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4-5: speech by Eliphaz

The double retribution theory is right. (The double retribution theory says: if you’re bad, you are punished; if you’re good, you are rewarded.)
Job 4:7-8, “Think now, who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were the upright cut off? 8 As I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the same.”
Job 5:11-12, “he sets on high those who are lowly, and those who mourn are lifted to safety. 12 He frustrates the devices of the crafty, so that their hands achieve no success.”

Job has sinned.
Job 4:17, “Can mortals be righteous before God? Can humans be pure before their Maker?”

Trust God.
Job 5:8, “As for me, I would seek God, and to God I would commit my cause.”

Suffering is discipline.
Job 5:17, “How happy is the one whom God reproves; therefore do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.”

6-7: speech by Job

Job is innocent.
Job 6:30, “Is there any wrong on my tongue?”

God is too powerful to contend with.
Job 7:7, “Remember that my life is a breath; my eye will never again see good.”

God is vindictive.
Job 7:16, “Let me alone, for my days are a breath.”

Suffering is testing.
Job 7:17-18, “What are humans, that you . . . 18 test them every moment?”

Job has sinned.
Job 7:20-21, “If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of humanity? Why have you made me your target? . . . 21 Why do you not pardon my transgression and take away my iniquity?”

8: speech by Bildad

God is always just.
Job 8:3, “Does God pervert justice?”

The double retribution theory is right.
Job 8:6, “if you are pure and upright, surely then he will rouse himself for you . . .”
Job 8:13, “the hope of the godless shall perish.”
Job 8:20-22, “See, God will not reject the blameless, nor take the hand of evildoers. 21 He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy. 22 Those who hate you will be clothed with shame, and the tent of the wicked will be no more.”

9-10: speech by Job

Job is innocent.
Job 9:15, “. . . I am innocent . . .”
Job 9:20-21, “. . . I am innocent . . . I am blameless . . . 21 I am blameless . . .”
Job 10:7, “you [God] know that I am not guilty . . .”

God is too powerful to contend with.
Job 9:2, “how can a mortal be just before God? . . . 10 he does great things beyond understanding . . .”
Job 9:15, “Though I am innocent, I cannot answer him . . .”
Job 9:19-21, “If it is a contest of strength, he is the strong one! If it is a matter of justice, who can summon him? 20 Though I am innocent, my own mouth would condemn me; though I am blameless, he would prove me perverse. 21 I am blameless; I do not know myself; I loathe my life.”
Job 9:32, “For he is not a mortal, as I am, that I might answer him, that we should come to trial together.”

God is unjust.
Job 9:16-21, “If I summoned him and he answered me, I do not believe that he would listen to my voice. 17 For he crushes me with a tempest and multiplies my wounds without cause . . . 22 It is all one; therefore I say, ‘He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.’ 23 When disaster brings sudden death, he mocks at the calamity of the innocent. 24 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked; he covers the eyes of its judges—if it is not he, who then is it?”
Job 10:3, “Does it seem good to you to oppress, to despise the work of your hands and favor the schemes of the wicked?”
Job 10:6, “you seek out my iniquity and search for my sin, 7 although you know that I am not guilty . . .”

God is vindictive.
Job 9:18, “he will not let me get my breath but fills me with bitterness.”
Job 9:28-29, “I become afraid of all my suffering, for I know you will not hold me innocent. 29 I shall be condemned; why then do I labor in vain?”
Job 9:34-35, “If he would take his rod away from me and not let dread of him terrify me, 35 then I would speak without fear of him, for I know I am not what I am thought to be.”

God is prosecutor and judge.
Job 9:15b, “I must appeal to my accuser for my right.”
Job 9:33, “There is no mediator between us, who might lay his hand on us both.”

Job is innocent.
Job 10:7a, “you know that I am not guilty . . .”
Job 10:15, “If I am wicked, woe to me! If I am righteous, I cannot lift up my head, for I am filled with disgrace and look upon my affliction.”

11: speech by Zophar

Job has sinned.
Job 11:6c, “Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.”
Job 11:11, “For he knows those who are worthless; when he sees iniquity, will he not consider it?”

