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“Magisterium” means the teaching authority of the Church. (Latin magister means “master,” as in for example “master’s degree.”) “Magisterium” can also mean the teaching office of the Church. That office is filled by the college (collectivity) of bishops, with the pope as their leader.

Ordinarily the magisterium (college of bishops) teaches fallibly (it is able to be wrong). One of its ordinary teachings is called a “doctrine” (from Latin doctrina, a teaching). But a doctrine when taught infallibly becomes a “dogma” (from Latin dogma, tenet [thing held]). Ott (passim) estimates that, of the Church’s thousands of doctrines, about 260 are dogmas.

As Sullivan notes (51), there must be “some authority in the community that can settle disputes . . . While the apostles were still alive this was evidently their prerogative. It is a matter of historical fact that during the course of the second century this function was taken over by the bishops.”

Here are the forms and conditions for infallibility, according to Sullivan (80-127).

forms of infallibility:

	magisterium

		                                     	│                                    

		│	│

		extraordinary magisterium	ordinary magisterium

	│
	│
	│
		│

	an ecumenical
council, infallible
when defining
	the pope,
infallible
when defining
	the universal ordinary magisterium,
infallible
when “defining”
	non-universal
ordinary
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conditions for infallibility:

	

	must be an
ecumenical council;
it acts as judge
of the faith;
free from coercion;
must be a doctrine of faith or morals;
expressed intention to define
	must be a pope (e.g., elected, not heretic);
consults the faith;
exercises universal jurisdiction;
free from coercion;
must be a doctrine of
faith or morals;
expressed intention to define
	must be the college of bishops united to
the pope;
must be a doctrine of faith or morals;
expressed intention to impose the doctrine as “definitively to be held”
	(never infallible)
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