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C.S. Lewis was professor of English literature at Oxford from 1925-1954. His best-selling work is the Chronicles of Narnia, a series of seven children’s books that was published from 1950-1956.

In the first novel, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, Lewis introduced the character Aslan, a lion who represents Jesus. Why did Lewis choose a lion?

The lion of Judah appears twice the Bible.

Gen 49 is a series of blessings by the dying Jacob upon his 12 sons. Jacob’s blessing of Judah is in 49:8-12. The lion image is in verse 9: “Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He crouches down, he stretches out like a lion, like a lioness—who dares rouse him up?” It seems to me that this blessing—which, since it is given from a deathbed, would be thought to have unusual supernatural power—was probably written by a Judahite who wanted to emphasize the political dominance of the kings of the Kingdom of Judah (which lasted from 922-587 BCE).

The lion of Judah is recalled by John of Patmos in Rev 5:5, where it is applied to Jesus and where the following verse (5:6) is also important.

Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered . . .

The juxtaposition of lion and lamb—embodied in the same character—adds a new dimension to the lion metaphor: Jesus is triumphant, but only because of his willingness to become the sacrificial lamb for all of us.

