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In the historical books, the dates given are for the sources used by the compilers. Psalms and Proverbs also grew over many centuries. For all other books, a date for the final form is given. All dates are BC, and all are approximate.

LEGAL AND HISTORICAL BOOKS		ALL OTHER BOOKS

Pentateuch		Psalms	1000-200
					Proverbs	1000-200
oral traditions	?-1000	Amos		760-750
J (Yahwist)	950	Hosea	750-730
E (Elohist)	850	1 Isaiah (Isa 1-39)	746-701
JE combined	700	Micah	742-701
D (Deuteronomist)	650	Zephaniah	640-630
P (Priestly source)	500	Nahum	615-612
final form of Pentateuch	400	Habakkuk	605-597
					Jeremiah	626-585
Deuteronomistic History		Ezekiel	593-571
					Lamentations	550
oral traditions	1225-1000	2 Isaiah (Isa 40-55)	550-538
Succession Narrative	900	Haggai	550
(2 Sam 9-20,1 Kgs 1-2)		1 Zechariah (Zech 1-8)	520-518
Elijah-Elisha cycles	800	3 Isaiah (Isa 56-66)	450
(1 Kgs 17-2 Kgs 10)		Malachi	475-445
other prophet tales	922-700	Obadiah	450
(Ahijah, Isaiah, etc.)		Job		450
court annals (see, e.g., 1 Kgs	1000-587	Joel		400
11:41, 14:19, 14:29)		Ruth		300s
final form of Deuteronomistic History	550	Jonah		300s
					2 Zechariah (Zech 9-11)	332-300
Chronicler’s History		3 Zechariah (Zech 12-14)	200s
					Song of Songs	200s
Pentateuch	400	Ecclesiastes	250
Deuteronomistic History	550	Tobit		200s
military source	?	Esther	330? 200?
early source	?	Isaian Apocalypse (Isa 24-27)	200s-100s
(Ezra 1-4:5)		Sirach	190
Aramaic source	?	Daniel	165
(Ezra 4:6-6:18)		Baruch	150
memoirs of Ezra	?	Judith	150-100
(Ezra 7:11-9:5)		2 Maccabees	124
memoirs of Nehemiah	?	1 Maccabees	110
(Neh 1-7:5, 12:27-13)		Wisdom	100-50
final form of Chronicler’s History	400

