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During New Testament times (c. 50-120 CE), belief about the imminence of the second coming evolved.

Paul apparently expected it in his lifetime. In 1 Thessalonians (the earliest New-Testament document, probably written in 51 CE), Paul writes (4:15-17), “For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.”

However, by the time of Luke’s gospel, c. 85 CE, eschatological expectations had cooled. Luke sees an “age of the church” stretching into the indefinite future. In Luke 21:24 he says that Jews “will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken away as captives among all nations [a reference to the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans in 70 CE]; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” As Raymond Brown said, “between the destruction of Jerusalem and the final times, 21:24 seems to allow a long period: Jerusalem will be trampled “until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” . . .” (“Luke.” An Introduction to the New Testament. Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library. New York: Doubleday, 1997. 255.)

