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Twelver Shi`ism believes that, since Muhammad, true Islam (Shi`ism) has been guided by 12 imams. The imams are not prophets but leaders who transmit true Islam. “The words and deeds of Muhammad and the imams are a guide and model for the community to follow; therefore, they must be free from error and sin . . .” (“Twelver Shiism”)

The first of the Twelver’s imams, Ali, was both Muhammad’s first cousin and his son-in-law. Sunni Muslims believe that Ali was the fourth rightly-guided caliph (after Abu Bakr, Umar, and Uthman). But Shi`a Muslims believe that Muhammad appointed Ali as his immediate successor. Ali therefore is the only legitimate caliph, and the other three were usurpers.

[bookmark: _Hlk210297597]All twelve of the Twelver imams are father and son, except for the second and third imams, who were brothers.

[bookmark: _Hlk210297922]All but the twelfth imam were martyrs. The first and third were stabbed, and the others were poisoned. The twelfth imam went into hiding (called “occultation”) in 874 and is believed to be still alive. He will return some day to establish justice on earth.

Abd al-Muttalib
(grandfather of Muhammad)
		│	
	│		│
	Abdullah		Abi Talib
	│		│
	Muhammad		│
	│		│
[bookmark: _Hlk210297673]	Fatima	a	+	 	1. Ali ibn Abi Talib (600-661 CE)
[bookmark: _Hlk210297631]			│
		│	
	│		│
	2. Hasan ibn Ali (625-670)			3. Husayn ibn Ali (626-680)
					│
					4. Ali ibn Husayn (659-712/13)
					│
					5. Muhammad al-Baqir (677-733)
					│
					6. Ja`far al-Sadiq (702-765)
					│
					7. Musa al-Kadhim (746-799)
					│
					8. Ali al-Rida (765-818)
					│
					9. Muhammad al-Taqi (811-835)
					│
					10. Ali al-Hadi (827-868)
					│
					11. Hasan al-Askari (846-874)
					│
					12. Muhammad al-Mahdi (869- )
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