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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BIBLICAL CANON [footnoteRef:1] [1:  “Canon”: list or set of authoritative texts.] 
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OLD TESTAMENT CANON

1000-50 BCE: The Old Testament books are written.
c. 250-100: Rabbis translate the Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek, a translation called the “Septuagint” (“LXX”).
c. 51-125 CE: New Testament authors use the LXX as their scriptures.
c. 75-117: Rabbis at an academy in Jamnia discuss the canon.
by 200: Jews have a closed canon of 39 books.
by 200: Christians in the Western Roman Empire are settling on 46 books; those in the Eastern Roman Empire are settling on 48 books (they also include 1 Esdras and 3 Maccabees, as well as Ps 151).
384-405: Jerome translates the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into Latin (called the “Vulgate”). He wants to limit the Old Testament to the 39 books of the Jewish canon; the 7 he would leave out (Tobit, Judith, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach [or Ecclesiasticus], and Baruch) he calls “apocrypha,” that is, “hidden or private books.” But Pope Damasus wants all 46 traditionally-used books included, so the Vulgate Old Testament has 46 books. All Christians in the middle ages have 46 Old-Testament books (in the West) or 48 books (in the East).
1534: Luther publishes his translation of the Bible from Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament) into German. He assumes that, since Jews wrote the Old Testament, theirs is the correct canon; he puts the extra 7 books in an appendix between the Testaments and calls it the “Apocrypha.”
1442: The Catholic Church at the Council of Florence lists 46 books as the Old Testament canon.
1546: The Catholic Church at the Council of Trent defines once and for all the canonicity of all 46 books. Today, 56% of Christians (1.2 billion Catholics, 48% of Christians; and 220 million Orthodox, 8%) include the 7 books (plus, for Orthodox, two more); and 44% of Christians (1.1 billion Protestants) have 39. (Figures are from Wikipedia.)
Today, 64.5% of Christians include the 7 books. (The 64.5% include: 1.3 billion Catholics, 50.1% of Christians; 250 million Eastern Orthodox, 11.9% of Christians; and 50 million Oriental Orthodox, 2.5% of Christians.) (The Orthodox also include 1 Esdras and 3 Maccabees, for a total of 48 books.) 35.5% of Christians exclude the 7 books, for a total of 39 books (the 404 million Protestants).

NEW TESTAMENT CANON

c. 51-125 CE: The New Testament books are written. (During this same period other early Christian writings are produced—for example, 1 Clement [c. ad 96], the Didache [c. 100], the Epistle of Barnabas [c. 100], and the 7 letters of Ignatius of Antioch [c. 110]. These works are basically orthodox, but they are not in the New Testament probably because it never became tradition in the Church to read from them during public worship.)
c. 140: Marcion, a businessman in Rome, teaches that there are two Gods: Yahweh, the cruel God of the Old Testament, and Abba, the kind God of the New Testament. So Marcion eliminates the Old Testament altogether and creates a Christian collection containing ⅔ of Luke’s gospel (since Marcion is anti-Semitic, he deletes references to Jesus’ Jewishness) and 10 letters attributed to Paul (instead of the New Testament’s 13). Marcion’s “New Testament”—the first ever compiled—forces the Catholic Church to decide on a core New-Testament canon: the four gospels and the letters of Paul. But the perimeter of the canon remains indeterminate.
c. 200: According to one list, compiled at Rome c. ad 200 (the Muratorian Canon), the New Testament consists of the 4 gospels, Acts, 13 letters of Paul, 3 of the 7 general epistles (1-2 John and Jude), the Wisdom of Solomon, and the Apocalypse of Peter. Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 3 John, and Revelation are not included.
367: The earliest extant list of the books of the New Testament, in about the number and order in which we presently have them, is written by Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, in his Easter letter of 367.
404: Pope Damasus in a letter lists the New Testament books in their present number and order.
1442: The Catholic Church at the Council of Florence lists 27 books as the New Testament canon.
1536: In his translation of the Bible, Luther removes 4 New Testament books (Hebrews, James, Jude, and Revelation) from their normal order and places them at the end, stating that they are less than canonical. But soon the Lutherans return the books to their traditional places.
1546: The Council of Trent defines once and for all the full list of 27 books, as traditionally accepted.

