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In Latin, doctor means “teacher.” To be a Doctor of the Church, one must have (1) holiness that is truly outstanding, even among saints; (2) depth of doctrinal insight; and (3) an extensive body of orthodox writings. The Doctors are listed chronologically by date of death.

Doctor	date of recognition

ancient doctors

Irenaeus of Lyon (c125-c. 202)	2022
Hilary of Poitiers (c. 315-c 367)	1851
Athanasius (c. 297-373)	1568
Ephræm of Syria (c. 306-373)	1920
Basil the Great (c. 330-379)	1568
Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 315-c. 386)	1883
Gregory Nazianzen (c. 330-389)	1568
Ambrose (c. 340-397)	1298
John Chrysostom (c. 347-407)	1568
Jerome (c. 343-420)	1724
Augustine (c. 354-430)	1298
Cyril of Alexandria (c. 377-444)	1882
Peter Chrysologus (c. 380-c. 450)	1729
Pope Leo the Great (c. 391-461)	1754
Pope Gregory the Great, OSB (c.540-604)	1295
Isidore of Seville (c. 560-636)	1722
Venerable Bede, OSB (c. 672-735)	1899
John of Damascus (c. 675-749)	1890

medieval doctors	

Gregory of Narek (950-c. 1005)	2015
Peter Damian, OSB (c. 1007-1072)	1828
Anselm of Canterbury, OSB (c. 1034-1109)	1720
Bernard of Clairvaux, O.Cist. (1090-1153)	1830
Hildegard of Bingen, OSB (c. 1098-1179)	2012
Anthony of Padua, OFM (1195-1231)	1946
Thomas Aquinas, OP (1225-1274)	1567
Bonaventure, OFM (1221-1274)	1588
Albert the Great, OP (c. 1200-1280)	1931
Catherine of Siena, OP (1347-1380)	1970

modern doctors	

John of Ávila (1499-1569)	2012
Teresa of Ávila, OCD (1515-1582)	1970
John of the Cross, OCD (1542-1591)	1926
Peter Canisius, SJ (1521-1597)	1925
Lawrence of Brindisi, OFM Cap (1559-1619)	1959
Robert Bellarmine, SJ (1542-1621)	1931
Francis de Sales, CO, OM (1567-1622)	1877
Alphonsus Liguori, CSsR (1696-1787)	1871
John Henry Newman, CO (1801-1890)	2025
Thérèse of Lisieux, OCD (1873-1897)	1997

