DATES OF SECOND-TEMPLE JEWISH LITERATURE (539 BCE-c. 200 CE)

Paul Hahn, Theology Department
University of St Thomas, Houston TX 77006
© 2026, theologyplus.com


Babylon and Assyria

	pre-317 BC	Epistle of Jeremiah
	pre-167	Daniel 1-6
	167-164	Daniel 7-12
	100-65	additions to Daniel
		1 Esdras 3-4, Darius’ bodyguards
	100 BC-AD 100	Tobit

Egypt

	300-100	Esther
	250-50	LXX
	150 BC 	Sibylline Oracles, Book 3
	138-130	Letter of Aristeas
	100-15	3 Maccabees
	114-77	additions to Esther
	1-50	Wisdom of Solomon
	5-50	Philo
	1-70	2 Enoch

Palestine

Greek period (332-165)

	pre-175	1 Enoch 1-36
	100 BC-AD 100	1 Enoch 37-71, Parables
	200-100	1 Enoch 72-82
	200-160	1 Enoch 85-90, animal vision
	200-170	1 Enoch 92-105, Epistle of Enoch
	196-175	Sirach
	170-150	Jubilees
	170-164	Testament of Moses (additions, 1-50)

Hasmonean period (142-37)

	164	Baruch
	142-36	Judith
	103-76	1 Maccabees
	103-76	2 Maccabees

Qumran (250 BCE-68 CE)

	250-175	Aramaic Levi Document
	250-150	Psalms Scroll (11Qpsalter)
	200-150	The New Jerusalem
	200-100 	Instruction for a Student
	175-125	Temple Scroll
	150-100	Rule of the Congregation
	150-100	Songs of Sabbath Sacrifice (Angelic Liturgy)
	150-63	War Scroll
	130-50	a halakic letter (4QMMT)
	125-100	Community Rule
	125-100	thanksgiving hymns
	100 BC 	Damascus Document
	50 BC-AD 50	Genesis Apocryphon
	50-1	pesharim

Roman period (63 BCE on)

	167-65	Testament of Moses (additions, 1-25)
	63-30	Psalms of Solomon
	20-54	4 Maccabees
	AD 25-85	Biblical Antiquities (Pseudo-Philo)
	60-100	Josephus
	90-100	4 Ezra
	90-120	2 Baruch
		4 Ezra and 2 Baruch, relationship
	90-120	Apocalypse of Abraham

disputed provenance

	100 BC-AD 100	Prayer of Manasseh
	1-100	Testament of Abraham
	100-150	Testament of Job
	100-200	Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
	100-400	Life of Adam and Eve
	pre-400	Joseph and Aseneth

BIBLIOGRAPHY

From: Nickelsburg, George W.E. Jewish Literature Between the Bible and the Mishnah: A Historical and Literary Introduction. 1981. 2nd ed. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005.

