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	Topic
	Catholicism
	Protestantism

	ecumenical councils accepted
	all 21
	first 4

	sources of authority in religion
	Scripture, in Tradition, in the Church; reason emphasized
	Scripture alone; experience emphasized

	canon
	Old Testament: 46 books;
New Testament: 27
	Old Testament: 39 (not Tobit, Judith, 1-2 Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch);
New Testament: 27

	papacy
	universal supremacy of jurisdiction
	merely another bishop, or merely another Christian

	church government
	clergy: pope, bishops, priests, deacons
	bishops (Episcopalians); committee of elders (Presbyterians); or local congregation (Congregationalists)

	concept of church
	mystical body of Christ; community of the new covenant
	association of Christians for mutual support

	original sin
	weakened our nature
	devastated our nature

	justification
	justification begins by faith (trust and belief); it begins the process of sanctification
	justification is by faith alone (trust); no process of sanctification; once saved, always saved (Calvinists)

	certainty of salvation
	no one can know they are justified without a special revelation
	no one can be justified without knowing it

	predestination
	God wills everyone to be saved, but permits those who choose it to go to hell
	God predestines some to heaven and some to hell (Calvinists)

	sensory aids in worship
	plentiful: crucifix; music, flowers, banners, candles, incense, etc.; stained glass (representational); statues
	minimal: bare cross; music, flowers; stained glass (often abstract); no statues

	sacraments
	7: baptism, reconciliation, Eucharist, confirmation, marriage, ordination, anointing of the sick
	2: baptism, Lord’s Supper

	baptism
	infants as well; by any running water
	adults only (some Protestants); by immersion (some Protestants)

	Christ’s presence in communion
	transubstantiation
	consubstantiation; or symbol

	the Mass is a true sacrifice
	yes
	no

	saints
	venerated (respected) as fellow Christians whose prayers can help us
	veneration of saints encourages idolatry and derogates from God’s sovereignty

	purgatory
	yes
	no



