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Here is a paragraph from Pope Francis’s encyclical, Fratelli tutti (§ 15):

The best way to dominate and gain control over people is to spread despair and discouragement, even under the guise of defending certain values. Today, in many countries, hyperbole, extremism and polarization have become political tools. Employing a strategy of ridicule, suspicion and relentless criticism, in a variety of ways one denies the right of others to exist or to have an opinion. . . . Political life no longer has to do with healthy debates about long-term plans to improve people’s lives and to advance the common good, but only with slick marketing techniques primarily aimed at discrediting others. In this craven exchange of charges and counter-charges, debate degenerates into a permanent state of disagreement and confrontation.

On reading this passage, I could not help but think of the recent presidential debate (29 Sept. 2020). Trump interrupted Biden 73 times. Since the debate was only 90 minutes, that means Trump interrupted Biden, on average, every 90 seconds!

