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introduction

The Church “gives primary [emphasis added] consideration in this document to what human beings have in common and to what promotes fellowship among them.” This approach does not deny or neglect differences.
“. . . all peoples . . . have a single origin [and a single] final goal: God.”
“His providence, His manifestations of goodness, and His saving designs extend to all men . . .”
mysteries	
Religions propose “answers to those profound mysteries of the human condition which, today even as in olden times, deeply stir the human heart:
What is a man?
What is the meaning and the purpose of our life?
What is goodness and what is sin?
What gives rise to our sorrows and to what intent?
Where lies the path to true happiness?
What is the truth about death, judgment, and retribution beyond the grave?
What, finally, is that ultimate and unutterable mystery which engulfs our being, and whence we take our rise, and whither our journey leads us?”

primitive religions

Primitive religions show “a certain perception of that hidden power which hovers over the course of things and over the events of human life; at times, indeed, recognition can be found of a Supreme Divinity and of a Supreme Father too. Such a perception [causes] a profound religious sense.”

Hinduism

“. . . in Hinduism men contemplate the divine mystery and express it 
through an unspent fruitfulness of myths
and through searching philosophical inquiry.”
“They seek release from the anguish of our condition through
ascetical practices
or deep meditation
or a loving, trusting flight toward God.”
[Editor’s footnote:] “similarities between Hindu and Christian beliefs [include]
the concept of God’s appearance on earth;
the concept of grace;
sacraments;
and similarities between the Christian Trinity and the Hindu ultimate reality . . .”

Buddhism

It “acknowledges the radical insufficiency of this shifting world.
It teaches a path by which men, in a devout and confident spirit, can
either reach a state of absolute freedom
or attain supreme enlightenment
by their own efforts or
by higher assistance.”

the Church’s attitude toward other religions

“The Catholic Church rejects nothing which is true and holy in these religions. She looks with sincere respect upon . . . those rules and teachings which, though differing in many particulars from what she holds and sets forth, nevertheless often reflect a ray of that Truth which enlightens all men.” (Editor’s footnote: “According to the Declaration, world religions are not simply “natural” realities but the bearer of God’s word and presence.”)
Christ is “‘the way, the truth, and the life’ (John 14:6), in whom men find the fullness of religious life . . .”
“The Church therefore has this exhortation for her sons: prudently and lovingly, through dialogue and collaboration with the followers of other religions, and in witness of Christian faith and life, acknowledge, preserve, and promote the spiritual and moral goods found among these men, as well as the values in their society and culture.”

Islam

“Upon the Moslems, too, the Church looks with esteem.
They adore one God, living and enduring, merciful and all-powerful, Maker of heaven and earth and Speaker to men.
They strive to submit wholeheartedly even to His inscrutable decrees . . .
Though they do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they revere Him as a prophet.
They also honor Mary, His virgin mother; at times they call on her, too, with devotion.
In addition they await the day of judgment when God will give each man his due after raising him up.
Consequently, they prize the moral life, and give worship to God especially through prayer, almsgiving, and fasting.”
“. . . let them [Christians and Muslims] make common cause of safeguarding and fostering social justice, moral values, peace, and freedom.”

Judaism

“. . . what happened in His passion cannot be blamed upon all the Jews then living, without distinction, nor upon the Jews of today. Although the Church is the new people of God, the Jews should not be presented as repudiated or cursed by God . . .”
“The Church repudiates all persecutions against any man.”
“. . . the Church rejects, as foreign to the mind of Christ, any discrimination against men or harassment of them because of their race, color, condition of life, or religion.”

