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Among the narratives told by Jesus, scholars distinguish two literary forms.

A parable usually has an atypical situation, with a plot and rounded (more complex) characters. Parables tend to be longer, with multiple verbs in past tense.

A similitude usually has a typical situation, with little plot (action) and flat (more simple) characters. Similitudes tend to be short, with few verbs in present tense.

Here is a list of Jesus’ parables. (The next-to-last column suggests the source from whence a parable in our present gospels came. According to the four-source theory, sources are Mark, Q, M, or L.)

	barren fig tree
	
	
	Luke 13:6-9
	L
	

	building a tower
	
	
	Luke 14:28-30
	L
	

	children in the marketplace
	Matt 11:16-19
	
	Luke 7:31-35
	Q
	

	dragnet
	Matt 13:47-50
	
	
	M
	

	faithful and wise slave
	Matt 24:45-51
	
	Luke 12:42-46
	Q
	

	father’s good gifts
	Matt 7:9-11
	
	Luke 11:11-13
	Q
	

	final judgment
	Matt 25:31-46
	
	
	M
	

	friend at midnight
	
	
	Luke 11:5-8
	L
	

	good Samaritan
	
	
	Luke 10:25-37
	L
	

	great banquet
	
	
	Luke 14:16-24
	L
	(also Thomas 64)

	king going to war
	
	
	Luke 14:31-33
	L
	

	leaven
	Matt 13:33
	
	Luke 13:20-21
	Q
	(also Thomas 96)

	lost coin
	
	
	Luke 15:8-10
	L
	

	lost sheep
	Matt 18:12-14
	
	Luke 15:4-7
	Q
	(also Thomas 107); Gospel of Truth 31-32)

	mustard seed
	Matt 13:31-32
	Mark 4:30-32
	Luke 13:18-19
	Mk
	(also Thomas 20)

	pearl of great price
	Matt 13:45-46
	
	
	M
	(also Thomas 76)

	Pharisee and tax collector
	
	
	Luke 18:10-14
	L
	

	pounds
	
	
	Luke 19:12-27
	L
	

	prodigal son
	
	
	Luke 15:11-32
	L
	

	rich fool
	
	
	Luke 12:16-21
	L
	(also Thomas 63)

	rich man and Lazarus
	
	
	Luke 16:19-31
	L
	

	seed growing secretly
	
	Mark 4:26-29
	
	Mk
	(also Thomas 57)

	sower
	Matt 13:3-8, 18-23
	Mark 4:3-8, 13-20
	Luke 8:5-8, 11-15
	Mk
	(also Thomas 9)

	talents
	Matt 25:14-30
	
	
	M
	

	ten bridesmaids
	Matt 25:1-13
	
	
	M
	

	treasure in the field
	Matt 13:44
	
	
	M
	(also Thomas 109)

	two debtors
	
	
	Luke 7:41-43
	L
	

	two sons
	Matt 21:28-32
	
	
	M
	

	unforgiving slave
	Matt 18:23-35
	
	
	M
	

	unjust judge
	
	
	Luke 18:2-8
	L
	

	unjust manager
	
	
	Luke 16:1-8
	L
	

	unworthy slaves
	
	
	Luke 17:7-10
	L
	

	waiting slaves
	
	Mark 13:34-37
	Luke 12:35-38
	Mk
	

	wedding feast
	Matt 22:1-14
	
	
	M
	

	weeds in the wheat
	Matt 13:24-30,36-43
	
	
	M
	(also Thomas 57)

	wicked tenants
	Matt 21:33-46
	Mark 12:1-12
	Luke 20:9-19
	Mk
	(also Thomas 65-66)

	wise and foolish builders
	Matt 7:24-27
	
	Luke 6:47-49
	Q
	

	workers in the vineyard
	Matt 20:1-16
	
	
	M
	



