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The Gospel of Thomas was discovered in 1945; it is the most famous tractate in the Nag-Hammadi Library. It was probably originally written in the 100s CE. Thomas is not really a gospel, since it lacks narration (except for one miracle, the healing of the centurion’s servant). Rather, it is a collection of 114 sayings of Jesus. Some are found in the canonical gospels, and some are not.

Of the 114 sayings in the Gospel of Thomas:

65 are gnostic Christian passages unlike anything in the canonical gospels
34  are sayings also found in the synoptic gospels
15 are non-synoptic, but synoptic-like, passages

I present here the texts from the second and third categories. (Quoted from Robinson.)

synoptic passages in the Gospel of Thomas

1. the sower (GT 9) (Matt 13:1-9, 18-23; Mark 4:3-9, 13-20; Luke 8:4-8, 11-15)
“Jesus said, “Now the sower went out, took a handful (of seeds), and scattered them. Some fell on the road; the birds came and gathered them up. Others fell on rock, did not take root in the soil, and did not produce ears. And others fell on thorns; they choked the seed(s) and worms ate them. And others fell on the good soil and it produced good fruit: it bore sixty per measure and a hundred and twenty per measure.””

2. the mustard seed (GT 20) (Matt 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19)
“The disciples said to Jesus, “Tell us what the kingdom of heaven is like.” He said to them, “It is like a mustard seed. It is the smallest of all seeds. But when it falls on tilled soil, it produces a great plant and becomes a shelter for birds of the sky.””

3. the householder whose house is broken into (GT 21b) (Matt 24:43/Luke 12:39)
“Therefore I say, if the owner of a house knows that the thief is coming, he will begin his vigil before he comes and will not let him dig through into his house of his domain to carry away his goods. You (pl.), then, be on your guard against the world. Arm yourselves with great strength lest the robbers find a way to come to you, for the difficulty which you expect will (surely) materialize.”

4. enter as a little child (GT 22a) (Matt 18:3; Mark 10:15; Luke 18:17)
“Jesus saw infants being suckled. He said to his disciples, “These infants being suckled are like those who enter the kingdom.””

5. speck and log (GT 26) (Matt 7:3-5; Luke 6:41-42)
“Jesus said, “You (sg.) see the mote in your brother’s eye, but you do not see the beam in your own eye. When you cast the beam out of your own eye, then you will see clearly to cast the mote from your brother’s eye.””

6. a prophet in his own country (GT 31a) (Matt 13:57; Mark 6:4; Luke 4:24; John 4:44)
“Jesus said, “No prophet is accepted in his own village . . .””

7. city on a hill (GT 32) (Matt 5:14)
“Jesus said, “A city being built on a high mountain and fortified cannot fall, nor can it be hidden.””

8. hid lamp (GT 33) ((Mark 4:21; Luke 8:16, 11:33)
“Jesus said, “Preach from your (pl.) housetops that which you (sg.) will hear in your (sg.) ear. For no one lights a lamp and puts it under a bushel, nor does he put it in a hidden place, but rather he sets it on a lampstand so that everyone who enters and leaves will see its light.””

9. blind leading blind (GT 34) (Matt 15:14; Luke 6:39)
“Jesus said, “If a blind man leads a blind man, they will both fall into a pit.””

10. serpents and doves (GT 39b) (Matt 10:16)
“You, however, be as wise as serpents and as innocent as doves.”

11. tree and fruit (GT 45a) (Matt 7:16b; Luke 6:44b)
“Jesus said, “Grapes are not harvested from thorns, nor are figs gathered from thistles, for they do not produce fruit.””

12. good and evil storehouses (GT 45b)
“A good man brings forth good from his storehouse; an evil man brings forth evil things from his evil storehouse, which is in his heart, and says evil things.”

13. the abundance of the heart (GT 45c)
“For out of the abundance of the heart he brings forth evil things.”

14. serving two masters (GT 47a)
“Jesus said, “It is impossible for a man to mount two horses or to stretch two bows. And it is impossible for a servant to serve two masters; otherwise, he will honor the one and treat the other contemptuously.””

15. new and old wine (GT 47b)
“No man drinks old wine and immediately desires to drink new wine.”

16. wine in wineskins (GT 47c)
“And new wine is not put into old wineskins, lest they burst; nor is old wine put into a new wineskin, lest it spoil it.”

17. patch and garment (GT 47d)
“An old patch is not sewn into a new garment, because a tear would result.”

