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Joseph Fitzmyer’s summary

	cave
	discovered
	finds
	publication dates

	cave 1
	1947
	7 major scrolls, 75 minor fragments
	1950-56

	minor caves

	2-3, 5-6: 1952
7-10: 1953-56
	130 fragmentary texts
	1962

	cave 4
	1952
	15,000 fragments = 525 texts so far
	

	cave 11
	1956
	25 fragmentary texts
	most 1965-85

	so: 11 caves*
	1947-56
	762 texts (now, over 900)
	1950 on



* Cave 12, announced in Feb. 2017, was empty (apparently looted in the 1950s).

[bookmark: _Hlk207967996]authors
[bookmark: _Toc502131734][bookmark: _Toc502431274]
Some scholars think the scrolls were all written by the Essenes (an ascetic Jewish sect).
[bookmark: _Toc502131735][bookmark: _Toc502431275]Others think the scrolls were a variety of Jewish works all hidden from the Romans.

date

Content, paleography (study of writing styles), and radiocarbon dating suggest a terminus a quo (earliest possible date) of c. 300 BCE.
The Essenes disappeared after the First Jewish War (68-73 CE), when the Romans quashed a Jewish rebellion. If the Scrolls were hidden from the Romans, then the terminus ad quem (latest possible date) is c. 68 BCE.
So probable dates for the writing of the Dead Sea Scrolls are c. 300 BCE-c . 68 CE.

classifications of the over-980 manuscripts

languages

About 80% of the Dead Sea Scrolls are in Hebrew.
About 17% are in Aramaic.
About 3% are in Greek.

contents

biblical Scrolls

About 40% of the Dead Sea Scrolls are biblical (texts or commentaries).
Obviously, scripture was very important to the scroll authors.
About 20 biblical scrolls have been found in caves south of Qumran.
Wadi Murabba`at (12 miles south of Qumran)
Nahal Hever (Wadi Khabra) (19 miles south of Qumran)
Nahal Se´elim (Wadi Seiyal) (21 miles south of Qumran)
Masada (27 miles south of Qumran)
classification of the principal biblical Scrolls
proto-canonical books (accepted as canonical by all Christians)
Psalms	36 manuscripts (because they were interpreted as prophecies)
Deut	29 (because it told a way of life)
Isaiah	21 (because it contained messianic prophecies)
Gen-Num	c. 15 (because they told a way of life)
deuterocanonical books (not accepted by Protestants)
Tobit	in Hebrew (and Aramaic) (previously, only the Septuagint [LXX] Greek version was known)
Sirach	Masada texts are in Hebrew (previously, only LXX version)
Baruch	Bar 6 (the Epistle of Jeremiah) is in Greek

non-biblical Scrolls

About 30% of the Dead Sea Scrolls are apocryphal or pseudepigraphical works (e.g., the Book of Enoch, the Book of Jubilees).
About 30% are previously unknown texts, documents about the beliefs and regulations of the Qumran community (e.g., the Community Rule, the War Scroll, the Pesher on Habakkuk, The Rule of the Blessing).