Mortals cannot fathom divine workings.
Job 11:7-8, “Can you find out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limit of the Almighty? 8 It is higher than heaven—what can you do? Deeper than Sheol—what can you know?”

Job should repent.
Job 11:13, ““If you direct your heart rightly, you will stretch out your hands toward him. . . . 15 Surely then you will lift up your face without blemish; you will be secure and will not fear.”

The double retribution theory is right.
Job 11:20, “But the eyes of the wicked will fail; all way of escape will be lost to them, and their hope is to breathe their last.”

12-14: speech by Job

Job is innocent.
Job 12:4c, “a just and blameless man, I am a laughingstock.”
Job 13:15-16, “I will defend my ways to his face. 16 This will be my salvation, that the godless shall not come before him.”
Job 13:18, “I have indeed prepared my case; I know that I shall be vindicated.”
Job 13:23, (rhetorical question to God) “How many are my iniquities and my sins? Make me know my transgression and my sin.”

Job has sinned.
Job 13:26, “For you write bitter things against me and make me reap the iniquities of my youth.”
Job 14:13-17, “O that you would hide me in Sheol . . . 16 For then . . . 17 my transgression would be sealed up in a bag, and you would cover over my iniquity.”

God is unjust.
Job 12:6ab, “The tents of robbers are at peace, and those who provoke God are secure . . .”
Job 14:1-3, “A mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble, 2 comes up like a flower and withers, flees like a shadow and does not last. 3 Do you fix your eyes on such a one? Do you bring me into judgment with you?”

God is too powerful to contend with.
Job 12:14, “If he tears down, no one can rebuild; if he shuts someone in, no one can open up.”

Job wants to debate God.
Job 13:3, “But I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to argue my case with God.”

The double retribution theory is wrong.
Job 13:7-8, “Will you speak falsely for God and speak deceitfully for him? 8 Will you show partiality toward him; will you plead the case for God? . . . 10 He will surely rebuke you if in secret you show partiality.”

Job wants to debate God.
Job 13:15, “See, he will kill me; I have no hope; but I will defend my ways to his face.”

God is too powerful to contend with.
Job 14:13, “O that you would hide me in Sheol, that you would conceal me until your wrath is past, that you would appoint me a set time and remember me!”

God is vindictive.
Job 14:13, 16, “conceal me until your wrath is past . . . 16 For then you would not number my steps; you would not keep watch over my sin . . .”

All humans are sinful.
Job 14:4, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one can.”

15: Eliphaz

Job has sinned.
Job 15:4-5, “you are doing away with the fear of God . . . 5 For your iniquity teaches your mouth . . .”

Mortals cannot fathom divine workings.
Job 15:7-8, “Are you the firstborn of the human race? Were you brought forth before the hills? 8 Have you listened in the council of God?”

All humans are sinful.
Job 15:14, “What are mortals, that they can be clean? Or those born of woman, that they can be righteous? 15 God puts no trust even in his holy ones, and the heavens are not clean in his sight; 16 how much less one who is abominable and corrupt, one who drinks iniquity like water!”

The double retribution theory is right.
Job 15:20-30, “The wicked writhe in pain all their days, through all the years that are laid up for the ruthless. 21 Terrifying sounds are in their ears; in prosperity the destroyer will come upon them. . . . 29 . . . their wealth will not endure . . . 30 they will not escape from darkness . . .”

16-17: speech by Job

God is vindictive.
Job 16:9, “He has torn me in his wrath and hated me; he has gnashed his teeth at me . . .”

Job is innocent.
Job 16:17, “there is no violence in my hands, and my prayer is pure.”
Job 16:20-21, “my eye pours out tears to God, 21 that he would maintain the right of a mortal with God . . .”

18: speech by Bildad

The double retribution theory is right.
Job 18:5, ““Surely the light of the wicked is put out, and the flame of their fire does not shine.”

19: speech by Job

Job is innocent.
Job 19:3, “These ten times you have cast reproach upon me; are you not ashamed to wrong me?”

God is unjust.
Job 19:6, “God has put me in the wrong and closed his net around me. . . . 7 I call aloud, but there is no justice.”

God is vindictive.
Job 19:22, “Why do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh?”

