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I had a dream about my wife Karen last night, no doubt because I had been thinking throughout the day about the two-year anniversary of her death. In the dream, I don’t know where she and I were; but we were enjoying each other, just being silly, like the old days. So nice to be with her again. Till I woke up.

There’s a fair amount of chatter on the internet about the “loneliness of the pandemic.” With my wife dead and my children scattered to other states, what do I do for company? Actually, I’m not lonely.

That’s because I always have someone with me: God. I’m not kidding. Half a dozen times a day, I become aware of a gift that God has given me. I might see the color orange (my favorite). Or I might taste Romaine lettuce (thank you, Granddaughter, for ordering groceries for me). Or I might notice how incredible it is that fingers have grown out of the end of my arm, and that they grasp in answer to my will. Immediately after becoming aware of such a gift, my next thought automatically directs itself to God: “Thank you! Thank you! You are amazing. You are so good to me.”

Even between these moments of explicit gratitude, God never leaves my thoughts. I may be studying something on computer. I’m not thinking about God directly, but I know he’s present. It’s like when Karen and I would sit, of an evening, in our side-by-side recliners, each with our laptop. I would be thinking about what I was studying; but, without it drifting into the spotlight of my focused consciousness, I would remain peripherally aware that Karen was in the room, and I would enjoy her presence. So with God: he is a permanent presence, the canvas on which my life is painted.

And to think that he shall someday be more fully present to me. No one has said it better than Paul: 1 Cor 13:12, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly [the mirror is creation, from which we infer God, Rom 1:19-20], but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.” Similarly, Phil 1:21, “For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.” To be in God’s presence now is a great joy. How much more wonderful will God’s presence be after death!

