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Jesus was both God and man; he had both a divine nature and a human nature. But how aware of his divine nature was his human nature? This raises the question of the knowledge that Jesus’ human nature had.

Jesus’ human nature was not omniscient. Luke 2:52 says that Jesus “increased in wisdom . . .” And in Mark 5:30, 32 (//Matt 9:22//Luke 8:45, 47), “Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ . . . 32 He looked all around to see who had done it.”

On the other hand, Jesus’ human nature had various forms of extra-sensory perception.

He seems to have had telepathy, knowledge of what others’ are thinking. An example is Mark 2:6-8 par, “Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 ‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ 8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?’” Other examples are Mark 9:33-35 par; John 2:24b-25; 16:19; 16:30.

He seems to have had clairvoyance, knowledge of what is happening elsewhere. An example is Mark 11:2, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it.” Another example is John 1:48.

He seems to have had precognition, knowledge of what will happen in the future. An example is Matt 17:27, where Jesus says to Peter, “go to the sea and cast a hook; take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a coin; take that and give it to them [collectors of the temple tax] for you and me.” Other examples are Mark 14:13-14; John 6:71; 10:18; 13:11. In addition, he also had foreknowledge of Judas’ betrayal, his passion and resurrection, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the second coming.

But forms of ESP are not necessarily beyond human nature. There is some evidence that they exist in humans other than Jesus; and if so, then they are not beyond human nature. 

So there is no proof that Jesus’ human nature had special knowledge that he obtained from his divine nature. Knowledge from his divine nature does not seem to have “bled through” to his human nature.

Consequently, Jesus’ human nature would have prayed in a way similar to how we pray: with limited knowledge. In Mark 14:36, for example, Jesus prays, “remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” That is Jesus’ human nature speaking. It was not omniscient; and it was no doubt genuinely scared, dreading what was coming, and hoping it might be avoided.

There is no sin in being human. As Heb 4:15 says of Jesus, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.”