God will redeem.
Job 19:25-27, “For I know that my vindicator lives and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”

20: speech by Zophar

The double retribution theory is right. (Whole chapter.)
Job 20:5, “the exulting of the wicked is short and the joy of the godless is but for a moment . . .”
Job 20:19, “For they have crushed and abandoned the poor; they have seized a house that they did not build.”

21: speech by Job

The double retribution theory is wrong.
Job 21:7-8, “Why do the wicked live on, reach old age, and grow mighty in power? 8 Their children are established in their presence and their offspring before their eyes.”
Job 21:13, “They spend their days in prosperity, and in peace they go down to Sheol.”
Job 21:17, ““How often is the lamp of the wicked put out? How often does calamity come upon them?”
Job 21:19, “You say, ‘God stores up their iniquity for their children.’ Let it be paid back to them, so that they may know it. . . . 21 For what do they care for their household after them . . .?”
Job 21:23-25, “One dies in full prosperity, being wholly at ease and secure . . . 25 Another dies in bitterness of soul, never having tasted of good. 26 They lie down alike in the dust, and the worms cover them.”

22: speech by Eliphaz

Job has sinned.
Job 22:4-5, “Is it for your piety that he reproves you and enters into judgment with you? 5 Is not your wickedness great? There is no end to your iniquities. 6 For you have exacted pledges from your family for no reason and stripped the naked of their clothing. 7 You have given no water to the weary to drink, and you have withheld bread from the hungry.”
Job 22:23, “If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored, if you remove unrighteousness from your tents . . .”

23-24: speech by Job

Job wants to debate God.
Job 23:3-4, “Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might come even to his dwelling! 4 I would lay my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. . . . 7 There the upright could reason with him, and I should be acquitted forever by my judge.”

Job is innocent.
Job 23:11, “My foot has held fast to his steps; I have kept his way and have not turned aside.”

God is unjust.
Job 23:13b-15, “What he desires, that he does. . . . 15 Therefore I am terrified at his presence; when I consider, I am in dread of him.”
Job 24:12, “From the city the dying groan, and the throat of the wounded cries for help; yet God pays no attention to their prayer.”

The double retribution theory is wrong.
Job 24:2, “The wicked remove landmarks; they seize flocks and pasture them.”

God is unjust.
Job 24:21-22, “They harm the childless woman and do no good to the widow. 22 Yet God prolongs the life of the mighty by his power; they rise up when they despair of life.”
Job 24:23, “He gives them security, and they are supported; his eyes are upon their ways.”

25: speech by Bildad

All humans are sinful.
Job 25:4-6, “How then can a mortal be righteous before God? How can one born of woman be pure? 5 If even the moon is not bright and the stars are not pure in his sight, 6 how much less a mortal, who is a maggot, and a human being, who is a worm!”

26-27: speech by Job

God is too powerful to contend with.
Job 26:12-13, “By his power he stilled the Sea; . . . 13b his hand pierced the fleeing serpent. 14 These are indeed but the outskirts of his ways, and how small a whisper do we hear of him! But the thunder of his power who can understand?”

Job is innocent.
Job 27:5-6a, “Far be it from me to say that you are right; until I die I will not put away my integrity from me. 6 I hold fast my righteousness and will not let it go . . .”

The double retribution theory is right.
Job 27:13-14, “This is the portion of the wicked with God and the heritage that oppressors receive from the Almighty: 14 If their children are multiplied, it is for the sword, and their offspring have not enough to eat.”

28: poem on Wisdom

Job 28:1-11: miners bring forth silver, gold, iron, copper, sapphires.
Job 28:12-: the source of wisdom is unknown; it is more valuable than precious metals or jewels.
Job 28:28, “the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.”

29-31: speech by Job

Job is innocent.
Job 29:2, “O that I were as in the months of old, as in the days when God watched over me . . .”
Job 29:15-16, “I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the needy, and I championed the cause of the stranger.”
Job 31:5-6, “If I have walked with falsehood, and my foot has hurried to deceit—6 let me be weighed in a just balance, and let God know my integrity!”

God is unjust.
Job 30:25-26, “Did I not weep for those whose day was hard? Was not my soul grieved for the poor? 26 But when I looked for good, evil came, and when I waited for light, darkness came.”

