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	SYSTEM
	TIME UNIT
	ABBREVIATION
	EXAMPLE

	Greek
	Olympiads  (each is 4 years)
	Ol.
	1 Ol. = 776 BC

	Roman
	ab urbe condita
	A.U.C.
	1 A.U.C. = 753 BC

	Seleucid
	anno Seleucidarum
	A.S.
	1 A.S. = 312 BC

	Jewish
	anno mundi
	AM
	0 AM = 3761 BC; 5780 AM = AD 2020

	Christian
	anno Domini
	AD
	AD 2020

	
	“before Christ”
	BC
	2020 BC



Between AD 500-44, Dionysus Exiguus, abbot of a Roman monastery (whose name is Latin for “Dennis the Little”), created the “AD” system. He determined the year of Christ’s birth as best he could, then designated it “anno Domini 1”; soon later events were dated relative to it. (We now believe he was off by several years and that Jesus was actually born c. 4 BC.)

Dates prior to AD 1 continued to be designated using the ancient systems: 1 BC continued to be called “Ol. 156, year 2” or “A.U.C. 752.” Counting backward from AD 1 became customary only in the 1700s AD. At first, ante Christum (“A.C.”) was used for dates prior to AD 1; but the British soon began using “B.C.” (for “before Christ”), and since Britain was at the time a dominant European power, other countries as well adopted “B.C.”

Several details about the “BC-AD” system should be noted.

· “BC” always follows a number. Though English usage permits “AD” to follow a number, it prefers that “AD” precede. Centuries, on the other hand, always have the abbreviation following: “the 1700s AD.”
· There is no “0 BC” or “AD 0.” One moves immediately from the last day of “1 BC” to the first day of “AD 1.”
· Many current style sheets prefer “BC” and “AD,” without periods and in small capitals, to “B.C.” and “A.D.”
· “C.” (as in “c. 7-4 BC”) is an abbreviation of Latin circa, which means “around,” “approximately.”
· Nowadays, to avoid offense to non-Christians, many scholars substitute, for “BC” and AD,” “BCE” and “CE” (“before the Common Era” and “the Common Era”[footnoteRef:1]). [1:  Or “before the Christian Era” and “the Christian Era.” (E.g. Peters, F.E. Children of Abraham: Judaism, Christianity, Islam. Princeton: Princeton UP, 1982. x.)] 


