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Most readers of the Bible are aware that certain numbers in it have a significance beyond just designating how many objects or years are being referred to. Here are the principal instances of number symbolism in the Bible.

three
Three naturally suggests completeness. (E.g., past, present, future; above, here, below.)
three annual festivals (Exod 23)
three periods of three days (Gen 30:36)
three months (Exod 2:2)
three years (1 Chr 21:12)
sacrificial animals must be three years old (Gen 15:9)
Jesus is dead for three days (Matt 16:21; Mark 8:31; 14:58; 15:29; Luke 9:22; 1 Cor 15:4).
the Trinity (Matt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:13)

five
The Torah (or pentateuch, Genesis-Deuteronomy) has five parts.
Psalms is divided into five “books” (probably in imitation of the Torah).
Matthew is divided into five sections (speeches by Jesus alternating with narratives).

seven
“In the ANE [ancient Near East] and Hellenistic culture, seven was a sacred number, almost certainly because the four phases of the moon divided the 28-day month into seven-day periods.” (Boring 4.298)
Seven connotes wholeness.
Seven influenced Israelite liturgy: “calendar, sacred space, and ritual acts . . .” (Gen 2:2; Exod 20:13; 25:31-37) (Boring 4.298)
Jesus’ genealogies (Matt 1:2-17; Luke 3:23-38) are grouped by sevens, as Matt 1:17 makes explicit.
There are seven general epistles (James-Jude).
In Rev 1-3 Jesus addresses seven churches (“representing the church in its totality”). (Boring 4.298)
Revelation “is structured as a series of visions designated as seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls.” (Boring 4.298)

ten
ten patriarchs before the flood (Gen 5)
ten plagues (Exod 7-12)
ten commandments (Exod 20:2-17)
the tithe (e.g., Gen 14:20; 28:22; Lev 27:30)
ten bridesmaids (Matt 25:1-13)
ten talents (Matt 25:20, 28)
ten pounds given to ten slaves (Luke 19:11-27)
authority over ten cities (Luke 19:11-27)

twelve
Jacob (nicknamed Israel) had twelve sons, who begat the twelve tribes of Israel.
Jesus had twelve apostles.
So twelve connoted the people of God.

forty
In the flood story, it rains 40 days, then the flood lasts 40 days, then 40 days pass between the ark resting and Noah opening the window. (Gen 7:12, 17; 8:6).
The wilderness wanderings last 40 years.
Moses is on Sinai for 40 days and 40 nights (Exod 34:28).
Elijah takes 40 days to reach Sinai (1 Kgs 19:8).
Jesus is in the desert forty days and forty nights (Matt 4:2).
Jesus teaches the apostles for 40 days between resurrection and ascension (Acts 1:3).

666
Gematria (גמטריא) is the practice of assigning each letter a number. It was practiced among both Hebrews and Greeks.
For example, in Sibylline Oracles 1.326-30, the number for “Jesus” (Greek Ιησους, Iesous) is 888. Ι equals 10, η equals 8, σ equals 200, ο equals 70, υ equals 400, ς equals 200. Total: 888. (Boring 4.295)
The only certain instance of gematria in the Bible is 666. (Boring 4.295)
Rev 13:18 (NRSVue) says that “the number of the beast . . . is the number of a person. Its number is six hundred sixty-six.”
666 probably refers to Nero. Hebrew נרון קסר (nrwn qsr, Nero Caesar) is: נ = 50 ; ר = 200 ; ו = 6 ; ן = 50 ; ק = 100 ; ס = 60 ; ר = 200 = 666. (Boring 4.299)