Job wants to debate God.
Job 31:35-37, “O that I had one to hear me! (Here is my signature! Let the Almighty answer me!) O that I had the indictment written by my adversary! 36 Surely I would carry it on my shoulder; I would bind it on me like a crown; 37 I would give him an account of all my steps; like a prince I would approach him.”

32-37: speech by Elihu

Job is innocent.
Job 32:1-2, “Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. 2 [Elihu] was angry at Job because he justified himself rather than God . . .”
Job 33:9, “You say, ‘I am clean, without transgression; I am pure, and there is no iniquity in me. 10 Look, he finds occasions against me; he counts me as his enemy . . .”

Job 32:3, 5, 12, “he [Elihu] was angry also at Job’s three friends because they had found no answer . . . 5 Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouths of these three men . . . 12 there was, in fact, no one who confuted Job, no one among you who answered his words.”

God is too powerful to contend with.
Job 33:12-13, “God is greater than any mortal. 13 Why do you contend against him . . .”

Suffering prevents pride.
Job 33:16-19, God “terrifies them with warnings, 17 that he may turn them aside from their deeds and keep them from pride, 18 to spare their souls from the Pit, their lives from traversing the River. 19 They are also chastened with pain upon their beds and with continual strife in their bones . . .”

Job 33:23-26, “Then, if there should be for one of them an angel, a mediator, one of a thousand, one who declares a person upright, 24 and he is gracious to that person and says, ‘Deliver him from going down into the Pit; I have found a ransom; 25 let his flesh become fresh with youth; let him return to the days of his youthful vigor,’ 26 then he prays to God and is accepted by him; he comes into his presence with joy, and God repays him for his righteousness.”
“A heavenly messenger may be mediator, lit., “interpreter”; i.e., make the man understand the meaning of his affliction, show him his faults, and intercede for him with God. Thus, men need grace and instruction even to repent as they should.” (MacKenzie “Job” 1.529)

Job is innocent.
Job 34:5-6, “Job has said, ‘I am innocent, and God has taken away my right; 6 in spite of being right I am counted a liar; my wound is incurable, though I am without transgression.’”

God is always just.
Job 34:10-19, “far be it from God that he should do wickedness and from the Almighty that he should do wrong. . . . 12 Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty will not pervert justice. 13 Who gave him charge over the earth, and who laid on him the whole world? . . . 17 Shall one who hates justice govern? Will you condemn one who is righteous and mighty, 18 who says to a king, ‘You scoundrel!’ and to princes, ‘You wicked men!’; 19 who shows no partiality to nobles, nor regards the rich more than the poor, for they are all the work of his hands?”

The double retribution theory is right.
Job 34:11, “For according to their deeds he will repay them, and according to their ways he will make it befall them.”

Job has sinned.
Job 34:36-37, “Would that Job were tried to the limit, because his answers are those of the wicked. 37 For he adds rebellion to his sin; he claps his hands among us and multiplies his words against God.”

JOB ASSERTS THAT GOD IS UNJUST

Several times in the dialogues with friends, Job asserts that God is unjust.

Job 9:16-21, “If I summoned him and he answered me, I do not believe that he would listen to my voice. 17 For he crushes me with a tempest and multiplies my wounds without cause . . . 22 It is all one; therefore I say, ‘He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.’ 23 When disaster brings sudden death, he mocks at the calamity of the innocent. 24 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked; he covers the eyes of its judges—if it is not he, who then is it?”

Job 12:6ab, “The tents of robbers are at peace, and those who provoke God are secure . . .”

Job 13:15, “See, he will kill me; I have no hope; but I will defend my ways to his face.”

Job 19:6, “God has put me in the wrong and closed his net around me. . . . 7 I call aloud, but there is no justice.”

Job 24:12, “From the city the dying groan, and the throat of the wounded cries for help; yet God pays no attention to their prayer.”

Job 24:21-22, “They harm the childless woman and do no good to the widow. 22 Yet God prolongs the life of the mighty by his power . . .”

Job 29:2, “O that I were as in the months of old, as in the days when God watched over me . . .”

