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“justification” and “righteousness”

Greek δικαιοσύνη (dikaiosyne) is sometimes translated “justification,” sometimes “righteousness.”
“Justification” is God making a person upright, resulting in a right relationship with God.
“Righteousness” may refer to God’s uprightness or to the uprightness he imparts to us.

Justification does not result from conformity to the Mosaic Law.

Rom 3:20, “no human being will be justified in his sight . . . by deeds prescribed by the law . . .”
Rom 7:4, “you have died to the law through the body of Christ . . .”
Rom 7:6, “But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which held us captive, so that we are slaves not under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit.”
Rom 11:5-6, “at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace would no longer be grace.”
2 Cor 3:3-8, “you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. . . .6 [We are] ministers of a new covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 7 Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in letters on stone tablets, came in glory . . ., 8 how much more will the ministry of the Spirit come in glory?”
Gal 2:16, “yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith . . ., and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law.”
Gal 3:10-13, “For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the law.” 11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for “The one who is righteous will live by faith.” 12 But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary, “Whoever does the works of the law will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us . . .”
Gal 6:13, “Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law . . .”
Eph 2:15, “He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace . . .”
Col 2:23, “These [regulations and precepts] have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-imposed piety, humility, and severe treatment of the body, but they are of no value in checking self-indulgence.”

Justification results from faith in Jesus Christ.

Rom 3:21-31, “But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed. . ., 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. . . . 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus . . . 26 [God] justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. . . . 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. . . . 30 he will justify the circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith.”
Rom 8:2-4, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”
Rom 9:30b-32, “Gentiles, who did not strive for righteousness, have attained it, that is, righteousness through faith; 31 but Israel, who did strive for the righteousness that is based on the law, did not succeed in fulfilling that law. 32 Why not? Because they did not strive for it on the basis of faith, but as if it were based on works.”
Rom 10:4, “For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”
Rom 10:9-10, “if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.”
Gal 2:16, “a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ . . .”
Gal 3:2, 5, “Did you receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law or by believing what you heard? . . . 5 does God supply you with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard?”
Phil 3:9, “not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.”

The covenant of grace preceded the covenant of Law.

God always intended to save us by faith, inspired by grace.

Rom 4:9-12, ““Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.” 10 How then was it reckoned to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the ancestor of all who believe without being circumcised and who thus have righteousness reckoned to them, 12 and likewise the ancestor of the circumcised who are not only circumcised but who also follow the example of the faith that our ancestor Abraham had before he was circumcised.”
Gal 3:6-9, “Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” 7 so, you see, those who believe are the descendants of Abraham. 8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles shall be blessed in you.” 9 For this reason, those who believe are blessed with Abraham who believed.”
Gal 3:17-18, “My point is this: the law, which came four hundred thirty years later, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 18 For if the inheritance comes from the law, it no longer comes from the promise; but God granted it to Abraham through the promise.”

“Why then the Law?” (Gal 3:19)

If the Mosaic Law was never meant to save people, why did God give it?

The Law caused sins to multiply.

Rom 3:19, “Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.”
Rom 4:15, “For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.”
Rom 5:13, 20, “sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. . . . 20 But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more . . .”
Rom 7:5-14, “While we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. . . . 7 . . . if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived 10 and I died, and the very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. . . . 13 . . . It was sin, working death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under sin.”
Rom 7:21-25, “So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. . . . 25 So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to the law of sin.”
1 Cor 15:56, “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.”
Gal 3:19-22, “Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until [Christ] would come . . . 21 . . . if a law had been given that could make alive, then righteousness would indeed come through the law. 22 But the scripture has imprisoned all things under the power of sin, so that what was promised through faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”

Multiplied sins shows that, not we (by conformity to the Law), but God (by the grace of faith) saves.

Rom 6:14, “For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.”
Gal 2:19, “For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ . . .”
Gal 3:23-26, “Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.”

In itself, the Law is good.

Rom 3:2, the Law is “God’s oracles.”
Rom 3:19, “Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.”
Rom 7:12-16, “So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good. 13 Did what is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, working death in me through what is good . . . 14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under sin. . . . 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.”
Rom 7:22, 7:25, 8:7, it is “the law of God.”
Rom 9:4, “They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises . . .”
Gal 3:12, “All have turned aside, together they have become worthless; there is no one who shows kindness, there is not even one.” (Gal 3:12 quotes the purpose of the Law from Lev 18:5, “You shall keep my statutes and my ordinances; by doing so one shall live: I am the LORD.”)
1 Tim 1:8-9, “Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it legitimately. 9 This means understanding that the law is laid down not for the innocent but for the lawless and disobedient . . .”
2 Tim 3:16, “All scripture is inspired by God . . .”

If the Law saved, then faith would be pointless, and Christ’s death would be pointless.

Rom 4:14, “If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.”
Gal 2:21, “if justification comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing.”