18. the tares (GT 57)
“Jesus said, “The kingdom of the father is like a man who had [good] seed. His enemy came by night and sowed weeds among the good seed. The man did not allow them to pull up the weeds; he said to them, ‘I am afraid that you will go intending to pull up the weeds and pull up the wheat along with them.’ For on the day of the harvest the weeds will be plainly visible, and they will be pulled up and burned.””

19. the rich fool (GT 63) (Luke 12:16-21)
“Jesus said, “There was a rich man who had much money. He said, ‘I shall put my money to use so that I may sow, reap, plant, and fill my storehouse with produce, with the result that I shall lack nothing.’ Such were his intentions, but that same night he died. Let him who has ears hear.””

20. the marriage feast/great supper (GT 64)
“Jesus said, “A man had received visitors. And when he had prepared the dinner, he sent his servant to invite the guests. He went to the first one and said to him, ‘My master invites you.’ He said, ‘I have claims against some merchants. They are coming to me this evening. I must go and give them my orders. I ask to be excused from the dinner.’ He went to another and said to him, ‘My master has invited you.’ He said to him, ‘I have just bought a house and am required for the day. I shall not have any spare time.’ He went to another and said to him, ‘My master invites you.’ He said to him, ‘My friend is going to get married, and I am to prepare the banquet. I shall not be able to come. I ask to be excused from the dinner.’ He went to another and said to him, ‘My master invites you.’ He said to him, ‘I have just bought a farm, and I am on my way to collect the rent. I shall not be able to come. I ask to be excused.’ The servant returned and said to his master, ‘Those whom you invited to the dinner have asked to be excused.’ The master said to his servant, ‘Go outside to the streets and bring back those whom you happen to meet, so that they may dine.’ Businessmen and merchants [will] not enter the places of my father.””

21. wicked tenants (GT 65) (Matt 21:33-44/Mark 12:1-11)
“He said, “There was a good man who owned a vineyard. He leased it to tenant farmers so that they might work it and he might collect the produce from them. He sent his servant so that the tenants might give him the produce of the vineyard. They seized his servant and beat him, all but killing him. The servant went back and told his master. The master said, ‘Perhaps he did not recognize them.’ He sent another servant. The tenants beat this one as well. Then the owner sent his son and said, ‘Perhaps they will show respect to my son.’ Because the tenants knew that it was he who was the heir to the vineyard, they seized him and killed him. Let him who has ears hear.””

22. laborers for the harvest (GT 73)
“Jesus said, “The harvest is great but the laborers are few. Beseech the lord, therefore, to send out laborers to the harvest.””

23. pearl of great price (GT 76a)
“Jesus said, “The kingdom of the father is like a merchant who had a consignment of merchandise and who discovered a pearl. That merchant was shrewd. He sold the merchandise and bought the pearl alone for himself.””

24. treasure in heaven (GT 76b)
“You too, seek his unfailing and enduring treasure where no moth comes near to devour and no worm destroys.”

25. foxes have holes (GT 86)
“Jesus said, “[The foxes have their holes] and the birds have their nests, but the son of man has no place to lay his head and rest.””

26. inside and outside of cup (GT 89)
“Jesus said, “Why do you wash the outside of the cup? Do you not realize that he who made the inside is the same one who made the outside?””

27. the easy yoke (GT 90)
“Jesus said, “Come unto me, for my yoke is easy and my lordship is mild, and you will find repose for yourselves.””

28. reading the signs (GT 91b)
“He said to them, “You read the face of the sky and of the earth, but you have not recognized the one who is before you, and you do not know how to read this moment.””

29. the holy to dogs (GT 93a)
“<Jesus said,> “Do not give what is holy to dogs, lest they throw them on the dung heap.””

30. pearls before swine (GT 93b)
“Do not throw the pearls [to] swine, lest they . . . it . . .”

31. leaven (GT 96)
“Jesus said, “The kingdom of the father is like [a certain] woman. She took a little leaven, [concealed] it in some dough, and made it into large loaves. Let him who has ears hear.””

32. the bridegroom (GT 104c)
“But when the bridegroom leaves the bridal chamber, then let them fast and pray.”

33. the lost sheep (GT 107)
“Jesus said, “The kingdom is like a shepherd who had a hundred sheep. One of them, the largest, went astray. He left the ninety-nine and looked for that one until he found it. When he had gone to such trouble, he said to the sheep, ‘I care for you more than the ninety-nine.’””

