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Among the narratives told by Jesus, scholars distinguish two literary forms.

A parable usually has an atypical situation, with a plot and rounded (more complex) characters. Parables tend to be longer, with multiple verbs in past tense.

A similitude usually has a typical situation, with little plot (action) and flat (more simple) characters. Similitudes tend to be short, with few verbs in present tense.

Here is a list of Jesus’ similitudes. (The right column suggests the source from whence a similitude in our present gospels came. According to the four-source theory, sources are Mark, Q, M, or L.)

1. beatings			Luke 12:47-48	L
2. defendant	Matt 5:25-26		Luke 12:58-59	Q
3. expectant slaves	(cf. Matt 25:1-13)		Luke 12:35-38	Q
4. eye as lamp	Matt 6:22-23		Luke 11:34-36	Q
also Dial.Sav.125:18-126:1
5. fasting wedding guests	Mark 2:19-20
6. harvest and laborers	Matt 9:37-38		Luke 10:2	Q
also John 4:35; Gos. Th. 73
7. lost coin			Luke 15:8-10	L
8. lost sheep	Matt 18:12-14		Luke 15:4-7	Q
also Gospel of Thomas 107
9. mustard seed	Matt 13:31-32	Mark 4:30-32	Luke 13:18-19	Mk
also Gospel of Thomas 20:2
10. new patch	Matt 9:16	Mark 2:21		Mk
also Gospel of Thomas 47b
	new patch			Luke 5:36	L
also Gospel of Thomas 47b
11. new wine	Matt 9:17	Mark 2:22		Mk
also Gospel of Thomas 47b
	new wine			Luke 5:37-38	L
12. places at table			Luke 14:7-11	L
13. rash king			Luke 14:31-32	L
14. salt		Mark 9:50a		Mk
	salt	Matt 5:13		Luke 14:34-35a	Q
15. snake for fish	Matt 7:9-11		Luke 11:11-13	Q
16. speck and log	Matt 7:3-5		Luke 6:41-2	Q
also Gospel of Thomas 26
17. strong man plundered	Matt 12:29	Mark 3:27	Luke 11:21-22	Mk
also Gospel of Thomas 35
18. tower builder			Luke 14:28-30	L
19. two masters	Matt 6:24		Luke 16:13	Q
20. unexpectant homeowner	Matt 24:43		Luke 12:39	Q
also Gospel of Thomas 21c, 103 (cf. 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 3:2-3; Rev 16:15)
21. unexpectant slaves	Matt 25:14	Mark 13:34-37		Mk
22. we are worthless slaves			Luke 17:7-10	L
23. yeast	Matt 13:33b		Luke 13:20-21	Q
also Gospel of Thomas 96:1

