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An ecumenical council is a worldwide meeting of all bishops.
Councils 1-6 dealt with heresies concerning the Trinity and the Incarnation.
Protestants tend to accept councils 1-6. Eastern Orthodox accept 1-8. Catholics accept all 21.
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	0%
	0%
	Arianism says the Son is the highest creature, a kind of “superangel.”
AD 325: the Council of Nicea I (ecumenical council no. 1) says no: Father and Son are “of the same substance.”

	100%
	50%
	Apollinarianism says the Son replaces Jesus’ human intellect and will; God is in Jesus’ body like a hand in a glove.
381: Constantinople I (no. 2) says no.

	100%
	100%
	Nestorianism says Christ’s two natures are separate entities: he is 2 natures in 2 persons.
431: Ephesus (no. 3) says no: Christ is 2 natures in 1 person.

	100%
	0%
	Monophysitism (Eutychianism) says Christ’s divine nature absorbed his human nature.
451: Chalcedon (no. 4) says no: Jesus is 100% human and 100% God. The two natures are inseparable but unmixed: Jesus is a single entity.
553: Constantinople II (no. 5) reaffirms Chalcedon.

	100%
	75%
	Monotheletism says the Son’s will replaced Jesus’ human will.
680: Constantinople III (no. 6) says no.

	787: Nicea II (no. 7) says the use of images in worship is acceptable.

	869-70: Constantinople IV (no. 8) deposes Photius and reinstates Ignatius as patriarch of Constantinople, thus ending a schism between East and West

	1123: Lateran I (no. 9) defines the Emperor’s role in investment of bishops and prescribes observance of the Peace of God.

	1139: Lateran II (no. 10) reaffirms Lateran I and enforces clerical dress, marriages, etc.

	1179: Lateran III (no. 11) condemns simony, says only cardinals can elect popes, and says bishops must be 30 at ordination.

	1215: Lateran IV (no. 12) defines transubstantiation, addresses papal primacy, and enforces clerical discipline.

	1245: Lyon I (no. 13) proclaims the deposition of Emperor Frederick II and institutes a levy to support the Holy Land.

	1274: Lyon II (no. 14) attempts reunion with the Eastern churches, approves Franciscan and Dominican orders, a tithe to support crusades, and conclave procedures.

	1311-12: Vienne (no. 15) disbands the Knights Templar.

	1414-18: Constance (no. 16) resolves the Great Western Schism (3 rival popes) and condemns John Hus.

	1431-45: Basel-Ferrara-Florence (no. 17) splits in two. Council fathers at Basel assert conciliarism. Council fathers now at Florence achieve reunion with some Eastern churches and, temporarily, with the Eastern Orthodox.

	1512-17: Lateran V (no. 18) addresses church reform.

	1545-63: Trent (no. 19) rejects Protestantism, defines the canon of scripture and the seven sacraments, and strengthens clerical discipline and education.

	1869-70: Vatican I (no. 20) defines papal primacy and papal infallibility; it opposes materialism and rationalism; it discusses revelation, the interpretation of scripture, and faith and reason.

	1962-65: Vatican II (no. 21) is a pastoral council dealing with the Church in relation to the modern world; it reforms the liturgy and promotes ecumenism.