34. hid treasure (GT 109)
“Jesus said, “The kingdom is like a man who had a [hidden] treasure in his field without knowing it. And [after] he died, he left it to his [son]. The son [did] not know (about the treasure). He inherited the field and sold [it]. And the one who bought it went plowing and [found] the treasure. He began to lend money at interest to whomever he wished.””

non-synoptic, but synoptic-like, passages in the Gospel of Thomas

1. the great fish (GT 8)
“And he said, “The man is like a wise fisherman who cast his net into the sea and drew it up from the sea full of small fish. Among them the wise fisherman found a fine large fish. He threw all the small fish back into the sea and chose the large fish without difficulty. Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.””

2. the undressed children (GT 21a)
“Mary said to Jesus, “Whom are your disciples like?” He said, “They are like children who have settled in a field which is not theirs. When the owners of the field come, they will say, ‘Let us have back our field.’ They (will) undress in their presence in order to let them have back their field and to give it back to them.””

3. the understanding reaper (GT 21c)
“Let there be among you a man of understanding. When the grain ripened, he came quickly with his sickle in his hand and reaped it. Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”

4. love your brother (GT 25)
“Jesus said, “Love your (sg.) brother like your soul, guard him like the pupil of your eye.””

5. flesh and spirit, poverty and wealth (GT 29)
“Jesus said, “If the flesh came into being because of spirit, it is a wonder. But if spirit came into being because of the body, it is a wonder of wonders. Indeed, I am amazed at how this great wealth has made its home in this poverty.””

6. a physician and those who know him (GT 29b)
“. . . no physician heals those who know him.”

7. unsound grapevine (GT 40)
“Jesus said, “A grapevine has been planted outside of the father, but being unsound, it will be pulled up by its roots and destroyed.””

8. passers-by (GT 42)
“Jesus said, “Become passers-by.””

9. loving and hating tree and fruit (GT 43b)
“. . . you have become like the Jews, for they (either) love the tree and hate its fruit (or) love the fruit and hate the tree.”

10. trough and cistern (GT 74)
“He said, “O lord, there are many around the drinking trough, but there is nothing in the cistern.””

11. many at the door (GT 75)
“Jesus said, “Many are standing at the door, but it is the solitary who will enter the bridal chamber.””

12. the empty jar (GT 97)
“Jesus said, “The kingdom of the [father] is like a certain woman who was carrying a [jar] full of meal. While she was walking [on the] road, still some distance from home, the handle of the jar broke and the meal emptied out behind her [on] the road. She did not realize it; she had noticed no accident. When she reached her house, she set the jar down and found it empty.””

13. testing before killing (GT 98)
“Jesus said, “The kingdom of the father is like a certain man who wanted to kill a powerful man. In his own house he drew his sword and stuck it into the wall in order to find out whether his hand could carry through. Then he slew the powerful man.””

14. the dog in the manger (GT 102)
“Jesus said, “Woe to the pharisees, for they are like a dog sleeping in the manger of oxen, for neither does he eat nor does he [let] the oxen eat.””

15. armed for thieves (GT 103)
“Jesus said, “Fortunate is the man who knows where the brigands will enter, so that [he] may get up, muster his domain, and arm himself before they invade.””
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The 34 synoptic passages and 15 (non-synoptic but) synoptic-like passages in Thomas include parables, similitudes (brief, present-tense narratives), and aphorisms (proverbs). About 15 are parables.

Of the 15, parables, 11 “are variant, and not very veridical, versions of parables in the synoptic gospels. . . . the Gospel of Thomas provides us with its own version of eleven of the synoptic parables . . .” (Hunter Parables 23)

	  logia	9		sower
		20		mustard seed
		21b and 103	unexpectant homeowner
		57		weeds
		63		rich fool
		64		great supper
		65		wicked tenants
		76		pearl
		96		yeast
		107		lost sheep
		109		treasure (Jeremias, Parables of Jesus 24)

“The Gospel of Thomas also contains four more parables not found in the N.T.” (Hunter Parables 23)

		8		The Great Fish
		21a		The Little Children in the Field
		97		The Careless Woman
		98		The Slayer (the names are Jeremias’s, Parables of Jesus 24)

“Of the four new ones, two—the Big Fish [GT 8] and the Assassin [GT 98]—may have some slender claim to authenticity; but, all in all, these ‘Gnostic’ parables add little to our knowledge.” (Hunter Parables 23)
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