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Did the prophesies of a coming messiah in any way indicate that the messiah would be a son of God? Or God himself in some form?

A prophecy in Daniel suggests a supernatural figure.

Dan 7:2, 9, 13-14, “I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night . . . 9 As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. . . . 13 As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. 14 To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.”

Here the figure seems to be both human and superhuman. He is in human form; but he is “like” a man, and he is on clouds and before God. This figure, like the Davidic messiah, is also a king (“To him was given dominion”), and an everlasting king (an everlasting dominion).

In the period immediately prior to Christ, the hope for a Davidic messiah seems to have become more militantly nationalistic. The messiah was to be an earthly conqueror. Thus the Psalms of Solomon 17, written c. 45 BCE, says, “O Lord, raise up unto them their king, the son of David . . . gird him with strength, that he may shatter unrighteous rulers, and that he may purge Jerusalem from nations that trample [her] down to destruction.” (See also Ps Sol 35 and 36.)

By contrast, the supernatural yet human figure of Dan 7 is not a military messiah.

Jesus almost never acknowledges that he is the Davidic messiah. I know of only two exceptions. In Matt 16:20, “he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.” In Mark 14:61-62, “the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am . . .” But he immediately diverts attention from the Davidic messiah to the Son of man: “Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’”

Jesus much preferred the title “Son of man.” “Son of man” occurs 82 times in the gospels—and “in all four gospels the title occurs exclusively on the lips of Jesus.” (Jeremias New Testament Theology 266) (In John 12:34, the crowd says “Son of man”; but they are quoting a saying of Jesus. Ibid. 265 n 2.)

Perhaps Jesus preferred “Son of man” to “messiah” because “Son of man” did not imply militarism. But perhaps Jesus also preferred “Son of man” because, unlike the “messiah,” who was merely human, the “Son of man” was both natural and supernatural, both human and divine.
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