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A  “canon” is a list or set of authoritative books.

c. 51-125: The New Testament books are written. During this same period other early Christian writings are produced—for example, 1 Clement (c. AD 96), the Didache (c. 100), the Epistle of Barnabas (c. 100), and the 7 letters of Ignatius of Antioch (c. 110)). These latter works are basically orthodox, but they are not in the New Testament probably because it never became tradition in the Church to use them in public worship.

c. 140: Marcion, a businessman in Rome, teaches that there are two Gods: Yahweh, the cruel God of the OT, and Abba, the kind God of the New Testament. So Marcion eliminates the OT altogether and creates a Christian collection containing only two-thirds of Luke (since Marcion is antisemitic, he deletes references to Jesus’ Jewishness) and 10 letters of Paul. Marcion’s “New Testament”—the first ever compiled—forces the Catholic Church to decide on a core canon: the four gospels and the letters of Paul.

c. 200: But the perimeter of the canon is not yet determined. According to one list, compiled at Rome c. AD 200 (the Muratorian Canon), the New Testament consists of the 4 gospels, Acts, 13 letters of Paul, 3 of the 7 general epistles (1-2 John and Jude), the Wisdom of Solomon, and the Apocalypse of Peter. Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 3 John, and Revelation are not included.

367: The earliest extant list of the books of the New Testament, in about the number and order in which we presently have them, is written by Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, in his Easter letter of 367.

404: Pope Damasus in a letter lists the New Testament books in their present number and order.

1442: The Catholic Church at the Council of Florence lists 27 books as the New Testament canon.

1536: In his translation of the Bible, Luther removes 4 New Testament books (Hebrews, James, Jude, and Revelation) from their normal order and places them at the end, stating that they are less than canonical. But soon the Lutherans return the books to their traditional places.

1546: The Council of Trent defines once and for all the full list of 27 books, as traditionally accepted.

