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“religious freedom”

Freedom here means “immunity from coercion” (§ 1, 2 bis, 4, 9). (See § 4: “freedom or immunity from coercion . . .”)
Freedom here includes “immunity from external coercion as well as psychological freedom.” (§ 2)

Catholicism’s basic position on religious freedom

“. . . no one is to be forced to act in a manner contrary to his own beliefs . . .” (§ 2)
In “history, there has at times appeared a way of acting that was hardly in accord with the spirit of the Gospel or even opposed to it. Nevertheless, the doctrine of the Church that no one is to be coerced into faith has always stood firm.” (§ 12)

reasons for religious freedom

“The truth cannot impose itself except by virtue of its own truth, as it makes its entrance into the mind at once quietly and with power.” (§ 1)
“. . . men explain to one another the truth they have discovered, or think they have discovered, in order thus to assist one another in the quest for truth . . .” (§ 3)
“. . . religious freedom has its foundation in the very dignity of the human person . . .” (§ 2)
Religious freedom “has roots in divine revelation . . .” (§ 9)
“. . . to it [the gospel] is due in great measure the fact that in the course of time men have come more widely to recognize their dignity as persons, and the conviction has grown stronger that the person in society is to be kept free from all manner of coercion in matters religious . . .” (§ 12)

government promotion of religion in general

“Government [ought] to take account of the religious life of the citizenry and show it favor . . .” (§ 3)
“Government is also to help create conditions favorable to the fostering of religious life . . .” (§ 6)

government promotion of religious freedom

“. . . government is to see to it that equality of citizens before the law . . . is never violated . . . for religious reasons. Nor is there to be discrimination among citizens.” (§ 6)
“. . . religious freedom is to be recognized in the constitutional law . . .” (§ 2)
If “special civil recognition is given to one religious community in the constitution . . . religious freedom should be recognized and made effective in practice . . .” (§ 6)
profession of religious freedom vs. practice of religious freedom
“. . . religious freedom is not only [to be] proclaimed in words or simply incorporated in law but also given sincere and practical application . . .” (§ 13)
“. . . forms of government still exist under which, even though freedom of religious worship receives constitutional recognition, the powers of government are engaged in the effort to deter citizens from the profession of religion . . .” (§ 15)

government should neither promote nor hinder a given religion

A person “is not to be forced to act in a manner contrary to his conscience. Nor, on the other hand, is he to be restrained from acting in accordance with his conscience . . .” (§ 3)
Government must not “command or prohibit acts of this kind.” (§ 3)
Government must not “command or inhibit acts that are religious.” (§ 3)
“. . . a wrong is done when government imposes . . . the profession or repudiation of any religion . . .” (§ 6)
(See the “religion clause” of the first amendment to the US Constitution [1791, concerning religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition]: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof . . .”)

limits to religious freedom

The practice of religious freedom must be “within due limits” (§ 2), i.e., “provided that just public order is observed . . .” (§ 2, 3, 4)
“just public order”
“. . . the function of government is to make provision for the common welfare.” (§ 3)
“These matters [listed below] constitute the basic component of the common welfare: they are what is meant by public order”:
“the effective safeguard of the rights of all citizens” [The “equality of citizens before the law . . . is itself an element of the common good . . .” (§ 6)]
“the peaceful settlement of conflicts of rights”
“genuine public peace”
“good order”
“true justice”
“guardianship of public morality . . .” (§ 7)
“These matters constitute the basic component of the common welfare: they are what is meant by public order. For the rest, . . . the freedom of man is to be respected as far as possible and is not to be curtailed except when and insofar as necessary.” (§ 7)
“Furthermore, society has the right to defend itself against possible abuses committed on the pretext of freedom of religion.” (§ 7)
Finally, “everyone ought at all times to refrain from any manner of action which might seem to carry a hint of coercion or of a kind of persuasion that would be dishonorable or unworthy, especially when dealing with poor or uneducated people. Such a manner of action would have to be considered an abuse of one’s right and a violation of the right of others . . .” (§ 4)

