glaube der Kirche in den Urkunden der Lehrverkündigung. Regensburg: 1938. 2nd ed. Ed. Karl Rahner. Regensburg: Gregorius, 1948. 5th ed., 1958. 11th ed., Regensburg: Pustet, 1983.)

(A little about Fr. Neuner: He taught theology at a Jesuit seminary in India for 60 years. “He was one of four periti (experts) from India at [Vatican II] and contributed to its many documents, especially Nostra aetate [Declaration on the Relation of the Church with Non-Christian Religions] and Ad gentes [Decree on the Missionary Activity of the Church]. He was “a stalwart of Church renewal after the Second Vatican Council.” He “worked in India with Mother Teresa . . . He was retreat director for her Missionaries of Charity and helped her integrate some of the darkest spiritual moments of her life with her work for the poor.” Catholic Bishops Conference of India)

Neuner, Josef, SJ, and Jacques Dupuis, SJ [1923-2004]. The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic Church. Dublin: Mercier, 1973; Westminster: Christian Classics, 1975.
Neuner, Josef, SJ, and Jacques Dupuis, SJ. The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic Church. Rev. ed. New York: Alba House, 1982. Rpt. London: Collins Liturgical, 1983, 1986. 5th ed. London: HarperCollinsReligious, 1992.
Neuner, Josef, SJ. The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic Church. Ed. Jacques Dupuis, SJ. 6th rev. and enl. ed. New York: Alba House, 1996.
Neuner, Josef, SJ. The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic Church. Ed. Jacques Dupuis, SJ. 7th rev. and enl. ed. New York: Alba House; Bangalore: Theological Publications in India, 2001. Rpt. Bangalore, 2004.

SIMILAR WORKS

Cavallera, Ferdinand [1875-]. Thesaurus doctrinae catholicae. Ex documentis magisterii ecclesiastici. 1920. Nova editio recognita e aucta. Paris: Beauchesne, 1936.
“Where Denzinger’s Enchiridion arranges its material in chronological order . . ., Cavallera’s Thesaurus arranges its content in the doctrinal order . . .” (Fenton, Joseph Clifford. The Concept of Sacred Theology. Milwaukee: Bruce, 1941. 393.)
Cechetti, Igino, comp. Enchiridion clericorum: Documenta ecclesiae sacrorum alumnis instituendis.
Jurgens, William A. The Faith of the Early Fathers. 3 vols. Collegeville: Liturgical, 1979.
Kirsch, Conrad, SJ, ed. Enchiridion fontium historiae ecclesiasticae antiquae. Herder, 1914.
Rouet de Journel, Marie-Joseph, SJ, ed. The Teachings of the Church Fathers. Trans. John Randolph Willis. San Francisco: Ignatius, 2002. (Original: Enchiridion patristicum. 1911. 21st ed. Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1960.)
Viller, Marcel, SJ, et al., eds. Dictionnaire de spiritualité ascétique et mystique, doctrine et histoire. Paris: Gilbert Beauchesne, 1932.

